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 10th J U N E  1987 
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 N E W C A S T L E  
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Mem bers are also asked to note that N O M IN A T IO N S  F O R  
T H E  C O M M IT T E E  should reach Headquarters by 1st Ap ril 
each year and R E S O L U T IO N S  for discussion should be sent 
in by 1st February.
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W E L C O M E  TO  O U R  N EW  C H A IR M A N

M rs A va  Christophersen is already known to many members 
through her long service, particu larly  in C iv il Defence, and 
we al l give her a very warm  welcome. H e r  charm ing and 
forthright personality stems from  a Scottish  background and 
her interests and knowledge cover a wide field.

A  day spent at the Roya l Academ y of A rts  Sum m er 
Exh ib ition  with A va  showed yet another glim pse of her 
live ly and enquiring mind.

We all look forward very much to your chairmanship.

H.F.

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  NEW  C H A IR M A N

I am very glad to have this opportunity to write to you for 
the first  time as Cha irm an of the W VS/W RVS Association  
in succession to Helena Foster, and to assure you that I 
w ill do all I can to further the aim s of the Association.
I also look forward to m eeting as m any of you as possible, 
either in London or in your own home territory.

We are all delighted that Helena Foster has been elected 
as V ice-President and we are, therefore, most fortunate in 
having valuable advice and support from  both Kathleen 
Halpin, our Founder Chairm an, and Helena. The Special 
Project she started in Novem ber 1985 has been a great 
success thanks to all your efforts, and a cheque for £1,504.15 
was presented at the A G M  at B risto l to Dam e Barbara 
Shenfield, Cha irm an of W RV S and President of the Association. 
Since then we have received a further £66.50, m aking a 
grand total of £1,570.65 for the W RV S Benevolent Trust.

I would like to express gratitude to V i P rice  who has been 
such an excellent Ed itor of the A ssoc ia tion  News.
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and to welcome, as her replacem ent, D o ris  Gross, who 
has until recently, been, W RV S A rea  Organiser, London 
North. The A ssoc ia tion  New s is such a very good way 
for us all to keep in touch.

156 members attended the A G M  in B risto l and we are all 
very gratefu l to M rs  M a ry  Garland, M rs K aye  Barker,
M rs Freda Johnston, M rs  Jane M acFa rlane  and all the 
local members for looking after us so well and providing 
us with a delicious lunch - special thanks to those gallant 
m em bers who stood out in the pouring rain to d irect us to 
the hall. It was a most happy day and great fun to 
renew old friendships.

A s  I am most anxious that as m any m em bers as possible 
should have the opportunity to attend Annual General 
Meetings, we w ill continue to choose the venues in 
d ifferent A reas throughout the country. So far, since 
the first years when our m em bership was small, we have 
tried to spread the "catchm ent area" and have been to 
B irm ingham , Pudsey and B rixto l. Next year we plan to 
go north, and the fo llow ing year, our Golden Jubilee in 
1988, we w ill be back again in London.

In the com ing year, do you think it would be possible for 
each one of us to try to contact any local A ssoc ia tion  
m em bers with whom we m ay have lost touch? A s we 
get older, it is the happy m em ories of shared experience 
and old friendships which give us a sense of belonging. 
H aving spent m any years g iv ing service to others, we 
must be certain that our fellow  members shall be given all 
the support they m ay need and deserve in their less 
active  and more lonely years.

A lthough it m ay seem rather early to do so, I would like 
to send you m y very best w ishes for a Happy Christm as 
and a peaceful New  Year.

Cha irm an
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E D IT O R IA L

Taking over as your News Ed itor is no easy task. I prom ise 
I w ill try and keep up the standard of past Editors. However, 
for those of you who complained, there w ill be no more very 
sm all print! Even if it means that there w on 't be as much 
in the newsletter. I 'l l  do my best to provide som ething to 
suit most tastes, but it is not easy to please everyone. So 
please let me know what you would like to see in your keep- 
in-touch magazine. It w on 't be possible to reply to everyone 
for purely econom ic (postage) reasons, but rest assured we 
will take note of your views and pass on any problems to be 
dealt with locally.

