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Y O U R  C H A IR M A N  W R IT E S  ...

D e a r M em ber,

O u r thoughts in the G olden Jub ilee  Y e a r  w ill go back 

over the past 50 years, and we hope that the m em orie s 

reca lled  in th is spec ia l ed ition  of the A sso c ia t io n  N ew s w ill 

be of g rea t in te rest to you all.

T h roughout the country  there w ill be se rv ice s at C a thed ra ls  

and C hurches, and va riou s ce lebrations, g iv in g s  thanks fo r the 

past but a lso  look ing  fo rw a rd  to the fu tu re  and the e ve r-

g row ing  va r ie ty  of w ork  of the W R V S. F a r  from  "fa d in g  out" 

a fte r the War, as is s t ill thought by m any m em bers o f the 

genera l public, W R V S  has not on ly  grow n in statu re , but 

developed and m oved w ith the tim es to m eet the needs of 

the day. W hich  of us would have thought that the o rig ina l 

fo rm  of M e a ls  on W heels would now be com puterised!

One of the deve lopm ents w h ich  has a risen  in the 

A sso c ia t io n  during the past year is what, as a suggestion ,

I  would ca ll "T w in n in g ".  (A ll over Eu rope  we see, w ith the 

nam e of a town - the "T w in " town in som e other country).

D o  you th ink  it would be a good idea if  we could  arrange, 

am ongst our m em bers, a plan for e xch an g in g  v is it s  and news 

w ith others in d iffe ren t pa rts o f the c o u n try ?

D u r in g  the past year a pa rty  of m em bers fro m  Y o rk  

has rece ived  W V S/W R V S  ho sp ita lity  in South  W ales, and are 

go ing  aga in  th is year to N o rth  W ales. A lso  m em bers
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from  South Ea st  London, when v is it in g  the Isle  of W ight, 

were m ade ve ry  w elcom e by a new G roup  of the 

A ssoc ia t io n .

Pe rhaps you would like  to ta lk  toge the r about th is 

in your own loca lity , and w ith your A re a  and C ou n ty  

R ep re sen ta tive s, w ith a v iew  to fo rm ing  links and 

a rra ng in g  litt le  ho lidays or v is its  - or pen p a ls ?

It seem s a long tim e ago, but un fo rtunate ly  we have 

had no N ovem be r new sle tte r s ince  then, so I should like 

to say  how m uch we all enjoyed the w arm  and friend ly  

w elcom e we rece ived  at our Annua l G enera l M e e t in g  in 

N ew ca st le  upon Tyne  in June 1987, and send our thanks 

to M rs  Sm urthw a ite , the A re a  A sso c ia t io n  R ep re sen ta tive , 

and all the loca l m em bers, and a lso  to M rs  M c C o rm a c k ,  

W R V S  A re a  O rgan ise r, who g ive s the A sso c ia t io n  so m uch 

support.

O ur Annua l G enera l M e e tin g  th is year w ill be in 

London  on W ednesday, 8th June, and we look fo rw a rd  to 

see ing m any o f you there.

W ith ve ry  best w ishe s to you all

C h a irm a n
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E D IT O R IA L

We are so rry  you m issed  your N ovem be r edition, but we have 
tried  to ca tch  up on your news in th is la rge r-than -u sua l one.

V e ry  m any thanks to a ll of you who have sent m e your 
rem in iscence s of the ea rly  yea rs of W VS. M an y  of you w ill 
be ce leb rat ing  50 yea rs o f se rv ice  th is year, too.

C O N G R A T U L A T IO N S  TO  Y O U  A L L

I w as ve ry  sad, how ever, that there w ere no con tribu tion s from  
Scotland. Indeed, I do not rem em ber ever re ce iv in g  an 
"A r c h iv e s "  le tte r from  anyone N o rth  of the Border. A l l  I get 
is your N ew sle tte r fo r Scotland. I do try  to m ake th is a 
N a t iona l N ew sle tte r, and to those  of you in parts o f the 
country  who feel they are being overlooked  I can on ly  say  
p lease let m e have su itab le  copy. I can on ly  edit your 
N ew sle tte r, not w rite  it all!

M rs  E. G o s lin g  of B r is to l w rites, " I  never fo rge t the pleasure 
we all had when L a d y  R e a d in g  ever cam e". M an y  of you feel 
the sam e. L a d y  R e a d in g  becam e a legend in her own 
life tim e, but she could  not have done it a ll on her own.
T ribute  m ust be paid to the countle ss w om en and m en of ab ility  
and ded ication, not on ly  those  who gathered  round L a d y  R ead in g  
at the beginn ing, but those who have se rved  in eve ry  generation  
since. Those o f us now "re t ire d " congra tu la te  the present 
generation, who are ce leb rat ing  th is G olden Jubilee, and who 
still, as W V S/W R V S  has a lw ays done, exp e rim enting  w ith  new 
ideas and do ing th ings in the sp ir it  o f the ir own generation.

F ina lly , ve ry  m any thanks to M rs  Pe ta  R o g e rs  for the front 
cover design  on th is spec ia l edition, and o f course  to the sta ff  
of the P r in t  R o o m  for p roduc ing  th is N ew sle tte r.

A n d  m ay you all have the o ccasion  to ce leb rate  w ith your 
friends and co lleagues.

M rs  D .E . G ross 
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W V S  ROLL 

o f  HONOUR 

The above is in book form , and lives in W e stm in ste r A b b e y .

It w as designed by the w orld -renow ned  ca llig rapher, M is s  
C la ire  Evans, who, w ith  M is s  D .G . C rom b ie , were the f ir s t  
joint O rgan ise rs  o f C am b e rw e ll from  1938 until 1961.

Those  of us who were w o rk ing  in that f irs t  C am berw e ll 
o ff ic e  s low ly  becam e aw are  of what the card  index in M is s  
E v a n s ' litt le  room  was a ll about. The R o ll o f H onour was 
ded icated  in the presence of the Queen at W e stm in ste r 
A bb ey  in 1951. It conta ined  the nam e o f eve ry  W VS w orker 
from  all over the U n ited  K in gd o m  who had lost her life  
during the War, o f whom  there were 241 k illed  in action.

A  page of the Book is turned, I believe, each day. A n d  in 
a draw er under the table on w hich  the Book  is d isp layed  
is another Book  - a copy - not in go ld lea f w ith the 
appropria te  co lou red  flow e rs  for the county  involved, but 
just the nam e and the w ork  undertaken; and these pages 
one can tu rn  and m arve l.

The book w as ca rr ied  in the p rocession  at the 40th  
A n n ive rsa ry  S e rv ice  at St. P a u l 's  C a thed ra l in 1978.

M r s  E .G .D . B lo ck  M B E ,
L O N D O N  S E  A re a  R ep re sen ta t ive
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O B IT U A R Y

M is s  J O A N  B E R T R A M  O B E , JP. K a th leen  H a lp in  w rites:
We were all ve ry  sad to hear that Joan B e rtra m  had died 
last D ecem ber. Joan joined W VS in 1938 and w as C ou n ty  
Borough  O rgan ise r  for Bou rnem outh  until 1943, when she 
becam e R e g io n a l O rgan ise r  for Sou thern  R e g io n  based on 
R ead ing . She w as appointed R e g ion a l A d m in is t ra to r  in 
1961, a post she held until 1969, when she joined the 
R e g ion a l s ta ff  at H eadquarte rs, re t ir in g  in 1971. She and 
D am e  M a ry  T y rw h itt  w orked  together in sta rt in g  the 
W V S/W R V S  A ssoc ia t io n . She w ill a lw ays be rem em bered  
for her enthusiasm , lo ya lty  and keen sense o f hum our.

M is s  W. J O N E S .  L o rn a  B ro the rton  w rites: W ales is  sad 
to learn of the death of W in ifred  Jones, who sta rted  w ith 
C iv il  De fence, and then gave  inva luab le  he lp at C o lw yn  Bay  
H o sp ita l until her re t irem ent in 1985. E ven  when 83 years 
young she continued to help w ith o ff ice  m anning.

M rs  K . H IN E S .  P e ggy  Jam es w rites: We regre t to report 
the death o f M rs  K a th leen  H ine s of B rid ling ton , one of the 
ve ry  ea rly  m em bers o f the A ssoc ia t io n . She w as w ith 
Se rv ice s W e lfa re  in Europe, and m ade a ve ry  la rge  co llect ion  
of souven irs  and new spaper cuttings. H e r W VS grea tcoa t 
has a lin ing  covered  w ith  the badges of e ve ry  unit that had 
passed through "h e r "  C lubs, and it is now in W R V S  A rch ive s.

M rs  J.R . B atte rsby . Those  of us who ran W R V S  O ff ic e s  
are sad to hear of the death of M rs  B atte rsby . F o r  so m any 
yea rs she ran "B a y  6" and p rovided  us w ith a ll the sta tione ry  
supp lies we needed. Ed.

We are so rry  to learn  o f the death  of the fo llow ing  m em bers 
since  the last N ew sle tte r in M a y  1987.

