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Letter from  the Chairm an,
Priory Street Centre, 15 Priory Street, York, Y O l 6ET (office)

Dear M em ber

I arrived back from  a very enjoyab le holiday in A tlanta only a week ago and am 
now trying to get back into a routine once again. I hope the sum m er has been 
good fo r you and that you are ready to face the fa lling leaves and the coo ler 
w eather of the Autum n Season.

By the end of my firs t year as your Chairm an I will have visited a few  Association 
branches around the country. I really en joy m eeting m em bers w henever possible 
and would love to be invited along to your group at som etim e.

You will have noticed in the la test edition of ‘A c tion ’ an article about T h e  W RVS 
Network'. This will be running a longside the Associa tion until such tim e as a 
decision has been made as to w hether the Association should carry on or be 
disbanded. The re  are few er m em bers now and those of us who are still in there 
are getting older.

A  representative from  W RVS is com ing along to our A .G .M . next m onth in 
Kenilworth to tell us all about the new ‘N e tw ork’.

W e hope to keep our m em bers inform ed of the situation re the future of the 
Association and if anyone w ishes to com m ent perhaps you could write to the 
Association O ffice in York.

My best w ishes to all

M arilyn O penshaw

W RVS A ssociation  - Linking the Past and Present



R andom  jo ttin g s  from  the Ed ito r

D ear M em bers

Those o f you  that are avid  readers o f the new sle tte r w ill have  
noticed that it was m uch sm alle r last time, m ore o f the reports  
ind ica ted that num bers had dropped, recru itm en t was alm ost 
im possib le  and m em bers were unable o r not inc lined  to m eet up 
for whatever reason. A s a m onitor, this g ives us an ind ication o f 
the state o f the A ssocia tion  and where it is headed. A  sad  time, bu t I persona lly  
believe that it has had its day and that it is tim e to draw  a line under a p iece o f  
history that, thanks to M atthew  M cM urray and the W RVS A rch ives, w ill be able to 
rem ain a fond m em ory fo r m any

Som e M em bers and indeed C lubs w ill th row  the ir hands up in horro r at th is as 
they s till m eet regularly, go on outings and find in teresting speakers for the ir 
m em bers. W ell I say, 'G ood On You' and long m ay you continue. But the bottom  
line is that you will continue and do no t need the s tructure  and restric tions o f a 
N ationa l Chairm an, an office and com m ittee to keep going

M y jo b  as an ed ito r is to fill the pub lica tion with new s from the clubs that are s till 
running and then find a few  in teresting b its  to fill in. These days I have to find  
m ore and m ore o f these extras w ithout choosing anyth ing that w ill upset anyone  
s -  no t an easy task as you can im agine. Then I try to ge t the r igh t s ized 'fille rs ' to 
fit in a page with som e actua l news, so that a new  region is a lw ays a t the top o f  
the page. This m eans that I som etim es have to change a few  words, or p rec is  an 
item. (Crikey, that takes me back to m y schoo l days), bu t I try very hard to keep  
the context. Having sa id  a ll that, I would no t want to tackle any o f it w ithout 
access to a com puter and the ability  to m ake changes on a screen before m aking  
the com m itm ent o f p rin t on paper. How did m y p redecessors m anage?

The A G M  in Kenilw orth  is our next ge t toge ther and sad ly  this ye a r the num bers  
will be even fewer. P robably by the time you read this, the decision about the 
future o f the Associa tion  will have been taken, so it m ay be that th is is the 
penultim ate opportun ity  tha t I have to speak to you  all. T im e now  to ge t o ff m y 
soapbox for ano the r s ix m onths.

So have a happy one and a good new  one as well 

Paulene Lam bert
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It is with great sadness that we have to report that Peggy J am es died on Easter 
Sunday m orning. Peggy enjoyed a long and fu lfilled life am ongst a devoted 
fam ily and wonderfu l friends. She would have been the firs t to adm it that she was 
fortunate to have lived so long and, together w ith her husband Bill, have 
experienced so m uch. Her funeral and service of thanksg iving was on May 6th, 
the day before what would have been her 92nd birthday

Peggy jo ined the W VS in 1959 and ran the East Yorksh ire  County O ffice in 
Beverley during the Cold W ar Years. She was in charge of a tw e lve vehicle  'Food 
Flying Squad' and m et with Lady Reading at Pocklington aerodrom e. She was 
awarded the MBE in 1977

Peggy becam e Div Rep fo r Hum berside and Lincolnshire and then becam e only 
the second Chairm an of the Association in 1989 fo r her th ree-year term . One of 
the earliest V ice Presidents of the Association she becam e a strong advocate for 
developing the friendsh ips of retired m em bers

Jean  Pickard recalls that she worked with Peggy at that tim e in the top floor office 
when it was at 82 Bootham . Peggy drove over from  Beverley 3 days a week and 
never m issed a duty through bad w eather or fo r any other reason. There was a 
sta ff of five sharing the duties and under Peggy, it was a very happy band

O ur condolences go to her fam ily

O b itu a r y

Ha p p y  B ir th d a y

A  man of 82 asked his w ife w hat she wanted fo r her 80th birthday to which she 
replied 'I want to be 10 aga in ’

A  week later on her b irthday he took her to a them e park and made her go on all 
the rides until she was shaking and exhausted. He then took her fo r a burger and 
even got the people in there to let her have a ch ild 's  happy meal. F inally they 
went to the cinem a and saw the la test 3D kids cartoon movie.