W RV S is getting older, and so are our A ssoc ia tion  members.
The m em bership of the A ssoc ia tion  is grow ing too. I would 
particu larly  like to hear from  those, who, for whatever reason, 
cannot attend meetings, and for whom the A ssoc ia tion  News 
is the only way they can keep in touch. By and large the 
A ssocia tion  New s can be a bit nostalgic. The W RVS 
Newspaper brings inform ation on current trends and 
developments. D o  you receive a copy?

A rtic le s  by M iss  Duke and others in recent editions of the 
New s have brought further fascinating reports from  members 
about Services W elfare Overseas towards the end of the 
Second World War, and m ore have been promised. W ith the 
50th Ann ive rsa ry  of W R V S  approaching in 1988 we shall be 
thinking back to our wartim e origins. If there are other 
members who worked in Services W elfare during or im m ediately 
after the war who have not yet sent in their memoirs, please 
do so. It m ight be a good idea to put it ail together in our 
50th Ann ive rsa ry  edition. And would you like Hom e Front 
snippets too, or perhaps coverage of other aspects of W RVS 
w ork?

Please keep the Reports com ing in. And m ay I wish

A  Very Happy C hristm as to you all, and all you 
would w ish yourse lves for 1987.

Ed itor
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The R E U N IO N  and A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T IN G  took 
place this year in B risto l. There is no need to go into 
details as M inutes are being sent with this Newsletter.
Suffice  it to say that all 156 m em bers who attended had 
a very enjoyable day.

Just a final word about it. One A rea  Representative  has 
w ritten to say that their member who attended was 
im pressed by the e ffic ient organisation and numbers 
attending. This is a pat on the back for the o ffice rs and 
com m ittee of the A ssociation, and the members of W RV S 
locally. (Your new Editor, of course, not having any 
responsib ility on this occasion).

Another member who made the journey was M rs  Hall of 
Kent, over 90 years of age. Congratu lations to her.
So why not come and join us next year?

A N N U A L  S U B S C R IP T IO N

A T  T H E  A G M  O F  T H E  A S S O C IA T IO N  H E L D  IN  B R IS T O L  
IT  W AS A G R E E D  T H A T  T H E  A N N U A L  S U B S C R IP T IO N  

S H O U L D  B E  IN C R E A S E D  TO £1.50 F R O M  J A N U A R Y  1st 1987 

W ill m em bers please help Headquarters office  by sending 
their subscriptions for 1987 as soon as possible and not wait 
until January 1st. New  m em bers who join after September 
1986 do not have to pay again until January 1988.

Bankers Orders. M em bers paying by B anke r 's  O rders w ill 
each receive a letter from  H Q  enclosing a new Bankers 
Order form  with instructions as to the correct procedure 
to be followed.

L ife  Mem bers of ten or more years m ight like to make a 
voluntary donation and we are gratefu l to those who have 
already done so.
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B IR T H D A Y  H O N O U R S  1986 

We send our sincere congratulations to the follow ing:

O BE

M rs E lizabeth  M urie l Cam pbell
V ice -Cha irm an  Scotland

M B E

M rs  Pa tric ia  M a ry  L inton
A rea  O rgan iser NW 4

B E M

M rs Anne C la rk
Stockport NW 2

M rs Jeanie M cLeod  Goggin
Doncaster N E4

M rs E lsie  M ay  Law renson
Prison Canteen O rgan iser NW1

M rs Madelaine Daphne S. M aisey
Purchasing & Supplies O rgan iser HQ

M rs Doreen Hayes Vesey
County Good Com panions O rgan iser HC/A1

M rs M orva  Joyce White
C loth ing Organiser, Salisbury SW1

The fo llow ing m em bers also received honours for services 
to the com munity:

M BE

M rs O live  Macleod, Lochinvar, Scotland 

B E M

M rs Joan Boyd, Duns & Berw ick D istr ic t  

M rs  M arjorie  M ills, Slough
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O B IT U A R Y

We are sorry  to learn that the fo llow ing m em bers have 
died since the publication of the M ay  1986 "N ew s".