M rs  L. B ann ing  M D  3
M is s  W. Shaw  N E  1
M is s  K .M .  Teuton S E  2
M rs  G .E. D o u st S E  1
M rs  F .A . D y so n  N E  4
M rs  O .E. Jew ell M B E  London  N E
M rs  M .A . B r ita in  M D  2
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O B IT U A R Y  (continued)

M r s  M . Benyon  H C  3
M rs  E. Sutton  M D  1
M rs  W. B laney  H C  1
M rs  E.Q. Sm a rt H C  1
M rs  E .C ra n e  SW  1
M rs  M .M .E . E van s D y fe d
M rs  K .E . D e itch  SW  1
M is s  M . Thom pson  SE  1
M rs  G. R e e s  M D  2
M rs  D .M . D uncom be  N E  2
M rs  C .D . L o c k it t  London N W
M rs  M .E . W adsw orth  M an che ste r
M rs  E. B rad le y -Sm ith  S E  2
M rs  D. W ilk ie  M B E  N W  4
M rs  M . N ayo r London  N W
M rs  M .D . C audw e ll H C  2
M rs  W .M. P r ie st  SW  2
M rs  D. G ood N E  2
M is s  F . G  William  SE  1
M rs  S.H. W ooster H C  3
M rs  J. Ing le  N W  4
M rs  M . B u ck le y  B E M  SE  2
M rs  M .G . V ig ra ss  M D  2
M rs  E .E. W aters M D  2
M rs  M .J. W a llace  M D  1
M is s  C .H .L . O sw in  H C  2
M rs  W.G. O ffe r  H C  3
M rs  M . D u ckw o rth  N W  1
M rs  L. Y ou n g  N E  2
M rs  M . N ew m an   N E  3
M rs  D .M . O 'H e r i ly  N E  1
M rs  N. Jordan  S E  2
M rs  E. S tych  M D  1
M rs  P. R a g g a tt  M D  1
M rs  N. F lo yd  N E  2
M rs  N. G ran ge r H C  3
M rs  K .M . P h illip s  SE  1
M rs  E .H . P f leu ge r N E  2
M rs  T. R o s s  N E  2
M rs  T. D ic k so n  M D  2

7



B IR T H D A Y  H O N O U R S  1987 

We send our sin ce re  co ngra tu la t ion s to the fo llow ing:

M B E

M rs  June M ill ic e n t  R u sse ll S E  A re a  1
A re a  O rgan ise r

M rs  K a th leen  Sco tt W ilk ie  Scotland
R eg ion a l O rgan ise r  Lo th ian

B E M

M rs  M a ry  A d a  C ro f t  N W  2
Sa lfo rd  M e tro po litan

M rs  Vera  E the l C a lv in  London SW
O ld  P e o p le 's  C lub  Leader, Lam be th

M rs  O live  H a rr is  Channe l Is.
St. Sam pson  C lub  Leader, G uern sey

M rs  G eorg ina  A lle n  K in g  H C  A re a  2
D is t r ic t  Food  O rgan ise r, M a idenhead

M rs  F lo ren ce  B.P. B uck in gham  SW  2
E m e rge n cy  Se rv ice s O rgan ise r, D evon
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N E W  Y E A R ' S  H O N O U R S  L IS T  

We send our sin ce re  congra tu la t ion s to the fo llow ing:

M B E

M rs  Jean M a ry  Fo rbe s W ales
V ic e -C h a irm a n

M rs  Eve  Sheppard  London  N E
A re a  O rgan ise r

B E M

M rs  Daphne  A r s c o t t  SW  1
C it y  O rgan ise r, B r is to l

M rs  She ila  D u ff ie ld  M D  3
M e tro p o litan  O rgan ise r, Sandw ell

M rs  B e rtha  P a t r ic ia  F a rre n  N W  1
L o c a l O rgan ise r, C la y to n - le -M o o rs

M rs  Ba rb a ra  Jean G reen fie ld  H C  A re a  2
L o ca l O rgan ise r, D enham

M rs  N o rm a  H a rr iso n  N E  3
D eputy  O rgan ise r, C it y  of H u ll

M rs  M a rg a re t  M c G re g o r  M cG e e  Ed inburgh
Se rv ice s W e lfare
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To Stella, L a d y  R ead ing, Founder o f W V S/W R V S

On the o ccasion  o f 50 G olden  Y e a rs

The eyes that gazed
o 'e r  the barren earth,
torn by war, b itte rness and toil
turned to the tender young tree
held in her hand,
and w ith  hope and love gently  la id  it 
in the soil.

Seasons changed,
the tree grew  strong,
its le a fy  b ranches sp read ing wide,
stand ing  f irm  ga in st w ind and sto rm
she lte rin g  all from  harm  w ith  pride.

She sca tte red  seeds beneath the tree, 
nam es of flow ers unknow n to you and me, 
O f  co lou rs so rich  and ra re  ca lled  
Hope, stead fastne ss, love  and care.

The gentle  w inds the seeds did blow, 
sca tte r in g  far and wide, 
fa llin g  as so ft c a re ss in g  ra in  
in m any a dark and lonely  place, 
b rin g in g  joy w here there w as pain.
A n d  from  the hard earth  grew  
until they b lossom ed in co lou rs 
o f r ich e st hue.

A n d  now today we ce leb rate  a harvest 
o f the purest gold.
Th is is the sto ry  to be told, 
fo reve r new, fo reve r old.
A n d  though those eyes no longe r see, 
it is w ith love from  you and me.

C h r is  Sm urthw a ite
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G O L D E N  J U B IL E E  M E M O R IE S

M is s  M. Steven son  (C um bria ) w rites: "It  rea lly  is am az in g  
how often  the rem ark  is made, 'Oh, I thought W R V S  only  
ever does M e a ls  on W h ee ls '".  I am  sure m any people have 
heard the sam e thing.

It is even m ore am az in g  how  m any se rv ices, needed in w artim e  
were found to be equally  necessa ry  in peacetim e. H ow  out 
of a dark and desperate  period  cam e deve lopm ents in the 
vo lun ta ry  soc ia l w e lfa re  field: how one th ing led to another; 
and how W V S/W R V S  has continued over so m any years to be 
innovative  and en terp rising.

That is what these G olden Jubilee  A rc h iv e s  are  all about, 
ca llin g  on the m em orie s of A sso c ia t io n  m em bers, m any of 
them  ce leb rat ing  50 years o f se rv ice  a long w ith W R V S , to 
rem ind  us how  it began and how it has developed. Som e 
se rv ice s, such as H om e Helps, have ou tg row n  W R V S  and 
been taken o ve r by the L o c a l A u th o r it ie s.  O the r se rv ice s 
have gone on and on, or indeed have taken a new d irection .

B R IT IS H  R E S T A U R A N T S  - L U N C H E O N  C L U B S  
B r it ish  R e sta u ra n ts  were set up to augm ent the feed ing of 
the w orke rs and evacuees during the war, and later 
developed into M e a ls  on W heels and Luncheon  C lubs.

M rs  B. M ye rs  (W illesden) opened a la rge  B r it ish  R e sta u ra n t 
in C rick lew ood . "W e o ften  served  400 d inners a day to 
fa c to ry  w o rke rs and schoo lch ild ren. One of the w orst days 
we had was when a bom b w as dropped near the B R  sm ash in g  
a ll w indow s and doors. I w as co llected  to help at an 
in fo rm a tion  point. So m any casua ltie s, I w as on duty 
until 4 am.

M rs  G. A in sw o rth  (W est Sussex) w as a D is t r ic t  O rgan ise r  in 
London. D u r in g  the f ly in g  bom b period  when schoo l m eals 
were cooked in B r it ish  R e sta u ra n ts  ... "m y  heavy conta ine rs 
had to be co llected  from  a B r it ish  R e sta u ra n t  on the f irs t  
floor: find ing  a fit man to help ca rry  them  was like  look ing  
fo r a needle in a haystack: one prayed fo r a m em ber of the 
F o rce s  on leave ".
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M rs  M. Page  (C an te rbu ry ) "w o rked  in one in She ffie ld . We 
had four jobs, w ash ing  up, serv ing, tak ing  m oney and 'ru n n in g ' 
I enjoyed the la tte r as it invo lved  tak ing  the food from  the 
k itchen  to the se rv in g  area, so we saw  the best o f both 
worlds. We did not like being in cha rge  o f the m oney and 
usually  got the to ta l w rong. When m y turn cam e, I was 
short of the co rre c t am ount but m ade it up by m y own m oney 
I was astounded to hear the supe rv iso r say, 'L ad ie s, for the 
f irst  tim e one of your m em bers has ba lanced the m oney 
c o rre c t ly '.  A f te r  all these years I c a n 't  rem em ber m y rep ly "

A fte r  the war, the needs of the e lderly  for Luncheon  C lubs 
for soc ia l reasons as well as m eals were recogn ised  and 
W VS went on to o rgan ise  other soc ia l C lubs.
The fo llow ing  le tte r sent in 1987 to M rs  Wren, our Secre ta ry, 
says it all. " I  hope to v is it  the W R V S  A l l  D a y  C lub  at 
Ea stbourne  in A p ril.  I m ention  th is because  hav ing  v is ited  
severa l tim es all concerned m ake us so w elcom e, it 's  a v is it  
not to be m issed. The bu ffe t lunch is p repared  and arranged  
w ith care  and is a lw ays a ttra c tive . I would like  to say 
how m uch it is apprec iated ". F ro m  M rs  E .M . B rad le y  Barnes 
(H astings)

C L O T H IN G
Th is is a se rv ice  w hich  has continued th roughout using the 
tim e-honoured  sy stem  of bundling (w ith its specia l knot).
The C lo th in g  A rc h iv e s  scheduled for the ill-fa te d  N ovem ber 
1987 issue w ill appear in N ovem be r 1988. H ere  we w ill just 
add the H om e F ro n t 's  e ffo rts  to help stre tch  the c lo th ing  
coupons when fam ilie s  whose hom es had been destroyed  by 
bombs, or those w ith rap id ly  g row ing  ch ild ren  found th ings 
d ifficu lt.

M rs  M . D a v ie s  (Y eov il,  then of K n igh ton , W ales) was 
"C lo th in g  O ff ic e r  and Depot O rgan ise r  fo r the hundreds, 
m aybe thousands, of ga rm ents w hich  w ere sent from  Canada, 
A m e rica , A u st ra lia  and other countries, in c lud ing  A rgen tina . 
The m ost w e lcom e item  was the bedding w hich  went to the 
H oste l fo r Evacu ee s".
M rs  D. F a rm e r (N ear S tra t fo rd -o n -A vo n ) reco rd s that the 
c lo th ing  exchange  was quite fun. "O ne  week, when it 
was snowy, La d y  M il ls  and I toured our v illa ge  w ith a sledge, 
and co llected  m asses of s tu ff  for Sho red itch ".
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M rs  A . G o slin g  (6ea M ills , B risto l). "W e had two room s in 
a p riva te  house: the M um s b rought the ch ild re n 's  outgrow n
good ga rm en ts to the fron t room : we in the back room  gave 
them  po ints w h ich  they could save to enable them  to obta in  
la rge r g a rm e n ts ". "
Both  M rs  G o slin g  and M is s  J. B a rke r (St. L e o n a rd 's )  reca ll 
that c lo th ing  departm ents repaired ga rm en ts for m em bers 
o f the Fo rce s, and a lso  show ed them  how to do the repa irs 
for them selves.