W hen they got hom e he asked how she had enjoyed the day. His exhausted w ife 
said that it had been Interesting. He probed fu rthe r and said 'Yes but how did 
you like being 10 again?'

His w ife looked a little confused and then said 'I m eant my dress s ize ’
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W ALES

SOUTH Div. Rep. Mrs Mary G ibbons OBE 

NORTH Div. Rep. Shelagh M urray

Sadly, no reports of activ ity from  anywhere in W ales, but p lease contact me if  you  
are a m em ber there and know  different!

G ettin g  Ma r r ie d

Jack, age 92, and Gill, age 89, are excited about the ir decision to get married. 
They go fo r a stroll to d iscuss the wedding, and on the way they pass a chem ist 
shop and Jack  suggests they go in.

Jack: 'W e're about to get m arried. Do you sell heart m edication? '
Pharm acist: 'O f course we do.'
Jack: 'H ow about m edic ine for circu lation? '
Pharm acist: 'A ll kinds'
Jack: 'M edicine fo r rheum atism ?’
Pharm acist: 'D efin ite ly .'
Jack: 'H ow about suppositories? '
Pharm acist: ‘You be t!’
Jack: 'M edicine fo r m em ory problem s, arthritis, and A lzhe im er's? '
Pharm acist: 'Yes, a large va rie ty .’
Jack: 'W hat about vitam ins, s leeping pills, antidotes fo r Parkinson's d isease? ' 
Pharm acist: 'A bso lu te ly.'
Jack: 'Everyth ing fo r heartburn and ind igestion? '
Pharm acist: 'W e sure do ...’
Jack: 'You sell w heelchairs and walkers and canes? ’
Pharm acist: 'A ll speeds and sizes.'
Jack: 'Adult incontinence pants?'
Pharm acist: 'Sure.'

Jack: 'Then we'd like to use th is store fo r our wedding present l i s t . . . . '
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NORTH EA ST DIVISIO N

So u th  a n d  W es t  Y o r k s h ir e
Div. Rep. M rs  June  Pitts BEM

Gillian H ighley MBE writes from  C a lderda le . How qu ick ly the tim e goes, I can't 
even begin to th ink it is nearly 12 m onths since the AG M . It is a pity that no-one 
can com e this year, (in fact I can 't even rem em ber where it was to be held) but I 
know that it was d ifficu lt from  Halifax whereas Y ork suited us so well. I look 
forward to receiving the next new sletter with any further details about the 
Association.

O ur report th is tim e is short as we have been unable to do som e of our regular 
th ings. Regrettab ly we have had no contact with June  Pitts fo r a couple of years.

Since the last N ew sle tter our routine of several years has been changed. Instead 
of the fish and chip lunch we have all enjoyed fo r years we went to a restaurant 
that is on a bus route, there being som e d ifficu lty fo r som e in getting to the fish 
cafe. Th is worked out very well. W e have continued to provide a lunch on the 
third Friday in each m onth and th is year we have m anaged w ithout any 
cance lla tions. If the 3rd Friday fell on a centre closure date we altered it so that we 
still kept contact with our m em bers. The menu alternates between M eat and 
Potato pie and Salm on, both of which go down really well and num bers have 
a lm ost doubled in the past 4 m onths. W e serve 35-40 people each tim e, including 
our 14 Association m em bers. M ost m em bers help in som e way although the 
provision on a new d ishw asher has made som e of them  sem i-redundant!

Tw o 90th b irthdays have been celebrated fo r our C lub m em bers and each 
received a cake m ade by Kathleen Robinson. O ur e ldest m em ber is now 97 years 
old. W e don't d isclose the ages of Association m em bers! W e're as young as we 
feel, o lder som e weeks!

W e were unable to have our usual outing th is year as so m any m em bers are now 
too frail and our fa ith fu l route planner, Ron Bunce, has not been well enough to 
undertake the job. O ur afternoon tea had to be cance lled due to a m istake in the 
room booking and the a lternative dates offered were too near to our Christm as 
Lunch. It has been decided to 'go to town' to ce lebrate the Q ueen's Jub ilee  in 
place of the usual tea so that is som ething to look forw ard to in the Spring.

W e are sorry to report the death of Norm an Tatham , a long tim e m em bers of 
W RVS and a great support to the Association. Norm an was responsib le fo r
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provid ing a speaker fo r several years fo r our regular b i-m onth ly m eetings. He had 
also helped with m eals-on-w heels in Halifax and been a great support to his wife 
Lindy, when she was C alderdale W RVS O rganiser (back in the good old days)

Finally, I have had the fo llow ing poem in my possession fo r at least 30 years. It 
was sent to W VS back in 1963 as a Christm as card and I found it in the effects of 
a long standing W RVS m em ber who taught me m uch about the O rganisation and 
working with the public and m em bers.

There 's  a splendid League of Ladies who each day the whole year through 
Are a lways on the lookout to see what they can do.

To try  and ease the burden of anyone in need 
No m atter w hat the ir colour, the ir politics, or the ir creed.

They've got the ir plain green uniform  fo r everyone to note 
But m ostly ju s t a tiny badge to w ear on dress or coat.