M rs  M .E. Shaw M anchester
The Hon. M rs  Evans-F re re  Essex
M rs M .L. Perress London
M iss  R. D rive r N E 4
M iss  M . N ie ld  NW1
M rs  M. Cunnington Wales
M iss  G.E.V. Lew is Sussex
M rs M. P itcher Berksh ire
M rs E. Bullock B E M  Yorksh ire
M rs  M . Jacob Staffordshire
M rs M. Jackson W arw ickshire
M rs  V.E. Lew is Hertfordsh ire
M rs J.I. Mason Le icester
M rs N. Sim pson Yorksh ire
M rs  V. How ard B E M  Kent
M rs  K.J. Sym ington Norfo lk
M rs E. Golightly  Surrey
M rs H. Gam m on Ham pshire
M rs W.B. D av is  Som erset
M iss  D. Butler Kent
M rs M .M . Thompson G loucester
M rs K. C raven  Notts
M iss  M. Cheek SE1
M iss  F .A . U rry  SE1
M iss  D .E.H . Du  Boulay London
M rs  C. Warden Hertfordsh ire
M rs  E.O. D av ie s South G lam organ
M rs L. F itzsim m ons London NW
M iss  V.O. Hum e-Spry East Sussex
M rs W. Chesh ire  Surrey
M rs  M .E. W ard-Jackson London SE
M rs  C .M . Munson H/C3
M rs A. Lav is-Jone s Wales
M rs  A.H. Edw ards Wales C lw yd
M rs  V. Webber H/C2
M iss  Noel Streatfeild, author, who was a L ife  Mem ber
o f the Association.
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F R O M  R O U N D  T H E  C O U N T R Y

24 M em bers at an A ssoc ia tion  Lunch in Harrogate  totalled 
between them 425 years of service  to W RVS. Is this a 
record?

W RV S was escorting a w ife and child to v isit the husband 
in prison. Sadly, the car broke down. A  police car 
stopped, a policem an said: "D o n 't  worry, my dear, w e 'll 
drive them there." Com m ent by the wife: "The police 
a in 't  so bad, are they?".

M rs Evelyn  Standing, a member of the Hull A ssoc ia tion  
group, has much enjoyed her year of office  as M ayor of 
Beverley. She invited m em bers of the various groups in 
North Hum berside to a conducted tour of Beverley County 
Hall, and tea in the M a yo r 's  Parlour.

M rs J. Brown of the Epsom  and Ew ell A ssoc ia tion  was able 
to join with other war widows the v isit arranged by the 
British  Legion  to the Kranji Cem etery in Singapore. "We 
joined in a dawn service with the New Zealand Forces in 
m em ory of Anzac  Day, and this was very moving. We 
all left feeling more at peace having v isited our husbands' 
graves".

W RV S Wales had a very early m orning em ergency call in 
early August to aid caravanners caught in a holiday 
horror flood at the big Conw y M orfa  Caravan  Camp.
Nine people were taken to hospital, and 14 caravans were 
wrecked. M em bers of Aberconw y D istr ic t  hurried to 
open a R e st  Centre  in a local Church  House, which proved 
a haven of com fort for the caravanners, who included a 
very frightened party of Germ an Boy Scouts.
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R E P O R T  F R O M  S C O T L A N D  M rs A.P. H A R T ,  C H A IR M A N  

The Annual General M eeting and Reunion was held in May.
62 members were there, and the Hon. M rs  M a ry  Corsar,
W RV S Cha irm an for Scotland, who was present, brought 
m em bers up to date w ith news of the Service. M iss  E . 
C arte r has resigned as Secretary/Treasurer, and M rs  I. Jarron 
has succeeded her, assisted by M rs  J. C lark. £200 was 
donated from  funds to the W RV S Benevolent Trust.