E V A C U E E S  - C H I L D R E N 'S  H O L ID A Y S

M rs  G. A in sw o rth  (W est Sussex) was a D is t r ic t  O rgan ise r  in 
London du ring the war. She rem ind s us that there w ere 
two periods of e vacuation  of children. The f ir s t  was 
im m ed ia te ly  a fte r the outb reak o f war, but the "phoney w a r" 
soon tem pted m ost o f them  to go back home. When the 
bom bs began to fa ll, e vacuation  o f ch ild ren  and m others 
began in real earnest.
M rs  E. B lo ck  (London SE ) soon got invo lved  in 1939. A t  
H ithe r G reen  Sta tion  she w as faced  by "A  m aze  of sm a ll 
ch ildren, pregnant m others, husbands, friends and ne ighbours 
see ing them  off. "T a ke  th is le tte r", I w as told, "but d o n 't  
open it until the tra in  is w ell out of the sta tion  - we don 't  
want anyone know ing w here the tra in  is going. There are 
5 or 6 po lice  cadets to go w ith you and som e other help". 
Som ehow  I found them  and our tra in  ... w h ist le s kept b low ing, 
and eve ryone  sa id  goodbye qu ick ly. I w as g iven  a fina l 
in struc t ion  that if there was an a ir ra id  w arn ing  a ll the blinds 
were to be pulled down. To  m y de ligh t two ve ry  exhausted  
and vo ice le ss teachers sc ram b led  on the tra in  at the last 
m inute  to help sort "th e m " out.

The tra in  m oved o ff  and I opened the envelope to read 
R E D H IL L .  N o  tim e to th ink. P iteo u sly  we all heard the 
a ir ra id  w arn ing. We got the b linds down and the ligh ts  on, 
and in the d im ness I heard  one w om an shout in a w ild  w ay 
above the genera l c ry in g  and com m otion  that it was a 
m istake  that she had com e. When I found m y w ay to the 
noise, it becam e c lea r that she w as one of the pregnant 
w om en and thought she had 'g o t  her dates w ron g '.  I was 
ha lf w ay th rough  'H o m e  N u rs in g ' and 'F i r s t  A id ' le ctu re s 
(thanks to M is s  C rom b ie ) but had not reached anyth ing  to help 
in th is situation . I had a rranged  fo r her to lie down, when 
th an kfu lly  the A l l  C le a r  w as sounded. I stayed  w ith  her,
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and asked one o f the cadets to see if  he could  find  a stre tche r 
when we got to the station. G rad ua lly  the dom inant sm ell, 
above that of the babies, cam e from  o ranges and egg 
sandw iches - eve ryone  becam e sticky , tired  and a little  
irritab le . A r r iv e  som ehow  at R ed h ill we did. A  stre tche r 
was found, but the pregnant one fe lt she would ra the r w alk 
than tru st he rse lf to two cadets. E v e ry  short o f car, trap 
van and tax i were outside  and aga in  m any anx ious but k ind ly  
faces ready to take us a ll o ff  to a M is s io n  H a ll ... I rem em ber 
w ith the g rea te st possib le  re lie f opening m y own fron t door, 
find ing  m y husband there, back from  his barrage  balloon.
H ow  glad we were to be back c lu tch ing  each other in the 
d im ly -lit  litt le  ha ll."

M rs  A. F ishe r. (C he ltenham ) helped w ith re ce iv in g  evacuees. 
M is s  A. C unn ingham  (M a rtock , Som erset) rem em bers the 
ch ild ren  a rr iv in g  from  the E a st  End of London. "W h ile  
we were a rrang in g  the b illets, som e of the o lder boys went 
o ff exp loring. O n return, one boy sa id  to his m other (a 
teacher) 'I  say, M um , we have been to the fa rm  and seen the 
cows. D id  you know  m ilk  com es from  cow s and goes sw ish 
sw ish  like  a ho se p ip e ."
M rs  H. C audw e ll (C an te rbu ry ) lived  in a sa fe  area at Oundle 
to w hich  London  evacuees w ere d irected. "A b o u t fo rty  went 
to the unused iso la tion  hosp ita l. Tw o W VS m em bers spent 
the ir f irst  n ight w ith them. And  I want to pay tribute  to 
those p lucky  young Londoners. I d o n 't  rem em ber a tear, 
but I do seem  to rem em ber a few  new w ord s."
M rs  D. Fa rm e r (B rea rley, nr. S tra tfo rd ) helped w ith both 
"w a ve s " o f evacuees. The f irst  cam e from  B irm in gh a m  but 
did not stay  long. L a te r  they cam e a fte r  the C o ve n try  
b litz.
M is s  M . Steven son  (then of H ea ld  G reen  in C he sh ire ) w rites: 
"O n  Septem ber 1st 1939 we w ere to ld that we w ere to 
rece ive  evacuees from  M o ss  S ide in M ancheste r, and I was 
to go round w ith  the b ille tin g  o ff ice r  'p la c in g ' them. M o st  
householders went to the schoo l and chose  the ir children, 
w hich was a g rea t m istake , we rea lised  a fte rw ards. In 
the end, I found that m y fa the r and I had none, so I chose 
tw o sc ru ffy  lit t le  g ir ls  aged s ix  and eight, and what a joy 
they were to us! I rem em ber our loca l m ilkm an  arranged
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v is it s  eve ry  day to see h is farm . R ita  and B a rb a ra  cam e 
hom e and to ld  m e they d id n 't  w ant any m ilk  out o f a c o w 's  
m ucky  bag, they liked  it out o f bottles. E ve n tu a lly  they 
went home, and we took in som e bom bed-out people from  
m y fa th e r 's  w orks. They  a rrived  about s ix  in the m orn ing, 
and the b a b y 's  ha ir w as a ll singed  aw ay and the other 
ch ild  had n igh tm are s fo r w eeks ... we a lso  had a b ig  in flux  
of G u ides from  the C hanne l Islands, but by then we had 
learnt to cope m ore ea s ily ".

M is s  M . D a v ie s  (Y eov il,  then of K n igh ton , W ales) te lls how 
they w ere designated  a reception  area as it w as lik e ly  to 
rem ain  peacefu l. Indeed, the bom bers passed overhead  on 
the ir re tu rn  ra id s on the N o rth  W est, and je ttisoned  the ir 
bom bs on the R ad n o rsh ire  hills, cau sin g  considerab le  
ca sua lt ie s am ong the sheep. The re sidents o f th is area 
o ften  fe lt gu ilty  that the ir ra tion in g  tended at tim es to be 
ra the r e la stic ! L iv e rp o o l in fo rm ed  the a u th o rit ie s  that they 
would be e vacua tin g  ch ild ren  who would be a rr iv in g  on 
21st D e cem b e r 1940. F o r  th is la rge ly  a g r icu ltu ra l com m un ity , 
th is ra ised  an im m ed ia te  problem , as it c lashed  w ith the 
date of the "dead  m a rke t", w h ich  dealt w ith  the C h r is tm a s  
geese and tu rkeys, etc - am using  to those who had a better 
idea o f w hat w as involved. The ch ild ren  w ere  a p it ifu l 
sigh t when the lo rr ie s b rin g ing  them  arrived. They  had 
been sleep ing  under the lo rries, w ere poorly  clothed, but 
had the ir gas m asks and ra tion  books. M an y  were 
unb ille tab le for va riou s reasons (such as bedw etting). A  
hoste l (not rea lly  su itab le ) w as qu ick ly  put in to  use, and 
th is w as M rs  D a v ie s ' re sponsib ility . A  paid w arden w as 
p rovided  for n ight duty, o the rw ise  W VS m anned the w hole 
proceed ings. It provided  a short stay  hom e to ease the 
prob lem s of hostesses.

F O R C E S  W E L F A R E  - S O U T H  G E O R G IA

M rs  B. S co tt  (G u ild fo rd ) re ca lls  ta k in g  tea and buns to 
o u tly in g  sea rch ligh t and a n t i-a irc ra ft  b a tte rie s in a m obile  
van. They a lso  supp lied  the P ioneer C orp s, w ho had an 
o ff ic e r  in charge  because  som e of them  w ere 'o ld  la g s '.  
H ow ever, they behaved as w ell as the others.
M rs  K . W ethe rill (N ew ark  N o tts) helped, from  1939 to
the end of the war, at a F o rce s  canteen  in N o rth ga te  House,
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w here they cou ld re lax  and p lay  gam es. The m ost popular 
food w as baked beans on toast!
M is s  J. B a rke r (Sussex) helped w ith the m obile  canteen  w hich  
provided  re fre shm ents a fte r a ir ra ids, took them  to the men 
w o rk ing  on the bom b sites, and to the F o rce s  m ann ing the gun 
sites on Ep som  Dow ns, o ften c ro ssin g  fie ld s to do so. 
R e fre sh m e n ts  a lso  went to the spec ia l constab le s at n ight and 
sausage  ro lls  to the H om e Guard.