T he ir badge in never issued till much service has been done 
Tha t's  why it's worn so proudly fo r each one m ust be won.

So when I see th is token as I travel up and down 
Perhaps in quiet country lane or busy stree t in town 

I always pause and m urm ur 'Thank You and God Bless'
For another worthy m em ber of the W VS

T y n e  a n d  W ear
Div. Rep. Frances Som ers

The Sunderland branch is the only active group in th is area, and our num bers 
continue to decline. However, qua lity trum ps quantity and we continue to enjoy 
our m onth ly m eeting, keeping in touch with old friends and listening to a series of 
in teresting talks. Th is report covers the period from  January  to the end of August 
and in that tim e we have learned from  and laughed w ith a varie ty of speakers

January  is our AGM  and our Chairm an, Mrs Sarah Hardy, conducted the 
business part o f the m eeting with d ispatch. It is d ifficu lt to predict how long this 
will take so we do not engage a speaker, preferring to settle to coffee, a past- 
Christm as catch-up and m aybe a quiz or com petition

This year we returned to our schooldays and tried to see how m uch of the poetry 
we all had to learn by heart was still in our m em ories; given the firs t line of a
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fam ous poem, could we rem em ber the second? W e got them  all - and m any third 
and fourth ones - and even second verses!

In February we were looking forw ard to a v is it from  Christine G raham , an old 
friend who has worn a num ber of W RVS hats and is now Regional Services 
Director. Sadly, w ork com m itm ents prevented her from  com ing but her deputy 
bravely faced us and gave us a very c lear and in form ative picture of the 'new' 
W RVS. Many Associa tion m em bers have found it d ifficu lt to keep abreast of the 
seism ic changes in W RVS structure and operational practice so an opportun ity  to 
hear firs t hand and to ask questions was much appreciated

March brought us a fascinating ta lk  by Mr Kirkland about his work as a Police 
Artist. He ta lked about cases he had been involved in, including som e notorious 
local ones which were fam ilia r to som e of our m em bers. He was adam ant that a 
good artistic im pression was worth fa r m ore than a com puter-generated Photo Fit 
or E Fit and we were convinced

The recent m erger between Age Concern and Help the Aged into the new Age 
UK inspired an invitation in April to Mrs Carly King to com e and ta lk to us about 
the work of the organisation. It was a very well spent hour as she described all the 
activities available in the Sunderland area and also all the services offered both 
locally and nationally. Several m em bers were alerted to services they had not 
known about and which they would find beneficia l

O ur old friends Charles and Sonia S later cam e in May to give us another ta lk in 
the series they o ffe r about the Jew ish  way of life. Th is  one was specifica lly  about 
Passover and we learnt, from  Charles, the re lig ious s ign ificance of this festiva l 
and the cerem onies associated w ith it; from  Sonia we learned about the onerous 
practicalities fo r the fam ily housekeeper. She m ust em pty her kitchen, clean 
everything thoroughly, in troduce a d iffe rent set of crockery, cutlery, pans, and 
dishes, and seek out specific and not easily obta inab le  foodstu ffs. It was a very 
in teresting insight into a d iffe rent culture

The  em broideries o f Durham  Cathedra l were brought alive fo r us in June  by Mrs 
M aureen Martin who used a series of beautifu l s lides to take us from  the oldest 
piece o f stitched fabric (over a thousand years old) up to the present day activ ities 
of a group called the Durham  Broderers. These dedicated enthusiasts undertake 
a spectrum  of work from everyday repairs to designing and executing all the fabric 
fo r a new chapel - kneelers, tapestries, vestm ents and altar-front. The ir work was 
exquisite, and, as you can im agine in a Cathedra l the size and antiqu ity  of 
Durham, unending

W e have no m eeting in August, so we took the opportun ity  in the Ju ly  m eeting to 
d iscuss the Association AGM  in O ctober, to m andate the Div Rep and to d iscuss 
the future of our own group in light of w hatever em erges from  the AGM
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It was a cold and lonely job  fo r eleven m onths of the year, tucked up in the attics, 
check ing and sorting. The equ ipm ent, all begged and borrowed, was a row of 
old tea chests (rem em ber those?) and som e metal industrial shelving. The tea 
chests labelled thus: Baby; Boy 4 - 7; Boy 8 -1 2 ; Boy Teens, were lined up with a 
m atching G irl set. The shelving held books, again age-sorted, and gam es and 
jigsaw s. The m aterial to fill the chests and shelves trickled in throughout the year 
and all had to be checked fo r condition (m ust be good) and workab ility  - thank 
Heaven fo r the 'jigsaw -o-ph ile ' who took each one hom e and ensured that all the 
pieces were there - and fo r su itab ility

Each Janua ry  the cupboard was bare but gradua lly  the levels rose and by 
Decem ber we a lways had enough goodies to fu lfil our com m itm ent to send out 
100 C hristm as boxes to needy fam ilies. They were referred to us by Social 
W orkers, Health V isitors, GPs, etc, etc. and because a fam ily  m ight have 4/5/6 
children, to assem ble them  was quite som e task

So, suddenly, instead of the lonely workers in the attic the entire  building was 
hum m ing with an arm y of helpers each with a role in the production line. In the 
attics an age-appropria te  toy or g ift was wrapped and g ift-tagged w ith the nam e of 
the child, and a suitab le book was added, then each fam ily got a gam e and a 
jigsaw . Now the fam ily 's  box (cardboard em pties begged from  local shops) was 
taken down to the next floor where tins of m eat and fru it and boxes of b iscuits and 
packets o f sweets were added