Centra l Reg ion  meet regularly. They much enjoyed a talk 
by M rs  Sim e of the Seagull Trust about canal cru ising for 
the disabled.
D um frie s and Gallow ay. M rs  J. Hannay does her best to 
get together the very scattered members in this part of 
Scotland.
F ife  members are hoping that the new Dunferm line  O ffice  
will prove a more suitable m eeting place than the Regional 
O ffice  in Cupar, w ith its many stairs.
Gram pian has a w ide-ranging program m e of speakers for 
1986, including one on recent archeological excavations in 
Aberdeen.
Loth ian  and S H Q continue to enjoy their bridge. The 
Jarron Quaich was won this time by M rs  E. W ilson of 
Scottish  HQ. They are planning to produce their own 
m agazine.
Strathclyde. A  Cha irm an (M rs M. Chalm ers) and com m ittee 
have been elected, and an interesting program m e of events 
planned. They have visited  H iram  W alker 's  bottling plant, 
where the w hisky was found to be untouched by human hand 
from  beginning to end. Sadly there were no samples. They 
plan to go to another D ist ille ry  in C r ie f f  in September. 
Tayside. Mem bers from  Dundee and Angus went to Letham  
V illage  for a v is it to a local cra ft shop and heather nursery, 
followed by tea.

W A L E S  M R S  L. B R O T H E R T O N

Wales now has a m em bership of 180. They celebrated a 
first - their first ever A ssoc ia tion  Reunion for the whole 
country. M rs  H. Foster, O BE, as National Chairm an, 
joined with 51 m em bers from  different parts of Wales.
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M rs J. W alden-Jones, Cha irm an of W R V S  for Wales, reviewed 
current activ ities. It was agreed to hold a Welsh Reunion 
every year.

M rs  E. Edw ards BEM , has agreed to be County  Representative  
for Clwyd, and M rs A. N icho las for Dyfed.

A  very successful luncheon reunion for all southern Counties 
was held in September.

Colw yn Bay, Dyfed, had their first m eeting since the 
form ation of their group. W rexham  and R hy l and D istr ic t  
were invited too. 56 members were there for tea and to 
hear a wonderful account of a Baham ian wedding which 
one member had attended. A ltogether a great success.

R E P O R T S  F R O M  T H E  A R E A S

NW  A R E A  1. M rs  B.F. W ilson M B E

Cum bria. M iss  Stevenson reports some progress, but 
members are w idely scattered and m eetings are d ifficu lt 
to organise.

Lancashire. M rs  M itche ll says there have been two 
meetings, one at the invitation  of St. A n n e 's  members. 
Mem bership  is now 74.

NW  A R E A  2

M rs Raw linson reports from  Bolton that m em bers have held 
meetings, continued to knit for the S C F  and are looking 
forward to a Ch ristm as lunch. They have a few new members.

NW  A R E A  4

M erseyside  and W allasey. M rs  D raper reports that there 
is now a m em bership of 62, w ith 26 from  Wallasey, and 
they have had luncheon gatherings in B irkenhead and 
Wallasey.
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N E  A R E A  1. M rs  C.V. S M U R T H W A IT E  M B E

Northum bria  produces an excellent New sletter of their own, 
and donated £230 to the Benevolent Trust.

Northum berland County  (M rs J. Eastwood). A lnw ick  (M rs 
Kohler) has coffee mornings, as does A sh ington  (M rs Pratt).
In M arch  they went to a perform ance of "O k lahom a" by 
the B lyth  Operatic Society. Some A ssoc ia tion  members 
entertain the local D arby  and Joan C lub  with songs, and C lub 
members went to the theatre with them.

Ponteland (M rs Frise) continues to kn it for the SC F , and 
m em bers enjoy the local W RV S Annual Lunch.

North Tyneside (M rs Frew  and M rs Weallens).

North Shields & Tyneside. Mem bership  has gradually 
increased. F low ers and sm all g ifts are sent to members in 
time of illness or trouble, and v isits are made.

W hitley Bay (M rs Daw son) has a m onthly Co ffee  Pot gathering. 
They gave a C hristm as party for the residents of C lifton  Court.