In her w ork for the M e rch a n t N avy, M is s  L. H y a tt  (W est 
Y o rk sh ire ) rem em bers so w ell her unknow n W VS friends at 
C rew e  ra ilw ay  junction. So m any journeys necessita ted  a 
change at C rew e, o ften  at about 3 am  w here W VS ran a 
rea lly  sp lendid o ve rn igh t canteen for the Fo rce s. "E v e ry  
journey they w e lcom ed me like  an old friend, bedded m e down 
on a com fo rtab le  couch in front of a fire  and woke me ha lf- 
an -hour before  m y tra in  w as due w ith a cup of tea and 
fa c ilit ie s  for a hot wash! ... I w onder if  any o f those invo lved  
at C rew e  m igh t be read ing  th is today!"
M rs  G. H a rr in g to n  (St. Leonard s) w orked  in just such a 
canteen, but at Y o rk . M rs  C. Ph ilip son  at another in P re ston , 
and M rs  J. P ye (G rea t Y a rm ou th ) helped in a canteen  for 
so ld ie rs run by her m other when she w as 10.

Th is is all a ve ry  ske tchy  sto ry  of the co m fo rt  b rought to 
the F o rce s  in th is coun try  in W artim e. The se rv in g  of 
re fre shm ents to the men re tu rn ing  from  D u n k irk  m ust have 
been heart-w a rm ing , w hile  the hot d rinks handed out in tota l 
silence  as the troops em barked  on D -D a y  m ust have been 
unnerving. La te r, W VS W e lfa re  w orke rs were sent to m any 
parts o f the w orld  as d iffe ren t coun trie s were liberated.
Th is has g radua lly  d im in ished  as a W R V S  function. But we 
reca ll the ready supp ly of books and gam es for the 
recrea tion  of the F o rce s  as they em barked  on the long sea 
journey to the Fa lk land s. F in a lly  one "thank  yo u " note 
in fo rm ed  us to our g reat de ligh t that pa rce ls  o f our books 
had been a ir lif te d  and dropped on South  G eorg ia .

A s  I w rite, the G ove rnm ent has just announced an increase  
once aga in  in W R V S  W e lfare  w ork  am ongst the Fo rce s. I 'm  
not sure  they w ill app rec ia te  the use of the w o rd s"agony
aun ts" by the press!
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H O S P IT A L  W O R K - T H E N  A N D  N O W

M rs  K . W ethe rill (N ew ark, N o tts) te lls  us how it was sta rted  in 
N ew ark. The old w orkhouse  becam e an E m e rge n cy  H osp ita l, and 
her m other, M rs  G lazeb rooke  w ent there eve ry  Tuesday  to v is it  
the "b oy s", to help run w h ist d rives and C h r is tm a s  parties, and 
w rite  le tte rs fo r them. A f te r  the w ar it becam e a ge ria tr ic  
hosp ita l, and st ill W VS continued the ir v is its  as before. In 1945,
M rs  P a rlb y  consu lted  w ith  N ew ark  H osp ita l, and a canteen  was 
opened there in a hut in the yard, w here M rs  W etherill w orked  for 
22 years. E ve n tu a lly  W VS put its foot down, and when bu ild ing 
w ork  was being done, a proper canteen was added, financed  by 
a loan of £500 from  W VS H eadquarte rs. The tro lle y  shop sta rted  
in 1953, and M rs  W etherill s t ill take s it around the w ards eve ry  
F r id a y  a fte rnoon.

Th is k ind  of s to ry  m ust have been repeated all over the country, 
w ith one hosp ita l se rv ice  lead ing to another, so that today W R V S  
w ork in ho sp ita ls  co ve rs  so much, from  la rge  shops and soc ia l 
cen tres in p sy ch ia tr ic  ho sp ita ls  to hom e from  hosp ita l and flow er 
arrang ing.

M E A T  P IE S  - M E A L S  O N  F E E T
M rs  J. G rebby  (D o rse t) has sent us a report from  a m em ber who 
w ishes to rem ain  anonym ous. In 1938 she was a schoo l teacher 
in D o rse t  w ith  two young ch ild ren. Tw ice  a week m eat pies like  
C o rn ish  pastie s w ere  de live red  to the school, and she stayed  on 
to sell them  to the fam ilie s  o f m anual w orkers, both men and 
wom en. M o st  people in the v illa ge  were e ither a g r icu ltu ra l or 
fo re stry  w orkers, and since  she knew  them  all she was able to 
ensure that the p ies on ly  w ent to those en titled  to them.
They co st 9d. each.

M rs  E. C audw e ll (C an te rbu ry ) rem em bers that the pie schem e was 
ve ry  popu lar in Oundle. "W e  supplied m any people in the town 
w ith a good m eal, and a lso  som e of the schoo l houses".
E ve n tu a lly  w ays were found of keep ing  the pies hot, a nd they were 
used to feed the men w o rk ing  round the c lock  at the docks as 
well. M em b ers now adays, used to m odern H ot Lo ck s, w ill be 
in terested  in the m em orie s o f the la te  M rs  M . C u lv e rsw e ll of 
Ch ippenham . "In  the ea rly  days o f the war I was asked  by L a d y  
R e a d in g  to try  out a p ilot schem e. I had separate  con ta ine rs w h ich  were
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fixed  in a k ind  of w ire  fram e, and to keep the m eals w arm  
I m ade hayboxes. We had the con ta ine rs back at m y hom e 
to be w ashed and ste rilised , and I used to take them  to the 
C e n tre  in the m orn ing ".

M e a ls  on W heels continues to be one o f the m ost regu la r 
W R V S  a c t iv it ie s  in m any parts of the country. In p laces 
there is a new developm ent, "M e a ls  on F e e t " w here fre eze rs  
are p rov ided  in b locks o f she ltered  housing, and frozen  
m eals are sold to re sidents so that they can choose the ir 
m enus and cook the ir own m eals even if  they are m ore or 
less housebound.

R E F U G E E S

W VS soon becam e in vo lved  in the care  o f re fugees from  
w a r-to rn  Europe. A lto ge the r, 22,250 people of 40 
na tion a lit ie s  passed through the c le a rin g  centre  at A le xan d e r 
P a lace  in N o rth  London.

M is s  L. H y a tt  (N o rth  Y o rk sh ire ) held an appo intm ent w ith 
the M e rch a n t  N a v y  until 1970, but had spent a few  w eeks 
before  that w ith  W VS in H e rtfo rd sh ire . On a v is it  to 
W eym outh, she ca lled  at the W VS o ff ice  to find  "e ve ry  
possib le  person pressed into se rv ice , w o rk ing  f la t  out preparing  
the loca l c inem a and m ounta in s o f food for the Channe l 
Island  evacuees due that m orn ing  on the o ve rn igh t fe rry  ...
I w as p lunged into sandw ich  m ak ing  - m y in it ia l experience  
of E m e rge n cy  Feed in g  - for f ir s t  the ch ild ren  and, la te r on 
the older m em bers of the fam ilie s  a rrived  a fte r a 
g ru e llin g  n ight o f sudden separations, te rrib le  ove rcrow ded  
a ccom m odation  on board  ship, and the te rro r o f being 
pursued by "h it  and run " enem y a irc ra ft . "
M rs  B. F lin n  (Som erset) sends us the fo llow ing: "O ne  of m y 
e a rlie st  expe riences o f W VS in a ction  w as to accom pany  m y 
m other to a recep tion  centre  fo r re fugees fro m  the Channe l 
Is lands in A n coa ts, M anche ste r. Se a fa r in g  fo lk  in the ir 
G uern sey  pu llo ve rs  w ith  g low ing  open -a ir com p lex ion s m ust 
have found them se lve s in a fr igh te n in g  s itua t ion  w hen they 
a rrived  in an old schoo l bu ild ing  in one o f the d irt ie st  parts 
o f M anche ste r, long before  the sm o ke -fre e  era, too. C up s 
o f tea and w a it in g  around on hard  benches in co rr id o rs  of 
w hite 'la v a to ry ' b r ick  w ere the order o f the day w h ilst 
W VS lad ies sorted  out who should  go w ith  w hom  to the 
nearby C o ro n a tio n  S tree t houses round the co rne r."
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M rs  B. M ye rs  (W illesden) re ca lls  that in 1939 she helped 
clean the b o y s ' club in C r ic k le w o o d  to rece ive  re fugee  
Jew ish  children, som e of whom  a lso  slept in a synagogue.
She had m any of them  in her hom e for m eals. They 
were eventua lly  sent on to perm anent hom es, m any of 
them  in the U S A .

M rs  D. Fa rm e r (B rea rley ) saw  it all: w artim e  and a fte rw ards.
"A f t e r  our a irf ie ld  was built, there was w ork am ongst the 
W A A F s ,  then cam e d isp laced  persons, L a tv ian s, etc., both 
men and wom en. They needed a lot of help w ith  c lo th ing.
The G erm an  P O W s were another com pany w ho needed our 
help in the ir e ve ryday  a ffa irs  and re lig iou s observance.
L a te r  on we go t the H ungarian  refugees, and they needed 
a lot o f care. I m anaged to set up a huge c lo th ing  store, 
and m y hom e w as used as a m eeting  p lace for them  to 
ga ther together to alter, m end and m ake  c lo th ing  ... I a lso  
spent a lot o f tim e in the preparation, recep tion  and care  
of the A s ia n s  who cam e to G aydon. When the R A F  le ft 
us in 1946 we w ere snow ed under w ith hundreds of squatters, 
who needed a lot o f help".

E v e ry  new w ave of re fugees over the la st 50 years has been 
helped in som e w ay by W R V S. To M rs  F a rm e r 's  list can 
be added the re sidents o f T ristan  D a  C unha  a fte r the 
earthquake, the U gandan  A sian s, the V ietnam ese, the 
Fa lk land e rs  (a lthough few  cam e) and the T am ils. Th is is 
a se rv ice  w hich  never changes. It  w ould be n ice  to th ink 
that som e day, perhaps, it w ill not be necessary.