Then down to the ground floo r where fina lly  the boxes were sorted into batches to 
be delivered across the city by vo lunteer drivers. It was a concerted team  effort 
which everyone really enjoyed being a part of. By the week before Christm as all 
the parcels were delivered, all the tea chests were em pty -and it was back to the 
attic fo r som e o f us

A llu d in g  T o T he O ld  Da y s , W hen  W e Ha d  C lo th in g  Sto r e s

No r t h u m b e r la n d
Div. Rep. Mrs Sheila M cCorm ack BEM

Sheila says that she enjoyed a lunch back in June  with som e of the Newcastle 
m em bers. A lthough the group closed as an Associa tion entity, they still m eet 
occasiona lly  and it was good to catch up with them  and all the ir news

Mrs Cynthia Sealey reports that the sm all group of m em bers in Ponteland have 
been unable to m eet la tterly fo r the ir m onth ly coffee m ornings. Th is is due to 
health problem s or fam ily  c ircum stances. However they hope to arrange a lunch 
at som e future date and keep in touch by phone calls and visits in the meantim e.
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C l e v e l a n d , Da r l in g t o n , D u r h a m , No r th  Y o r k s h ir e
Div. Rep. Mrs Ros Rowntree

No report from  Ros, but som e in teresting words from  Lily Carling

In the last new sle tter we were inform ed that there  were plans to create a new 
Network of Vo lunteers, to include volunteers both past and present, staff, 
sponsors and anyone else involved with W RVS. The  Association to run a longside 
it, at least fo r the tim e being. Reactions have been a little m ixed to the news. 
Som e association m em bers th ink we should be able to carry on as before while 
others feel that, given our gentle  decline in num bers, we should call it a day

There is no doubt that we have few er m em bers as tim e goes on. Last year, 
despite an influx of new recruits, we found ourse lves the lesser by a hundred 
people. But in spite of th is we still have much to o ffe r those who decide to jo in us. 
Not ju s t the wonderfu l cam araderie , although tha t in itse lf m akes it all worthwhile , 
but m any association m em bers are still active w ith in W RVS and, at the very least, 
keep the retired ones up to date with deve lopm ents w ith in the ir old fie lds. 
Particu larly num erous are the ta les that have been exchanged about the delivery 
of meals on wheels and the various places that have provided them

Here in Scarborough we have had a large num ber o f providers over the years, 
m any of them  excellent, but the best fo r my m oney cam e from  Scarborough 
Hospital. It a lways am azed me, however, that the wonderfu l m eals we delivered 
and the m eals that we saw being sent up to the wards bore no resem blance to 
the m ess that was fina lly  dished up to the patients. W hether it was because they 
were left standing fo r too long I don 't know but when the chef, Jam es Martin, took 
part in the te levised drive to im prove the qua lity of Scarborough 's hospital food I 
made a point of watching

Jam es Martin is a man w ith strong local connections. He grew  up on the Castle 
Howard estate and did his tra in ing in Scarborough and his determ ination to try 
and help grew out of his G randm other's  long stay in York hospital and the poor 
food served to her there. His drive to get the patients better m eals made from  
fresh ingredients was adm irable but it is one of those s ituations where you would 
love to be able to go back in six m onths and see if anything has changed

By the tim e you read th is you m ay also have watched the T V  series that is 
scheduled to start mid Septem ber about im proving the qua lity  of 'M eals On 
W heels'. Fronted by the Hairy Bikers, the ir aim is to revita lise a service that they 
claim  is ‘over-re lian t on a th inn ing vo lunteer force  offering unappetis ing food ’

Ooh. One is soooo tem pted to say; "Not in m y day, it wasn't"!
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Le ic e s t e r s h ir e , L in c o ln s h ir e  a n d  No t t in g h a m s h ir e
Div. Rep. M ike Smith

Jean Heason writes from  B assetlaw . Once again I have to report that we have 
had another very successfu l ha lf year. O ur group of com m itted m em bers continue 
to m eet regularly every m onth, and we are now recru iting m ore new m em bers, 
which is good news and we look forw ard to the ir contributions to help m ake our 
program m e m ore interesting

In May we did our annual 'Sw ing into Shape' a fternoon. Th is  is to get us into 
shape fo r all the outings, with food attached that we have planned during the 
year. Each year the exerc ises get a bit m ore d ifficu lt and we can hear everyone 
puffing and panting more

J une was our annual S traw berry Tea. U n fortunate ly the w eather was not so nice 
and m em bers were confined indoors. Not so m any m em bers were able to attend 
but those that did had lots of nice food to eat and enjoyed each others com pany. 
In Ju ly  m em bers enjoyed a trip to C lum ber Park, all did p lenty of walking and 
ta lking fo llowed by a splendid tea in the cafe. Everyone had a good tim e walking 
around the gardens. A ugust we again had our annual buffet lunch at the hom e of 
Mrs Jean Heason and desp ite  the changeable w eather m anaged to have a lovely 
lunch and it was nice jus t to sit and chat. W e still have the rest of our program m e 
to look forw ard to all m ostly indoors with som e in teresting speakers