Sunderland (M rs A insley). M em bership  has now reached 27.
M rs J. Owen gave a talk on a journey in Nepal, where she 
was carried down a ravine, across a rushing river, and up 
the other side by a Sherpa porter. Another talk was by a 
police sergeant on "Secu rity  in the Hom e". From  the exotic 
to the practical!

An  A rea  outing to the Tall Ships R ace  was being planned, 

and e ffo rts for A fr ic a  continue in all groups.

N E  A R E A  2. M rs  B. B U R K IT T

Durham , C leve land and North  Yorksh ire

A  number of very live ly  groups. Selby met once, but
H arrogate  meets monthly, w ith a varied programme, and
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York  (M rs Venables) arranged a group holiday in the W irral 
Peninsular, v is it ing  m any interesting places. C leveland 
(M rs Stamp) together with Hartlepool meets m onthly for 
social functions, and had a lovely coach outing to Swaledale.
So if you live in these cities there is much to offer.
Elsewhere, such as Darlington  there are sm all beginnings. 
How ever the main problem rem ains the very spread-out 
nature of many parts of the Area, particu larly  in North 
Yorksh ire. Any  suggestions as to how to start new groups 
w ill be grate fu lly  received.

N E  A R E A  3. M rs P. JA M E S , M B E

M rs Jam es reports a new group in Pocklington with nine 
members.
£300 was raised for the W RV S Benevolent Trust at a 
"C o ffee  and Talent Sale", supported by over 70 members 
from  all parts of the Area.

The A rea  Annual m eeting was held on 7th Ap ril at 
B ishop Burton Co llege  of Agricu lture , and 58 members were 
present. The V ice -P rinc ipa l of the College, M r M.J. Withers, 
gave a talk on the h istory and work of the College, and 
M rs C. Mudge, the Head of Rura l Hom e Econom ics, amazed 
everyone with her description of courses available

L inco ln sh ire . M rs  D. Cook reports that groups meet 
regularly in Skegness, M arket Rasen and Sutton-on-Sea, 
and she joins them whenever possible, as well as m aking 
v isits to elderly m em bers in hospital.

South Hum berside (M rs D. Stokes). A  group meet in 
G rim sby and added £60 to the Benevolent Trust total.

North Hum berside and Hull. The outstanding occasion was 
an appeal by two local doctors for help m anning a stall 
outside Sainsburys for three days to collect dried baby m ilk 
to be sent to Poland for sm all babies at the time of the 
Chernobyl disaster. Sainsburys sold out, and £400 was 
collected in addition. With a little  help from  the County 
Organiser, A ssoc ia tion  members, and their husbands worked out a
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complete rota and are proud that they can still rise 
to an emergency.

N E  A R E A  4 M rs L. Z IE G L E R  M B E

W akefield A rea  sent £300 in all for the Benevolent Trust, 
and two successful outings were arranged. Another first: 
an a ll-A rea  m eeting was held on 18th June, which it was 
hoped m ight become an annual event.

M ID L A N D S  A R E A  2. Thank you to M rs  A. T Y L E R  and 
welcom e to M rs  H. SM IT H .

M rs Tyler reports that Nottingham  C ity  now has a firm ly- 
established A ssoc ia tion  Group. They are designing and 
ordering their own C hristm as Cards.

A  County Com m ittee  has also been form ed at a fully 
representative m eeting of D istr ic ts  and C ity, and a further 
m eeting is planned.

M iss Love tt te lls us that M ansfie ld  (M rs Johnson) had a 
m eeting at the Centre  for the Deaf, and presented a 
cheque for £108 (collected at a coffee morning) towards 
the C en tre 's  Build ing Fund. Bassetlaw  had a coffee 
m orning and Broxtow e members visited  the Nottingham  
Evening Post O ffices.

A sh fie ld  enjoyed a straw berry tea at the home of the 
branch secretary, M rs  Knighton. She has recently been 
on a v isit to Austra lia , where she saw a M O W  kitchen and 
helped in a Hosp ital K iosk. She was invited to join the 
annual cru ise  given by the Hosp ital Board up the Haw kesbury 
R iver.