B IT S  A N D  P IE C E S

M rs  M . R o g e rs  (A ltr in ch am ) te lls us o f the hard w ork 
f illin g  the em pty  squares of the cam ou flage  nets, w ith 
tape of brow n and yellow . M is s  J. B a rke r (Sussex) says 
that th is was done in good w eather w ith  the nets la id  out 
on som eone 's  lawn. M rs  A . G o slin g  (B risto l) te lls  us how 
a la rge  fram e w as set up in Sea M ills  M e th od ist C h u rch  
fo r the cam ou flag in g  of nets. The dem and seem s to have 
been never-end ing!
M is s  C unn ingham , M rs  F a rm e r and M r s  G o slin g  w ere all 
invo lved  w ith  sa lvage , and M is s  B a rke r rem inds us o f the 
H ou sew ive s Se rv ice  w hose m em bers helped housew ives to 
c lear up a fte r bom bing ra ids.
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We have a lready  reco rded  our thanks to o ther countrie s who 
sent us so m uch help du ring  the war. Just a footnote:
M rs  H. M ille r  (Sussex) rem em bers that as la te  as 1947 her 
f ir s t  job in C he lsea  was to d rive  a la rge  van sta tin g  on its 
side, " A  present from  the people of N ig e r ia ".

We have not extended these A rc h iv e s  to cover the w ork of 
W VS W e lfa re  w orke rs w ith  the F o rce s  overseas, but I cannot 
end w ithout in c lud ing  a short note from  the m em bers who 
w ere not W e lfa re  w orke rs sent out to do the job, but who 
'happened ' to be there in Ind ia  as part o f A rm y  fam ilie s.
M rs  E . R ob in son  (M orpeth ) was a teenager at board ing  school 
in Eng land  who used to join her parents in Ind ia  fo r the 
ho lidays. H er m other, M rs  E. Bowen, (now o f F leet, 
H am psh ire ) was ac tive  in W VS, and when young Eve lyn  was 
15 1/2 she had her own duty ro ta  at the ra ilw ay  canteen for 
se rv ice  personnel pa ssing  through. A t  16 1/2 she le ft school, 
and helped her m other at a club for the Fo rce s.
M rs  M. L u g g  (C o lche ste r) was a lso  in Ind ia  w ith her husband 
liv in g  in Banga lore . She helped w herever needed - feeding 
the troops, runn ing  the O f f ic e r s ' M ess, he lp ing out at the 
H osp ita l, w rit in g  le tte rs or shopping for the patients. "W hen 
M ad ra s  w as evacuated, o ther W VS m em bers and I b icyc led  
round B anga lo re  find ing  accom m odation  for 300 wom en and 
children, m eeting  the ir tra in s and se tt lin g  them  in ". India, 
indeed, still has a W VS o f its own.

Thank you all for w rit ing . Y o u r Ed ito r  has had to shorten 
m any of your contributions, I fear, but you have g iven  her 
m uch p leasure  w hile  she was doing it.

I th ink M r s  F a rm e r sum s it up for you ea rly  m em bers. "D o  
hope m y few  notes are of som e use to you. I have loved 
a ll the w ork  I have been invo lved  in. It w as not a lw ays easy 
as in the Sp ring  of 1939 m y daughter was born, m y eldest 
son in 1941, and the younger in 1946, but w ith the help of 
m y grandm other it f itted  in".

It w as not easy, but so m any of you "f it te d  it in " then, and 
the fo llow ing  genera tion s of W V S/W R V S  have f itted  it in 

too. L o n g  m ay it be so.
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R E P O R T  F R O M  S C O T L A N D .  M R S  A .P . H A R T ,  C H A IR M A N

The Annua l G enera l M e e t in g  w as held in Ed inburgh  on 
30th A p r il 1987, when 88 m em bers attended. Lunch  and a 
chat was enjoyed, and the speaker w as M r  W. G ordon  Sm ith  
on W VS as he knew  it. M rs  H a rt  led a group  of m em bers 
to the A sso c ia t io n  A G M  at N ew castle , who w ere m ade to 
feel ve ry  w elcom e.

A ll  groups have continued to m eet from  tim e to tim e 
th roughout the sum m er m onths. H igh lan d  has g reat prob lem s 
a rrang ing  m eetings because of the d istances involved. 
G ram p ian  had va riou s speakers, and an outing  in June to 
C ra th e s  C astle . "T he  h igh ligh t w as see ing the joy on the 
face  of a m em ber, who was seve re ly  hand icapped 5 years 
ago, when she c lim bed  to the top of the ca stle ". There  was 
a ta lk  in A u gu st  about a loca l rad io  sta tion  N orthsound , 
another in Septem ber on W ild life  in U pper Deeside, in 
O ctob e r on the C A B  and in N ovem be r on house plants.
There w as a C h r is tm a s  lunch on 8th Decem ber. Lo th ian  
and S H Q  st ill m eet re gu la rly  for bridge, and the Jarron  
Q ua ich  w as won by M r s  M a ry  Fo rsy th . Thanks are due to 
M rs  M a rg a re t  K ennedy  for le ttin g  the bridge  p laye rs use 
her home. There w as a co ffee  m orn ing  and flow er 
a rrang in g  in O ctober.

S tra th c ly d e . The w in ter session  sta rted  w ith a m ost 
in te re st in g  ta lk  on G uide D o g s  for the B lind. A  blind 
gentlem an, M r  Dugu id, w as accom pan ied  by h is dog, L y r ic .
A  va ried  w in te r p rogram m e w as planned.
D u m b a rto n . V a riou s v is it s  were planned, in c lud ing  a 
b u tte rfly  farm , C u lreu ch  C a st le  and K e lbo rne  C astle .
H am ilton  sad ly  lost som e m em bers who m oved away, but 
they have now se ttled  down, and had a group  m eeting  in 
M a rc h , when m em bers were inv ited  to b ring  the ir "fa vo u r ite  
th in g " and ta lk  about it for a few  m inutes. Th is even 
sta rted  quite shy people ta lk ing! G la sgow  num bers are 
show ing an increase . M rs  B e tty  C am pbe ll gave  a ta lk  on 
life  at the foot o f the Pyrenees, w here she spends m uch of 
he r tim e  now. M em b ers did ra ther envy  the fac t that her 
dustb in is em ptied  eve ry  m orning!
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R E P O R T  F R O M  W A L E S  M rs  L. B R O T H E R T O N  
M rs  B ro th e rto n w ishes to  record, yet again, how g ra te fu l 
A sso c ia t io n  m em bers are to the m em bers of W R V S  who 
a lthough  so busy w ith the ir w ork  s t ill find  tim e to help 
the A sso c ia t io n . Th is app lies not on ly  in Po w ys for the 
Reun ion, but a lso  to m em bers in B u ilth  W ells and 
C ae rp h illy , who laid on a w arm  w elcom e fo r A sso c ia t io n  
m em bers who cam e down from  Y o rk  for a few  days stay.

The Annua l R eun ion  w as held in L la n d r in d ad W ells on 
12th M ay. W ales w elcom ed M rs  A . C h ristophersen , 
C h a irm a n  o f the A s so c ia t io n ,  and M rs  M. G ibbons, the 
new W R V S  C h a irm a n  for W ales, who gave an en te rta in ing  
report on the w ork  of W R V S  in W ales over the past year. 
A f te r  lunch, there w as a m ost in te re st in g  ta lk by 
D r. E. A n d rew s of the V incen t W ild life  T ru st on O tte rs.

W rexham  continues its live ly  m eetings, and there was a 
cheerfu l report of the h a lf -ye a r ly  m eeting  of m em bers 
in C lw y d . A bou t 72 m em bers m et at R hy l. There  were 
reports on a c t iv it ie s  du ring the past six  m onths, and 
eve ryone  ta lked  like  m agp ies. Th is was fo llow ed  by a 
ve ry  enjoyab le en te rta inm ent by the R h y l Group.
A  new G roup  in N ew port, Gwent, (M rs  B. T ra v is  B E M )  
v is ited  T redegar H ouse  fo r the "C o u n t ry  H ouse  C h r is tm a s  
even ing". Out of ra in  and gale, they were w elcom ed to 
the w arm th  of ye ste ryea r. La d ie s  in b lack  du tifu lly  stood 
about, eager to exp la in  old cu stom s - or just to sm ile.
The h a lf -ye a r ly  m eeting  for N o rth  W ales m em bers w as held 
in C o lw yn  Bay, on 16th O ctober, and the h a lf -ye a r ly  m eeting 
for South W ales m em bers w as held in C a rd iff ,  when 
M rs  M . G ibbons, C h a irm a n  fo r Wales, w as aga in  present.

R E P O R T S  F R O M  T H E  A R E A S

A  w arm  w e lcom e to the new groups w hich  have been 
reported:

S A L E ,  the IS L E  O F  W IG H T , W O O D B R ID G E ,  M O R P E T H  
B ID E F O R D ,  N E W P O R T  (G W EN T ), L A K E L A N D  S O U T H  
D R IF F IE L D ,  K E N N IL W O R T H ,  N E W M A R K E T

22



M rs  V e ra G r if f ith s ,  who w as at one tim e  a D is t r ic t  
O rgan ise r  in W ales, has m oved to

She would like  to hear from  any re tired  
m em bers who now  live  in N o rthe rn  Ire land, ana would be 
in te rested  in sta rt in g  an A sso c ia t io n  G roup.

N W  A R E A  1. M R S  B .F. W IL S O N  M B E
A ll the group s continue  a live  and well. A  v is it  by our
C ha irm an , M rs  A v a  C h ristophe rsen , w as m uch appreciated.
H er liv e ly  concern  fo r  our sca tte red  m em bers, and the chats 
exp la in in g  w ork she has seen in o ther areas, m ade her v is it  
som eth ing  to rem em ber. E ve ryw h e re  we w ent in 
La n ca sh ire  and C u m b ria  she m et friends m ade du ring  her 
period  of se rv ice  in the N o rth  around 15-20 yea rs ago.
The 50th A n n iv e rsa ry  is c rea tin g  m uch in terest. Se rv ice s 
w ill be held in B lackb u rn  C a thed ra l on M a y  1 9th, and C a r lis le  
C a thed ra l on June 16th, A  d isp lay  o f m em orab ilia  is 
be ing show n at P re ston  M useum .