Report from  Sheila Kent of the Leicester branch. S ince our last report, 12 of our 
m em bers attended a 1940's event at the Newarke Houses M useum  in Leicester 
and enjoyed the music of 1940's played by a trio of o lder men in the garden, 
fo llowed by tea and scones

W e continue to m eet fo r coffee in the foyer of the B ishop Street M ethodist Chapel, 
which is in Town Hall Square, Leicester, so it is very convenient fo r our m em bers. 
W e average between tw elve and eighteen m em bers attending who enjoy the 
fe llow ship  and gossip. Unfortunately, during the last year two of our m ost long 
standing and va luable m em bers have died and one or two others have deserted 
us due to increasing age and im m obility which affects us all sooner or later

However we still arrange three luncheons a year at the Leicester College of 
Catering Restaurant which is cooked and served beautifu lly  by the students and 
is thorough ly  enjoyed by us all

Rushcliffe in N ottingham shire is the final report from  the division and it com es 
from  Sheila Court. W ell we all survived the terrib le snowy, cold and downright
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dreary winter, and thankfu lly we decided som e tim e ago not to m eet in January  
and February. It was a very good decision. M arch saw us m eeting fo r the first 
tim e in 2011 and there was a lot of chatter having not seen everyone since the 
Christm as lunch

As usual the April m eeting was our AG M , not a great deal to report now-a-days. 
There are few er m em bers so that the m oney we raise to pay fo r speakers is less, 
so usua lly only one per year is possible now. U nfortunate ly Ruth Ferguson one of 
the C om m ittee m em bers has had to resign because o f health problem s. May was 
one of our usual co ffee and chat m ornings and in June  a lunch at a favourite  
restaurant, which was a lovely day fo r an outing

In Ju ly  m em bers were asked to bring along som ething of in terest to tell us about. 
A  piece of the Rock of G ibraltar, a gorgeous lustrous brown, used as a 
paperw eight by a fam ily  m em ber, handled so m uch it was beautifu lly sm ooth. 
A nother was a large silver cup from  the niece whose aunty had been a cham pion 
world ballroom  dancer; she had the m ost in teresting life. A  ring that had belonged 
to a m other-in -law  brought out of Poland on the toe of one of her sons during the 
long journey they had to m ake when they were forced out of the ir home. The lm a 
Polkowski, one of our com m ittee m em bers is now m arried to that son. There were 
a few  other item s but rather stupid ly I did not w rite everything down and now can't 
rem em ber all the details. The nuisance of grow ing o lder or one of them ! As usual 
no m eeting in A ugust one or two of us are still he lp ing/enterta in ing grandch ildren

Tw o of us will be at the AGM  in Kenilworth. It will be nice fo r us to see another 
part of the country

Ea s t  Y o r k s h ir e  t o  H u m b e r  a n d  H ull  - n o  r e p o r t  
D iv. Rep. Mrs Robina Priestley

An elderly couple had d inner at another couple 's house, and after the meal the 
w ives left the tab le and went into the kitchen.
The men were ta lk ing, and one said, 'Last week we went out to a new restaurant 
and it was really great. I recom m end it very highly.' The other man said, 'W hat is 
the nam e of the restaurant? ' The firs t man thought and thought and fina lly  said 
'what is the nam e of that flow er you give to som eone you love? You know the one 
that's red and has thorns.' 'Do you m ean a rose? ' 'Yes, that's  the one ,' replied the 
man.
He then turned tow ards the kitchen and yelled, 'Rose, what's the nam e of that 
restaurant we w ent to last week?'
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T h e r e 's N o S e r v ic e  L ike O ur  S ervice

There 's no service like our service, like no service we know.
Everything about it is appealing 
Everything the council will allow,
Nowhere else you get that happy feeling 
W hen you are freezing, out in the snow

There 's  no people like our people, they sm ile when they are low.
Even with a vehicle  tha t they know is old 
They may be stranded, out in the cold 
Yet they w ouldn 't change it fo r a pot of gold 
They jus t get on with the show.

The lunch clubs, the p laygroups, the clothing, the trips,
The books on wheels and holidays fo r kids.
The headaches, the heartaches, the backaches, the tears:
Y our fam ily  who sacrifice the m ost
W hen all they 've had fo r lunch is beans on toast

There 's no service like our service, like no service we know 
M any years have passed since we were started 
And we all in tend to carry on.
Even when a dear friend has departed 
W e're broken-hearted, but we go on

There 's no service like our service, like no service we know.
Y esterday you thought that you would not stay long 
But fifteen years or m ore have gone.
One day on your uniform  they'll pin a gong.
Let's go on with the show

W ords by V icky G rim shaw , Sale Association, (with apo logies to Irving Berlin)

A man takes his R ottweiler to the vet. 'M y dog is cross-eyed, is there anything you 
can do fo r him?'
'W ell,' said the vet, 'let's have a look'. So he picks the dog up and exam ines his 
eyes, then he checks his teeth. Finally, he says, I ' m going to have to put him 
dow n.'
'W hat! Ju s t because he’s c ross-eyed? ' 
'No, because he's really heavy'

They're  both dogs, so why does G oofy stand up, while Pluto is on all fours?
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NORTH WEST DIVISION

N o rth  a n d  So u th  Ma n c h e s t e r
D iv. Rep. Mrs Jean  M atthews BEM

Bury G roup m em bers were all relieved tha t the dreadful snow and ice 
experienced by us all last W in te r had abated by the tim e we m et on 1st February 
to enjoy our "C hristm as" Lunch. The meal at Park Farm Restaurant was a great 
success and everyone was satisfied with the pensioners' sized portions - such an 
advantage not being overfaced by a huge meal, particu larly as fantastic  hom e­
made desserts are available!