New ark held an inauguration lunch in February 1986 for 30 
members, when the guest speaker was the Mayoress, who 
spoke of her appreciation of the work done by W RVS. In 
M ay  they came down to earth w ith a talk from  P.C. Chalk  
on Security  in the Home. Gedling have regular social 
gatherings with speakers, including Superintendent G ill of 
the Nottingham  Constabulary on the day-to-day work of 
the Police  and R ushc liffe  has m onthly coffee mornings, 
one in the Larwood/Voce Bar o f the Nottingham  C ricke t 
C lub. They seem to find a d ifferent venue each time, all 
of considerable interest.
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H O M E  C O U N T IE S  A N G L IA  A R E A  3. M R S  E.D . C L A Y D O N  
One branch adopted an O ld Peop le 's  Hom e for Christm as, 
and one branch has asked members to take second-class 
stamps to m eetings to help keep expenses down.

SO U T H  EA ST , A R E A  1. M IS S  M.T. C O O K E  M B E  
M iss  Cooke  has sent up to date news of the Counties.

Su rrey. Epsom  and Ewell, Guildford  and W oking all have 
varied program m es of meetings and outings, some of 
which are joint ventures. Woking had a "M y ste ry  D rive ", 
and a garden party in August.

M rs  E. Speirs has retired as County Representative  but is 
rem aining on the National Com m ittee. She has been 
succeeded by M rs  B. Stirling. East Kent has luncheon 
m eetings in m em bers' homes. One speaker was M iss 
E. M oloney of W RV S Services Welfare, who gave a most 
interesting talk about her work overseas and at home.
M rs K. Banwell has retired as County  Representative, and 
M rs B. W right replaces her.
West Kent. M rs  B. B right reports a few more members.

Sussex. Brighton, Eastbourne and Hove have regular 
meetings and outings. Hove included a coach outing to 
Chartw ell for 50 people and enjoyed the Church ill paintings 
and the peace of the gardens. Wealden and H astings also 
organise gatherings for members and have nine new ones.

SO U T H  E A S T  A R E A  2 

Ham pshire

M rs M. A lbrow  reports on a very pleasant spring Reunion 
at Havant, saddened by the death of M iss  H ilda Gammon, 
a founder-member, at the age of 88. She w ill long be 
remembered.

M rs  A lbrow  is in touch with an A ssoc ia tion  member recently 
moved to the Isle of W ight who would like to help form  an 
Island Association. Anyone else interested, p lease?
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West Sussex M iss D. Ya rd ley  tells us that some members 
are now too housebound to attend m eetings but they do 
try to keep in touch with them. In Bognor m em bers work 
w ith the local branch of the SC F .
40 members attended the annual Lunch Party  in Rustington  
on a sunny day in July at the home of M r and M rs  Spencer. 
M rs Win. Taylor (C ity  and Special Projects O rgan iser) gave 
an am using talk on the Lord  M a yo r 's  Show.

SO U T H  W EST  A R E A  1. M R S  K. B A R K E R ,  B E M  
Tewkesbury had a successful luncheon gathering followed by 
a talk from  Rev. M oxon on the h istory of St. P au l's  
Cathedral. He had helped arrange the W RV S 40th 
Ann ive rsa ry  Service.
Over 15,000 garm ents have been produced for Eth iop ia  and 
there has been a request for soft toys for tiny babies in 
T igray who are too ill to be moved.

SO U T H  W EST  A R E A  2. M IS S  M. SC O T T . M iss  Scott tells 
us of a new group in Plym outh, and some interest in Exeter. 
Som erset has an increased membership, and in all there have 
been 42 new m em bers since January. Transport rem ains 
the biggest problem.

L O N D O N  SE  A R E A .  M R S  E.G. B L O C K  MBE 
The O rgan isers of the Woolwich Centra l C lo th ing  Store 
kindly invited m em bers to v isit the store and the new Thames 
Flood Barrie r nearby. The latter proved to be a rare sight, 
as the Barrage  was being tested, to the accom panim ent of 
loud sirens, and some of the gates were in the flood position. 
One by one, the enorm ous towers were sw inging them slow ly 
into the "open for sh ips" position.