N W  A R E A  2. M R S  O. C H U R C H IL L
In te re st from  busy W R V S  co lleague s is m uch appreciated.
M rs  S tudho lm e of T ra ffo rd  D is t r ic t  attends re gu la rly  at 
A lt r in ch am , and the L o c a l O rgan ise r  a lso  does at Sale, w ith 
v is it s  from  the D is t r ic t  O rgan ise r.

B u ry . In N ovem ber, the M a y o r  (an e x -h o sp ita l s iste r) was 
w elcom ed to the G roup  by M r s  G raham  who, in July, 
en te rta ined  m em bers to a garden pa rty  at her home, and 
it w as a sp lend id  a fte rnoon. There  w as a ve ry  succe ssfu l 
lunch in the W R V S  D is t r ic t  O ffice , when the A re a  O rgan ise r 
presented  a L o n g  Se rv ice  M edal.

T ra ffo rd
A lt r in c h a m . The group  continues to m eet regu la rly, and at 
one m eeting  M r s  G rim sh aw  illu stra ted  a liv e ly  ta lk  w ith a 
co lle c t ion  of a dozen d iffe ren t W V S/W R V S  H A T S !  On 
another occasion  m em bers w ere fa sc in a ted  to b ring  the ir 
antiques fo r va lua tion  by a loca l expert. U n regarded  vases 
w ere va lued  at £250. 50p an item  was charged, and
donated by the va lue r to G roup  funds. The annual outing 
to P o tt  Sh r ig le y  at the hom e of M rs  P re ston  (N W  4) is now 
a fixtu re . M rs  D e rb y sh ire  and her w hee lcha ir are fam ilia r 
at m eetings, and the A re a  O rgan ise r  presented her w ith a 
c e rt if ic a te  for 13 yea rs se rv ice . The G roup  sa id  farew e ll
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to M rs  W arburton  and w elcom ed the new o rgan ise r, M rs  
M abe l R oge rs.  La te r, m em bers enjoyed a ve ry  hum an talk 
from  a po licew om an, and there was a "sew  in " to put 
together kn itted  squares for cot b lankets for the S C F .
There was a "C h r is tm a s "  pa rty  in January.

S a le . The A re a  R e p re se n ta t ive  helped to inaugurate  a 
new group led by M rs  G rim sh aw , who in a ve ry  short tim e 
has re cru ited  37 m em bers. She be lieves in find ing  out 
the hidden ta len ts o f m em bers. One gave an exh ib ition  of 
superb p icture s, and another p rovided  a m usica l a fte rnoon. 
There  w as a ta lk  by a beauty  expert, and an outing  to 
L iv e rp o o l 's  renovated  A lb e rt  D ocks. P lan s included a 
"M e m o ry  L a n e " a fte rnoon, w ith m em bers b rin g ing  old 
photographs, new spaper cuttings, etc. They  held a 
C h r is tm a s  party, and in June are p re sen ting  a revue at 
a G olden Jubilee  ce lebration.

N W  A R E A  4. M R S  M .J. P R E S T O N

The A re a  R eun ion  was held in the A c to n  B rid ge  V illa ge  
H a ll on a beautifu l day in M ay, and we were de lighted  to 
have our C ha irm an , M r s  A . C h ristophe rsen , w ith us 
M a cc le s f ie ld  has been asked by a M an che ste r M a te rn ity  
H o sp ita l to kn it ga rm en ts fo r p rem ature  babies. They are 
now busy sea rch in g  for patterns, doll size. They had a 
sum m er lunch at a m e m b e r 's  house. N an tw ich  w elcom ed a 
new m em ber th is year, M rs  Vaughan, aged 82.
A lsa g e r  m em bers v is ited  Pow is C astle .

There w ill be a G olden Jubilee  Se rv ice  in C h e ste r  C a thed ra l 
on 24th M ay, and in L iv e rp o o l C a thed ra l on 29th M ay. 
C on g le ton  D is t r ic t  w ill be ho ld ing  a m id -sum m er n ight party.

N E  A R E A  1. M R S  C .V . S M U R T H W A IT E  M B E

The h igh ligh t o f the year fo r eve ryone  w as undoubtedly the 
A G M  in N ew ca st le  - a m em orab le  day for those 190 who 
attended. M ayb e  there w ould have been m ore but for the 
G enera l E le c t io n  the fo llow in g  day! There  is a fu rthe r SO S  
for help for T ig ray, and a thank you to the kn itte rs  for the 
S C F .
Sunderland. M rs  M . A in s le y . There  were va riou s m eetings 
w ith guest speakers, and lunch at M onkw earm outh  C o lle ge  
cooked and served  by the students. In Ju ly  there w as a 
v is it  to the house and co lou rfu l garden of M r s  M . Heron.
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N orth  T yn e s id e . N o rth  Shields. M rs  E. F rew . There 
was a N ew  Y e a r  B u ffe t  Lunch, and co ffee  pot g e t-to 
ge the rs now include ra ff le s  and sa les of work. When the 
E E C  surp luses were being d istributed, it w as rew ard ing  
to issue  som e to our own m em bers who are housebound.
A  record  of the ir nam es has been kept so that a further 
check can be m ade on them  later. The sum m er outing  to 
the B o rde rs was held, desp ite  what seem ed continous rain. 
W h itley  B a y . M rs  E. Daw son. The last co ffee  m orn ing 
ra ised  £100 for a heart ven tila to r at a loca l hosp ita l.
There w ere seve ra l v is its  to the theatre, and to the Beam ish  
M useum . N orthum berland  C o u n ty . M rs  J. Eastw ood.
A  new group is being form ed  in M orpeth , w hich is hoping 
to m eet four tim es a year.

A sh in g to n . M rs  P ra tt. Som e of our m ore e lde rly  W R V S  
people do not get out ve ry  m uch so we took them  out for 
a m eal in Bed lington. It was one of the m ost enjoyab le 
th ings I have a rranged  - they loved it and w ere so happy. 
A ln w ick  w elcom ed us to the ir Open D a y  for A sso c ia t io n  
m em bers.
N e w ca st le . M rs  M .A . Y a rr in g ton . N ow  num bers 37.
Som e m em bers have been d ressin g  dolls for ch ild re n 's  
pa rce ls  at C h r istm a s, and they rea lly  m ake a lo ve ly  show. 
C o n ta c t  is m a in ta ined  w ith  m em bers on the s ick  list.

N E  A R E A  2. M R S  B. B U R K IT T

Our d ist r ic t  a c t iv it ie s  continue to a ttra c t new m em bers, 
and we are hoping that recent recru its, M rs  C o u rtn e y  in 
D u rham  and M rs  Boddy in Bo roughb ridge  w ill be a focus 
for m ore a c t iv ity . T ransport is s t ill the m ajor problem .
The Annua l A re a  Lun ch  w as held in Septem ber in H arroga te . 
We w ere  w ell looked a fte r by the H a rro ga te  E m e rge n cy  
Se rv ice s team , who a lso  provided  the de lic ious meal.

D a r lin g to n . M rs  G. E van s  and M rs  E. N ew m an. N um bers 
are  grow ing, and they enjoy a spec ia l treat like  lunch! 
H a rro g a te . M rs  R . Taylo r. M em b ers m eet m onthly. A t  
the H a rro ga te  D is t r ic t  H osp ita l D a y  C en tre  for the E ld e rly  
they w ere g iven  ve ry  good adv ice  about look ing  a fte r 
them se lves, such as how to get out o f a cha ir! There  was 
a lso  lunch at a k itchen  run by D r. Barnados, and cooked and 
served  by the children, w hich has re cen tly  been v is ited  by 
the P r in ce ss  of W ales.
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H art lep o o l. M rs  E. S tam p  like s to in vo lve  her m em bers in 
a po sitive  way. One m em ber who is a JP  spoke of her work. 
A n o th e r day they had an indoor bow ls m atch.
Scarborough  and W h itb y . M rs  Sanderson  and M rs  Ward. 
M em b ers went on an ou ting  for lunch to the R ave n  H a ll H ote l 
at R ave n sca r, fo llow ed  by tea at M rs  Sand e rson 's  house.
Se lb y . M rs  J. A lta s s  is w o rk ing  hard, and num bers are 
grow ing. They  have lunch tw ice  a year at the loca l 
Techn ica l C o lle ge . The m ain problem  aga in  is transport.
Y o r k . M rs  A . Venables. There  are tw ice -ye a rly  m eetings, 
and M rs  Venab les o rgan ised  another m in i-ho liday, th is year 
to A be rgavenny. "M r s  B ro the rton  k ind ly  went to C ae rp h illy  
to m eet us, and we are g ra te fu l to all the W R V S  s ta ff  in 
the C ounty, and p a rt icu la r ly  to B recon  and R hm ney  V a lle y  
who greeted  us w ith  tab les groan ing  w ith de lic ious food.
We have a p rom ise  that they w ill v is it  us in Y o rk  one day".

N E  A R E A  3. M R S  P. J A M E S  M B E .
The h igh ligh t o f the year was the Annua l G enera l M ee ting  
held in L in co ln sh ire  and attended by 68 m em bers. Our 
guests were M rs  A . C h ristophersen , our C ha irm an , M rs  H. 
Fo ste r, V ice -P re s id e n t, M rs  J. N ev ille , C ou n ty  O rgan ise r  for 
L in co ln sh ire , and M rs  J. W alton, D is t r ic t  O rgan ise r, L in co ln . 
E x ce lle n t re fre shm ents were provided  by m em ber of L in co ln  
D is t r ic t  W R V S . The next A G M  w ill be in C lee thorp e s on 
5th M a y  1988. There  w ill be a se rv ice  in Y o rk  M in ste r  on
7th June, and another at L in co ln  C a thed ra l on 15th June.

L in c o ln sh ire . M r s  D. C oo k  B E M . They  w ere happy to 
host the A G M  in A p ril.  Skegness hold m onth ly  m eetings 
and would w elcom e any other A sso c ia t io n  m em bers who 
happen to be in Skegness. M a rk e t  R a sen  m em bers a lso  
m eet regu larly.