Unfortunate ly the AGM  in March proved to be a little d isappointing - fo r various 
reasons the num ber of m em bers able to attend dropped to 13. Jean and Ken 
M atthews produced m eat and potato pie fo llowed by super trifles made by other 
m em bers. Mr S tatham , a retired W RVS Meals O rganiser from  the Prestw ich area, 
enterta ined us with his poetry readings, som e written by himself. Our sincere 
thanks, yet again, to Frank and Jane t Hewitt, and Bernard and M arjorie Sharpies 
for all the ir hard work in the kitchen and elsewhere on the day. W e were very 
sorry that G ladys G olbig had a fall on her way to the AGM  and we are gratefu l to 
Rose W alsh fo r looking after her at A&E and taking her back hom e afterwards

O ur Sum m er outing proved to be very popular and regrettab ly the coach was 
already filled by the tim e som e of our m em bers responded to the c ircu lar letter. It 
turned out to be a m ost beautifu l warm  and sunny day fo r the trip to Lake 
W inderm ere. W e paused fo r m orning coffee at the County Hotel in Carnforth, only 
five m inutes run from  the M6, and it proved much m ore enjoyab le than using one 
of the m otorw ay service stations. A t the Bellsfie ld Hotel at Bowness we were 
served an excellent lunch and the six acres of lovely gardens overlooking the lake 
enabled the less m obile m em bers to relax and enjoy the superb scenery, wh ilst 
others sailed on the lake or strolled to find bargains in the nearby shops

M em bers living in the Prestw ich area continue to enjoy m eeting m onthly at Rose 
W alsh 's hom e - much appreciated by everyone and our thanks again to Rose

It was with sadness tha t th is m orning Ruth W arburton and I attended the funeral 
service of Bessie Knot, aged 91, who had been an extrem ely dedicated W RVS 
office helper, and Meals on W heels driver, fo r m any years in the 1980s and 
1990s. Bessie was always cheerfu l, chatty, and very w illing at all tim es and was 
much respected by the recip ients as well as by colleagues. She continued to be 
interested in the Association although not able to jo in  in our activities recently.
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W e are also sorry to report the recent death of Em ily H iggins, aged 97, who had 
been a consc ientious founder m em ber of the Meals on W heels team  in Bury and 
a much respected m em ber of the Association until two years ago

It is pleasing to hear that 10 m em bers of the Sale G roup continue to m eet 
m onth ly fo r coffee and a chat at each other's hom es - always a very p leasant 
m orning. On 27th June  the m em bers went to F riars ' Rose G arden Centre at 
Knutsford where everyone enjoyed som e lovely food and a stroll around the 
Centre adm iring all the plants, flow ers and fancy goods that were on sale. 
S incere thanks to Joan A llm ark  who organises th is Group. She also tells us that 
her friend from  Canada arrived unexpectedly and was able to jo in the outing 
which she thorough ly  enjoyed and in particu lar the com pany of all the m em bers

M er s eysid e
Div. Rep. Mrs Sylvia Hatchell

I have jo ined the local group at the ir m onthly lunch and listened carefu lly  to the ir 
opin ions on W RVS, the changes in the organisation and the tu rnover of 
personnel. I have had vis its from  Chairm an Marilyn, Div Rep M ary Jones and 
Association m em ber Linda M cEvoy and we have d iscussed the proposal to make 
the Association part of the W RVS Network. The ir fee lings and those of my 
m em bers is still the sam e; that is we are in favour of the proposal, but we would 
continue to m eet as friends, supporting one another until it is no longer feasib le

Sadly I will not be jo in ing with co lleagues at the Association AG M , as I shall be 
staying in C hicago during the m onth of O ctober, with m y youngest daughter who 
is working there fo r a year

La n c a s h ir e
Div Rep - M ary Jones

There have been no meetings in the county this year as we have very few members 
and they are scattered, but always interested to find out what is going on round the 
country. W elcome to a new member from Preston Mrs Audrey Sheard

St  H elens
Diane Smith,

Seven of us continue to m eet each m onth to enjoy each other's com pany and 
som etim es rem inisce. W e all agreed tha t the 'new ' fo rm at fo r the Action 
m agazine is better now, as there is m ore about projects in our local area
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SOUTH EAST DIVISION

No r f o lk
Div. Rep. M ary Taylo r

Having spent the last 5 years dividing my time between UK and Northern Cyprus, I am 
again now a 'full tim e ' resident of the UK, (with the exception of holidays). I have 
enjoyed m y travels, and had m any in teresting experiences during that time. The 
Turk ish  Cypriot life style is so d iffe rent to here. They have a very safe existence, 
particularly fo r fem ales and children. There is very little crime.