J E R S E Y .  M R S  D .M . B A T H U R S T

Now  has eleven members, m eeting monthly, with outings 
as well, including one to the Zoo.

P L E A S E
A R E A  R E P O R T S  TO  T H E  E D IT O R  

N O T  L A T E R  T H A N  T H E  
E N D  O F  J A N U A R Y  1987.
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Tall ones, sm all ones, thin, slim  and fat,
People of all ages step upon our mat.
We do our best to clothe them 
And give them what they like,
D o ing  so with sm iling faces, never com ing out 

on strike.
O ff  the shelves come garments,
Out of cupboards, shoes.
These are taken to our clients,
They wonder what to choose.
M any leave us happily, outfitted top to toe, 
Some we cannot satisfy, as all they say is "N o ". 
We see them off out of the door, to go their 

laden way
Know ing very like ly they 'll come another day
To step again upon our mat
The tall, the small, thin, slim  and fat.

M rs  T. Dunton, Poole 

One cold wet F riday  morning found 
The van and team for Herston bound.
From  there to Worth - one meal delivered,
(The wind blew hard, and how we shivered)
Then back along the road we sped:
When suddenly we pulled up dead.
W e'd quite forgotten, what a sin,
The two who live behind the Inn.
"W e 'll just turn here" - an open gate 
Lured the two to a sticky  fate.
The steamed back window all concealed 
They ended in a muddy field.
The van was stuck: that fact was plain,
And though they pushed with m ight and main 
The wheels but deepened in the m ire 
Which reached near half-w ay up the tyre.
And now, Oh joy, a ray of hope 
A  farm er came with jeep and rope,
A  jerk, a skid, a gurgling m urmur 
And  there we were on terra firma.
Some words o f thanks, then o ff once more 
To take the meals from  door to door.
Because the most im portant plan 
Is not why we can 't, but how we can.

M iss  G.W. Date, Swanage
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F R O M  T H E  A R C H IV E S

In Novem ber 1956 W R V S  was busy helping w ith the relief 
of Hungarian refugees. One local paper reported: "A
man, his w ife and three children crawled on their stom achs 
through mud - he with the sm allest child on his back - and 
slept in a forest before reaching the border. They realise, 
he said, that the work of the W VS is voluntary, and is full 
of praise for the O rgan isation".

In Decem ber 1966, the Queen M other took tea with 800 
members of W RVS in St. Jam es Palace. "The Queen 
Mother looked radiant, and was followed round the 
Palace by her C o rg i dog."

Were any of you personally involved on these occasions? 

A R E A  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S

L O N D O N

North A rea  M rs M. Dow ning BEM ,

N E  A rea  M rs I. M illinaton,

SE  A rea  M rs  E.G. B lock M BE ,

SW A rea  M rs  M. Forsd ick  M BE ,

NW  A rea  M rs  M. Julian,

N O R T H  W EST

A rea  1 M rs  B.F. W ilson M BE ,



A R E A  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  (continued) 

N O R T H  E A S T

A R E A  1 M rs  C.V. Sm urthw aite  M BE , 

A R E A  2 M rs  B. Burkitt,

A R E A  3 M rs  P. James, M BE.

A R E A  4 M rs  L. Ze ig ler M BE .

M ID L A N D S

A R E A  1 M rs  W. Pengilley,

A R E A  2 M rs  H. Smith,

H O M E  C O U N T IES , A ng lia  

A R E A  3 M rs E.D. C laydon,

SO U T H  E A S T

A R E A  1 M iss  M.T. Cooke. M BE , 

A R E A  2 M rs  D.J. Sim pkins BEM ,

SO U T H  W EST

A R E A  1 M rs K. Barker BEM ,

A R E A  2 M iss  M, Scott,

WA L E S  M rs  L. Brotherton.

S C O T L A N D  Chairm an, Scottish  Section 

M rs  A.P. Hart,