South  H um b e rs id e . M rs  D. S tokes M B E  en terta ined  m em bers 
to a straw be rry  tea in June, and she w as p leased to see so 
m any housebound m em bers b rought in by m ore ac t ive  m em bers 
who are so generous w ith their cars. M em b ers in G rim sb y  
v is it  friend s in hosp ita l and keep in touch.
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N orth  H u m b e rs id e . M rs  P . A lliso n  and C it y  o f H u ll M rs  
R . Tom linson. A  ga the ring  in B rid lin g ton  o rgan ised  
by M rs  N o rfo lk -B ro w n  was postponed from  January  to 
M a rch  because of the bad weather. M rs  G illa rd  and M rs  
D rape r of W R V S  C ou n ty  s ta ff  told of the w ork of 
em ergency  team s at the L o ck in g to n  tra in  crash. There  
w as a fte rnoon  tea at the hom e of the C o u n ty  Rep., and a 
bar lunch in a B eve rle y  pub. P o ck lin g to n  m et fo r a pub 
lunch and co ffee  in a m e m b e r 's  house.
There  was an inaugura l m eeting  in D r if f ie ld  and the 
C h r is tm a s  lunch was in Beverley.

M ID L A N D S  A R E A  1. M rs  W. P E N G IL L E Y  
The C ou n ty  rep re senta tive s in Sh rop sh ire  and S ta ffo rd sh ire  
are find ing  that the ir m em bers p re fe r to m eet in fo rm a lly  
in the ir own d istr ic ts. A  group of W orce ste rsh ire  m em bers 
went on a v is it  to the R edd itch  D a y  C en tre  and w ere ve ry  
in te rested  to see the w ork being done in the a rt and 
w oodw ork groups there. A  garden m eeting w as a rranged  in 
Septem ber at the hom e of the re tired  A re a  O rgan ise r, L a d y  
H iggs, w here m em bers from  both H e re fo rd sh ire  and 
W orce ste rsh ire  were able to m eet. There  w ill be a m eeting  
of C ou n ty  R e p s  in M arch , and, in July, a se rv ice  in M a lve rn  
P rio ry , w ith a spec ia l luncheon a fte rw ards.

M ID L A N D S  A R E A  2. M rs  H. S M IT H
I am  de lighted  that m em bersh ip  has increased  so qu ick ly  in 
N o tt in gh am  C ity ,  and m em bers are en joy ing th is fu rther 
extension  of the ir live s fo llow ing  the ir ac tive  se rv ice  in the 
past. A l l  d ist r ic ts  in N o tt in gh am sh ire  now have an 
A sso c ia t io n  Rep. We congra tu la te  C o u n c illo r  M a ry  G lenn, 
our N o tt in gh am sh ire  W V S/W R V S  A sso c ia t io n  C ha irm an , on 
her e lec tion  to the C ounc il.

N o tt in gh a m sh ire . M is s  L o ve tt  reports on ac t iv it ie s.
A sh f ie ld . There  was a p loughm an 's  lunch at the hom e of 
M rs  D. Bates, and an outing  to Doveda le . A n o th e r lunch 
was held at H igh  Peak  C o lle ge , Buxton, f in a lly  v is it in g  the 
W e ll-D re ss in g s  at L y tto n  and T idesw ell. In June th is G roup  
had the ir annual stra w b e rry  tea at the hom e of M rs  K n igh ton . 
G edling. A  co ffee  m orn ing  was held at the hom e of M rs  
H u stw ayte  w ith  a B r in g  and Buy  sale in aid of funds.
In m ay there was a bu ffe t lunch at the hom e of
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M rs  H ustw ayte , w ith a ta lk  on Guide D o g s  for the B lind.
June brought a v is it  to Lo ngd a le  R u ra l C ra f t  C en tre  and 
Ju ly  a tea pa rty  at the hom e o f M rs  Poyser. N e w a rk .
M rs  H. Sm ith, A re a  R ep re sen ta tive , was guest at a lunch in 
M arch . In June M r s  Dobson, a loca l C ou nc illo r, spoke of 
the attem pted  schem e to "T w in "  N ew ark  w ith N ew ark, New  
Jersey, a fte r a v is it  there. But in the end N ew a rk  was 
tw inned w ith N ew ark, Ohio! M a n sf ie ld . One in te re st in g  
m eeting  show ed slides o f the N a t iona l T rust, and another 
when M r  and M rs  G unte r show ed slides o f Pa le stine .
M em b e rs enjoyed a m eeting  w here a rep re sen ta tive  from  
Boo ts gave  beauty hints. R u sh c l if fe . M em b ers enjoyed 
co ffee  m orn ings, one in the R u sh c lif fe  C iv ic  Centre , when 
the M a y o r  of R u sh c lif fe  spoke w a rm ly  of the se rv ice s 
provided  by W VS when he was a so ld ie r re tu rn in g  from  
D u nk irk . There  was a lunch at C la rendon  C o lle ge , a w ine 
and cheese party, and a v is it  to the N o tt in gh am  G P O  Le tte r  
So rt in g  O ffice .
B ro x to w e . M e m b e rs  m uch enjoyed an even ing  she rry  party  
at the hom e of M rs  D o ro th y  Sm ith  the B ranch  C ha irm an .

D e rb y sh ire . M rs  M a ry  S tokes (C ha irm an, W V S/W R V S  
A ssoc ia t io n , D e rb y sh ire ) reports on the ve ry  su cce ssfu l A n nua l 
R eun ion  held in the lo ve ly  b ig R e ge n cy  R oom s, Ilkeston, on 
20th M ay. M rs  W in ifred  H ilton  (P re sident) g ra c io u sly  
w e lcom ed the guests: The L o rd  L ieutenan t, C o l. Pe te r H ilton; 
M rs  Johnson, M a y o r  o f Erew ash: M rs  A . C h ristophersen , 
C h a irm a n  of the W V S/W R V S  A sso c ia t io n  nationally; M rs  D. 
M art in , C o u n ty  O rgan ise r, W R V S; M rs  R . Pow e ll and M is s  
Potter, past C o u n ty  sta ff; and M r s  H. Sm ith, W V S/W R V S  
A re a  R e p re se n ta t iv e  for M id land s A re a  2. The f ir s t  four 
guests spoke of the a c t iv it ie s  of W R V S  and of the A ssoc ia t io n . 
A f te r  an exce llen t lunch, there w as a de ligh tfu l re c ita l by 
the C an te lope  Schoo l C ho ir. The W VS C o n ce rt  P a rty  follow ed. 
M is s  B illin g ton  and M rs  G oodm an  did a ske tch  on "H o w  to do 
the pe rfect in te rv iew ", and M r s  B illin g ton  then "too k  the 
m icke y " out o f a ll the W V S/ W R V S  hats! They  w ere both 
h ila r iou s and m uch apprec iated  by o lder m em bers who 
rem em ber the ea rly  w ar years. V a riou s ven ture s are 
planned for the future.
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L e ic e s te rsh ire . T h is  G roup  is p a rt icu la r ly  g ra t ify in g  as 
the m em bersh ip  o f L e ic s te r  C ity / C o u n ty  has increased  
g rea tly  th is  year. They undertake all the usual a c t iv it ie s  
o f our A s so c ia t io n  - co ffee  m orn ings, outings, etc.

M ID L A N D S  A R E A  3. W e lcom e to M rs  M .F . O S W A L D .
So lih u ll. There  are 44  m em bers w ho m eet fo r co ffee  3 or 4 
tim es a year. "T he  one d isappo in tm ent is  that we do n 't  
get any new  m em bers from  the re cen tly  re tired ".

A N G L IA  H O M E  C O U N T IE S  2. W e lcom e to M rs  M .G . G O R D O N .  
R e a d in g . T h roughout the year we m eet re gu la r ly  eve ry  
three m onths. The A n nua l lunch was held in January  and 
w as w ell attended. It was p leasing  to have som eth ing  to 
look fo rw ard  to a fte r  the usual p ressure  of the C h r is tm a s  
season was over.

A N G L IA  H O M E  C O U N T IE S  A R E A  3. M rs  E .D . C L A Y D O N .
The W R V S  A re a  O rgan ise r  has asked  C o u n ty  O rgan ise rs  
to include A sso c ia t io n  m em bers in tran spo rt and seat 
a lloca tion  p lans for the ir G olden  Ju b ile e  C a thed ra l Se rv ices.

Su ffo lk
The ne w ly -fo rm ed  W oodbridge branch held a h igh ly  succe ssfu l 
lunch In A p r il at the hom e of M rs  R . Cobbold. The w eather 
w as glo rious, and m ost o f us w ere in the garden. We were 
pleased to w e lcom e our C ha irm an, M rs  A . C h ristophersen , 
an old friend  of our hostess. H av in g  planned a lunch for 
the C ou n ty  Reps, branch  o rgan ise rs and the ir deputies in th is 
A rea , it seem ed ideal to hold th is the fo llow ing  day so that 
M rs  C h ristop h e rsen  could  be there. M em b e rs  o f W R V S  A rea  
and C o u n ty  s ta ffs  gave  me g rea t support, and the lunch was 
held in the W R V S  A re a  O ffice . We w ere so p leased that 
M rs  I. W ren, the A sso c ia t io n  Secre ta ry , w as a lso  able to join 
us. It w as a rea l bonus for m y "c h ie f s "  to be able to ta lk 
to A v a  and Iso la  in such a sm a ll ga thering. I enjoyed it.
I on ly  hope they a ll did. N ew m arke t has just held an 
inaugura l m eeting.

E sse x
Ipsw ich. M rs  T ythe rle igh . M em b e rs  have been en terta ined  
by a va r ie ty  o f speakers, and v is ited  G lazew ood  H ouse
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and Gardens, in c lud ing  a cream  tea. C o lch e ste r  continues 
m onth ly  m eetings w ith speakers, and had a straw be rry  tea 
and p lo ughm an 's  lunch. Southend m ade the ir annual 
co lle c t ion  of "g o o d ie s " for the ir lo ca l H om e fo r the disabled, 
and a lso  v is ited  G lazew ood. N o rfo lk  has qu a rte rly  luncheon 
m eetings; they v is ited  the Sand ringham  F low e r Show, just 
m issed  the Queen M othe r, and got bogged down in mud!