Shops do not lock their wares away at night, they are just out on display continually. I 
am not saying there is not any theft, but the saying is if caught and imprisoned you only 
do it once. An experience I did not have. There are many historic and interesting parts 
of the Island to explore, most of which I have done. It is truly an outdoor life, having so 
many months of continual sunshine. The days simply do not exist when you take potluck 
on sunshine, more like wonder if it may rain today. Of course the answer is no, as the 
rainy season is normally 2 weeks during February. However, finally the heat was the 
winner with me, and I decided I was not born to live in those constant temperatures, so 
back to the UK. I have many friends there, and half of my fam ily live there, so I 
suppose m y days will still be spent visiting, but, my main hom e is here.

We, at the Great Yarmouth branch have had the occasional gathering whenever I have 
been in UK. However, on my return our first organised meeting was a New Year 
Luncheon early March attended by 50 members and friends. As always the most 
popular choice of menu was Cod and chips. (Forgetting the diets temporarily). This is 
when I asked members if they objected to me restarting our Branch programme. I was 
delighted and truly touched by the response. Accordingly, I have re-assumed the role of 
chairperson.

Our second gathering was for a Mystery tour in April, when 51 friends and members 
gathered to enjoy a day together. W e have a fantastic coach driver, name of Tony who 
regularly takes us out. W e firstly headed towards Taverham Garden Centre for a coffee 
break, then onto Fakenham, an old Norfolk town for lunch. The afternoon saw us in 
Holt, a very quaint town for afternoon tea and walk around the shops.

In May we went to Sheringham Park, now part of the National Trust and it is the place to 
see a wonderful collection of Rhododendrons and Azaleas. There are over a thousand 
different varieties, colours and perfumes all so beautiful. Then on into Sheringham for 
lunch, and finally on to East Ruston Vicarage Gardens.
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June saw 41 of us heading to Clacton-on-sea. Firstly we stopped at T he  Out of Town' 
shopping area. It was quite chilly and wet. W e then went into Clacton itself, and 
thankfully the weather improved. W e have to rem em ber however, that we are on 
the East coast tha t can be notoriously cool.

August we had another Mystery trip, very popular with our group. 49 of us set off earlier 
than usual, as it was going to be a longer journey. O f course, the usual question, 'where 
are we going', on a mystery trip? Our great driver has a cryptic clue quiz for us on these- 
particular days, trying to let us guess our destination. Even if we give the right answer he 
will still not confirm until we arrive. This time we headed further inland, finally arriving at 
Boston. If you have never been it is well worth a visit. The Church, also known as the 
'stump' is wonderful. It was a Wednesday when we went, so also m arket day w ith over 
100 stalls.

May our Branch be the first to wish all other Members a very Happy Christmas and Healthy 
New Year?
Finally we want to say, PLEASE, do not let our Association d isappear. The re  is 
too much friendship to be lost.

S u r r e y , K e n t , S u ss ex
Div. Rep. Mrs Joan R osling

The only group in the area now is G uildford and they fina lly  had the ir Christm as 
lunch on 2nd February -  two m onths late because it was previously snowed off!

I th ink that as  we are in the hom e town o f Lew is C arro ll we cou ld  perhaps borrow  
the 'un-b irthday ' rule o f any day excep t 25 th D ecem ber fo r our C hristm as lunch. 
W hy do we a ll try to have it in w in te r when it w ould be m uch easie r fo r every one  
to have it s ix  m onths earlie r o r la ter? Ed

N o r t h a m p t o n s h ir e

Mary Harber writes from  the Rushden & Raunds Club. She has taken over from  
Mrs Christine C arter who has now retired having run it so very well fo r m any 
years. Chris is still a m em ber and I know I will be calling on her fo r advice in the 
future. On behalf of the m em bers I would like to thank Chris fo r all her hard work 
and fo r the Delicious Christm as D inners she has a lways arranged fo r us 
It is with great sadness though that I have to report on the death of a very fa ithfu l 
m em ber Mrs Brenda Sm ith. As I reported in the last issue Brenda had been taken 
ill at Christm as and very sadly her health deteriorated so m uch that she never 
returned home. W e will all m iss Brenda very m uch as she was not on ly a m em ber 
of the W RVS but also the W l and The Royal British Legion and she worked hard 
fo r all these organisations
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O ur m eetings th is year have been a Coffee M orning at m y hom e last May when 
there were so m any raffle prizes we all w ent hom e with one and recently sixteen 
m em bers m et at the hom e of Mrs Pearl Jones fo r a Tea Afternoon and the 
m em bers enjoyed sandw iches, hom em ade cakes, cream teas and straw berries 
and cream  and pots of tea. It was a lovely way to spend a sum m er afternoon, so 
thank you Pearl
O ur next event will be the Christm as D inner at Rushden G olf C lub and I hope that 
all our 24 m em bers will be able to attend

Lo n d o n  NE & C ity  - n o  r e p o r t  
M rs W in Taylo r OBE DL,

O x f o r d s h ir e , B ed f o r d s h ir e  a n d  B u c k in g h a m s h ir e  -  n o  r e p o r t
Jo in t M rs  Jean Callaway,
Div. Reps. Mrs Sheila W ilson,

Ha m p s h ir e  & Isle  of W ig h t  - n o  r e p o r t  
D iv. Rep Mrs Beryl Adam s,

Grants for WVS and WRVS members
The WRVS Benelovent Trust was 
set up by Lady Reading to help 
members of the WVS later WRVS. 
Any current or former member 
finding themselves in unexpected 
financial need may apply for a grant.

To apply write to:
The Honorary Secretary
WRVS Benevolent Trust
14 Wykeham Road
Guildford, Surrey, GU1 2SE
Or e-mail wrvsbenevolenttrust@hotmail.co.uk

Visit our webpages at vmw.wrvs.org.uk  
C harity no. 261931

A s I am no longer the secre ta ry  for the W RVS Benevo len t Trust, p lease  
write to -E d
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SOUTH WEST DIVISION

Do r s e t  & W ilts h ir e  & D evo n  & C o r n w a ll
Div. Rep. Mrs A lice C leland CBE

The W iltsh ire and Sw indon G roups continue to m eet regu larly  and we are all such 
old friends now that we will carry on w hether under the um brella of the 
Association or not.

W e are privileged in W iltsh ire  to have the W RVS Arch ives at Devizes and four 
Association m em bers, A lice, M arguerite, Barbara and Gill are part o f the 
vo lunteer team  cataloguing the collection to be ready to go on line fo r the 75th 
ann iversary in 2013. W e are currently  working on the W artim e Narrative Reports 
- it is the m ost in teresting and inspiring w ork im aginable. And so much of it is 
re levant to today - w aste not, w ant not!

Association m em ber Lindy W ood left a £5000 legacy to the A rchives and th is is 
being used to educate children about the Second W orld W ar and particu larly the 
contribution of wom en. W e th ink Lindy would approve of this. I hope you are all 
receiving the Heritage Bulletin telling you about the w ork of the Archives. P lease 
let us know me know if not, e ither by writing to me at the above address or 
contacting me on the em ail shown. If you have any m em orabilia you would like 
to lodge with the Archives, they would be very pleased to hear from  you. It will 
be cata logued under your nam e so that your descendants can find it

So m e r s e t  a n d  A vo n
Div. Rep. Mrs Sheila Scholey

Sheila regrets that no phone contacts have been m ade and she has nothing to 
report

No t  fr o m  Es s e x  o r  even  b lo nde
A  girl was driving down the M otorway when her car phone rang. It was her 
boyfriend, urgently  warning her, 'Sweetheart, I ju s t heard on the news that 
there 's a car going the wrong way on the m otorway. P lease be very carefu l!' 
'It's not ju s t one car!' said the girl, 'There 's hundreds o f them !'
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CH A N N EL ISLANDS

G u e r n s e y
Mrs M argaret Ch ilco tt

2011 has seen a great change in G uernsey that no one would ever have 
envisaged. This has com e about, as I understand it, th rough changes in the 
constitution in the UK and G uernsey W RVS being run quite separate ly from  the 
UK organisation. W e are now no longer allowed to be The W om en's Royal 
Vo luntary Service. W e were proud to be m em bers of such a wonderfu l 
organisation and feel a great loss and sadness after over s ixty years that the 
W RVS has been established here

The vo luntary work will go on -  but under a d iffe rent name, now T h e  G uernsey 
Vo luntary S erv ice '. The new organisation was launched earlie r in the year when 
all m em bers were invited to a lunch or tea where they were presented with new 
badges depicting a fam ily  of two adults and a child with arm s linked. I hope as 
m em bers of the W RVS Association that we in G uernsey will still be allowed to 
belong to the Association

W e had a very nice lunch and get-together in April and then in June  I invited 
m em bers and guests to my hom e fo r tea and they had a wander around the 
garden to see the views over the sea. Our next event will be our lunch in 
Novem ber

Je r s e y -  No Report 
Mrs Jill O ’Byrne

My short-term  m em ory is not as sharp as it used to be.
Also, my short-term  m em ory's not as sharp as it used to be.

Som ebody actually com plim ented me on m y driving today. 
There was a little note on the w indscreen. It said, 'Parking F ine.'
Tha t was nice

AGE m ay not w eary them , but don 't half affect the m em ory
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W R V S  A s s o c ia t io n  01 904 634 500
15 P rio ry  S tre e t, Y o rk , Y O l  6 E T  w rvs.associa tion@ ta lkta lk.net

These contact deta ils are for all adm in istra tion o f the A ssocia tion  inc lud ing  
change o f address notification, M em bership, S ubscrip tion  & N ew sle tte r C ircu lation

P r e s id e n t

Ruth M arkland - Chairm an W RVS 

V ic e -P r es id en ts

The Hon. Dame Mary C orsar Lady Toulson CBE 
Sylvia Hatchell MBE Mrs Sheila M cC orm ack BEM 

Mrs Ava Christophersen Mrs D iane Price 
Mrs Pat Copping Mrs Sheila Scholey

C o m m itte e

C h a ir m a n  N e w s le tte r  Ed ito r
Marilyn O penshaw  Paulene Lam bert

Ho n . S e c r e ta r y  Ho n . T r e a s u r e r
M rs  Jean Pickard Mrs Maureen Hudson

M in u tes  S e c r e ta r y  V o l u n t a r y  M em b er
V acant Katherine Carm ichael

The fo llow ing address is only fo r contributions fo r the next Newsletter 
B y  1st F e b ru a ry  p le a s e

The Editor Please rem em ber to give your
contact details with your report, 
m ention the G roup and Division, 
and print any nam es or places

20

mailto:wrvs.association@talktalk.net