S O U T H  E A S T  A R E A  1. M IS S  M .T . C O O K E  M B E

Ea st  K ent. M r s  B. W right, enjoyed a pub lunch. W est Kent. 
M rs  G. B right, held a lunch a t the hom e o f M rs  Sw ing land  
to ce leb rate  M r s  June R u s se l l 's  M B E .  S u r re y . M r s  B. 
S t ir lin g  obta ined  t icke ts  for the G a rte r P ro ce ss io n  at W indsor, 
w hich  w as m uch enjoyed. G u ild fo rd  had a lunch at the hom e 
of M rs  O rm erod . W ok ing  went to the theatre  and Jane 
A u ste n 's  house. E a st  Su sse x . M rs  A . F reem an. M em bers 
th roughout the county  went to a lunch at Eastbourne. H ove  
had a C h r is tm a s  tea pa rty  and v is ited  G oodw ood H ouse  and 
Po lesden  Lacey . On the la tte r trip, the "heaven s opened", 
and m em bers were glad  to "p ad d le " in to  the co m fo rts  and 
lunch of the house itse lf! H a st in g s  and R o th e r held a pub 
lunch, and W ealden w ere in v ited  to a garden  pa rty  at the 
hom e of M rs  C otton . A s  usual th is sum m er it ra ined  and 
eve ryone  cram m ed  in to  her bungalow !

S O U T H  E A S T  A R E A  2. M R S  D. S IM P K IN S  B E M

W est Su ssex  held a garden pa rty  on a bright, sunny day in 
a m e m b e r 's  garden w ith a ta lk  from  M rs  S im pk in s. D o rse t 
held the ir tea at D e a n 's  C o u rt  behind W im borne M in ste r  and 
spent the ir tim e d iscu ss in g  what they w ill w rite  fo r the 
Jubilee  edition! H am psh ire  held the ir m eeting  at the 
lo ve ly  house of M r s  C . Webb on the Beau lieu  R iv e r.  The 
Isle  of W ight. M rs  V. H o rse y  fo rm a lly  jo ined the 
A sso c ia t io n  on 30th O ctobe r 1987 and there are  now 25 
m em bers.

There  w ill be a G olden Jub ilee  Se rv ice  in W incheste r 
C a thed ra l on 16th June, in W im borne  M in s te r  on 2nd M ay , in 
R yd e  (IO W ) C hu rch  on 23rd M ay, and another in A runde l 
C athedra l.
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S O U T H  W E ST  A R E A  1. Fa rew e ll to M rs  K . B A R K E R  B E M
and w e lcom e to M rs  K .M . R IC H A R D S  

G lo u ce ste rsh ire . M rs  J. Connop. In June 76 m em bers m et 
at St. M a rg a re t 's  H a ll in Che ltenham , and w elcom ed D am e  
F ra n ce s  C lod e  D B E ,  V ice -P re s id e n t, and M rs  K . B a rke r B E M , 
A re a  R ep re sen ta tive . M r s  Joan Sell, the re t ir in g  C ou n ty  
R ep re sen ta t ive  w as thanked for all her exce llent w ork. A  
fu rthe r supp ly of toys, shoe bags, b lankets and jum pers has 
been sent to the Save  the C h ild ren  Fund, m ostly  for the 
ch ild ren  in T ig ray. M rs  B a rke r gave  the la test A sso c ia t io n  
news, and M rs  B agness gave  news of W R V S  a c t iv it ie s.  There 
w as an exce llen t lunch served  by m em bers in Che ltenham , 
fo llow ed  by a ta lk  from  M rs  R . G eary  on "L ig h th e a rte d  
rem in iscence s of a D ip lo m a t 's  w ife ". There  w as another 
enjoyable lunch m eeting  in C he ltenham  on 12th N ovem ber, 
when the speaker was Fa th e r D unston  B um sted  of P rinkna sh  
Abbey. The go lden Jubilee  Lunch  is planned for 7th Ju ly  
at the H ayden C ou rt  Hotel.

M rs. K . B a rke r has re g re tfu lly  re tired  ow ing to ill health 
fo llow ing  a ca r acc ident. We w ish her a speedy recove ry .
She is succeeded by M rs. K . R ich a rd s, re cen tly  D e p u ty  A re a  
O rgan ise r.

There  w ill be G olden  Jub ilee  se rv ice s at G lou ce ste r C a thed ra l, 
K e lsto n  Park, and a H o sp ita l Chape l. W iltsh ire  are ho ld ing 
a garden pa rty  at L a c k h a m  C o lle ge . A sso c ia t io n  m em bers 
w ill be in v ited  to a ll these.

S O U T H  W E ST  A R E A  2. M IS S  M .S. S C O T T

The A re a  has been ve ry  qu iet over the sum m er m onths: so 
m any fam ilie s  o f our m em bers find  th is a ve ry  lo ve ly  part 
o f the coun try  for the ir ho liday! Som erse t has qu ite  a busy 
p rogram m e planned fo r the Autum n. There  is hope fu lly  a 
new group sta rt in g  in B ide fo rd . There  w ill be G olden 
Jubilee Se rv ice s  at Exe te r C a thed ra l on 4th O ctober, T ru ro  
C a thed ra l on 8th Septem ber and W ells C a thed ra l on 20th 
Septem ber. There  w ill be an Open D a y  at P lym ou th  
G u ildha ll in O ctober. Seats w ill be ava ilab le  for A sso c ia t io n  
m em bers in the C athed ra ls. V a riou s A sso c ia t io n  funct ion s 
w ill be held lo ca lly  in the G roups th roughout the A rea.
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L O N D O N  N O R T H  A R E A .  M R S  M . D O W N IN G  B E M

There w ill b e  an A re a  se rv ice  in St. A n d rew s C hurch , En fie ld  
Town, on 15th June, fo llow ed  by a bu ffe t lunch in the En fie ld  
C iv ic  Centre .

L O N D O N  S O U T H  E A S T  A R E A .  M R S  E.G . B L O C K  M B E

28 m em bers of the T roy  Tow n W R V S  C lub  w ere go ing  to 
Sandow n for a w e e k 's  ho liday. M rs  B lo ck  got in touch w ith 
M rs  S im p k in s  o f S E  A re a  2, and then on her adv ice  w ith  the 
W R V S  o ff ice  in N ew port. They suggested  she approached 
M rs  Stephenson  of Sandown, and as a re su lt she w as inv ited  
to the inaugura l m eeting  o f the IO W  A sso c ia t io n  group w hich  
took p lace du ring  the holiday.

G U E R N S E Y

M is s  E. R o b ill ia rd . A f te r  sta rt in g  in a sm a ll w ay  tw o years 
ago, we now m eet about tw ice  a year to enjoy a m eal and a 
chat, but m ore im p o rtan tly  these ga th e rin g s  b ring  to our 
notice  those who for one reason or another are housebound and 
unable to join us. A  g ift  o f flow ers and a v is it  from  one of 
our m em bers le ts them  know  that the ir yea rs o f se rv ic e  to 
the com m un ity  are  s t ill reca lled  and appreciated.

J E R S E Y

M rs  R . F ish e r  te lls us that they s t ill m eet m onth ly  for a 
ligh t snack  or tea: in Ju ly  they m et at the S traw b e rry  Farm , 
w here they had k ind  he lp fro m  the sta ff, e spec ia lly  fo r the 
m em ber in a w hee lcha ir. M em b e rs  help in the W R V S  o ff ice  
on T hursday  m orn ings.

Book  C o rn e r

M rs  B e ry l B u rk it t  recom m ends "H e n r ie t ta 's  W ar" and 
"H e n r ie t ta  sees it th rou gh " both by Joyce  Dennys.

"T he se  books are a se rie s o f le tte rs sent from  a sm a ll town 
in the W est C o u n try  to an im ag in a ry  friend  o ve rseas du ring 
the last war. The author v iew ed  the 'g o in g s -o n ' on the H om e 
F ro n t  w ith  hum our, understand ing  and g rea t a ffec tion , and 
illu stra te s them  w ith de ligh tfu l w itty  d raw ings, in c lud ing  four 
d iffe ren t w ays o f w ea ring  a W VS hat".
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A R E A  R E P R E S E N T A T IV ES

L O N D O N

N orth  A re a  M rs  M . D o w n ing  B E M ,

S E  A re a  M rs  E.G . B lo ck  M B E ,

SW  A re a  M rs  M . F o rsd ic k  M B E ,

N W  A re a  M rs  D .M . Stevens,

N O R T H  W E ST

A re a  1 M rs  B.F. W ilson  M B E ,

A re a  2 M rs  O. C hu rch ill,

A re a  4  M rs  M . J . Preston,

N O R T H  E A S T

A re a  1 M rs  C .V . Sm urthw a ite  M B E ,

A re a  2 M rs  B. B u rk itt,

A re a  3 M rs  P. Jam es M BE,

A re a  4 M rs  L. Z ie g le r M B E ,



A R EA  R E P R E S E N T A T IV ES  (continued) 

M ID L A N D S

A rea  1 M rs  W. Peng illey,

A rea  2 M rs  H. Sm ith

A rea  3 M rs  M .F. Oswald,

H O M E  C O U N T IE S ,  A N G L IA  

A rea  2 M rs  M. Gordon,

A rea  3 M rs E.D. C laydon,

SO U T H  E A S T

A rea  1 M iss  M.T. Cooke M BE ,

Area  2 M rs  D .J . Sim pkins BEM ,

SO U T H  W EST

Area   M rs  K. R ichards,

A rea  2 M iss  M . Scott,

W A L E S  M rs L. Brotherton,

S C O T L A N D  Chairm an, Scottish  Section.
M rs A. Hart,


