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D ear M em ber,

Many o f you w il l  a lready know th a t our P resident,
Mrs Barbara Shenfie ld, was made a Dame Com m ander o f 
the O rder o f the B rit is h  Em pire  in  the New Y ear Honours.
We w ere a ll th r il le d  to  hear th is  good news, fo llo w in g  the  
t r ib u te  to  WRVS by H er M a jesty the Queen in  her C hris tm as  
broadcast. I f  you have not seen a copy o f the WRVS News 
(February  issue), do t r y  and borrow  a copy as i t  is fu l l  o f 
in te re s t about our Service.

WRVS Benevolent T rust

I am glad to  know th a t m em bers are responding to  my 
suggestion and using th e ir  ta le n ts  to  c o n trib u te  to  the T rus t. 
H o p e fu lly  I shall hear m ore about the  in d iv id u a l e ffo r ts  w hich  
have taken much tim e  and energy and I look fo rw a rd  to  
seeing many o f you a t our Annual G eneral M eeting  in B ris to l.

O nly th is  week I was rem inded o f the  ta len ts  given so 
fre e ly  by tw o  ve ry  d istingu ished m em bers who died ju s t 
re c e n tly :

Lady M arga re t Charles QBE jo ined  WVS in February 1939 
and acted  as Lady R eading 's special A ss is tan t in  Finance and 
Lega l m a tte rs . H er w ork  fo r  D isplaced Persons in G erm any  
and A u s tria  was outstand ing  and she shared our Founder's  
love o f gardening and c re a tin g  b e a u tifu l tapestries . Lady  
C harles was C ha irm an o f the Benevolent T rus t fo r  many years.

M rs M u rie l C a rro ll-M a rk  QBE was perhaps a m ore  
fa m ilia r  face  to  m em bers and her high standards and know ledge  
th roughout 45 years o f devoted serv ice  made its  im pact 
coun tryw ide . Those who represented WRVS a t the Cenotaph  
w ill rem em ber her h o s p ita lity  and I treasure  the sm all tap e s try  
cushions w h ich  M u rie l made to  se ll in  the Refugee Shop a t 
H eadquarters.

In th is  issue Services W elfa re  takes pride  o f p lace and 
th is  is c e rta in ly  an area o f w ork where m em bers used th e ir

YOUR CHAIRMAN WRITES...........
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ta le n ts  and in i t ia t iv e  to  th e  fu l l .  Even to d a y , e x -S e rv ic e  
m en re m e m b e r o u r C lubs and th e  m any s m a ll a c ts  o f 
k indness show n to  those fa r  fro m  hom e.

M em bers  a re  s t i l l  k n it t in g  and sew ing  fo r  Save th e  
C h ild re n , P o land , and o th e r  sp e c ia l E m e rg e n cy  C a re  u n its . 
The need fo r  s m a ll b la n k e ts  and un isex je rseys  is as g re a t 
as e ve r so p lease c o n tin u e  the  good w o rk .

As th is  is m y la s t le t te r  to  you as yo u r C h a irm a n , I 
w a n t you to  know  how  m uch p leasure  yo u r le t te rs  have 
g ive n  m e. M y c ir c le  o f  fr ie n d s  has g row n  and I have 
renew ed m any lo n g - lo s t c o n ta c ts .

I have a lw a ys  th o u g h t o f  th e  A s s o c ia tio n  as a w o rk in g  
p a rtn e rs h ip  w ith  those a t th e  h e lm  and those in  th e  f ie ld  
and I am  e s p e c ia lly  g ra te fu l to  ou r P re s id e n t, ou r H ead
q u a rte rs  Team , o u r E d ito r  and a l l  C o m m itte e  m em bers fo r  
th e ir  su p p o rt and a f fe c t io n .

I t  is n o t do ing  w h a t you l ik e  th a t  m a tte rs  b u t lik in g  
w h a t you do -  H A P P Y  D A Y S  TO Y O U  A L L .

C h a irm a n

S ince w r i t in g  th is  le t te r  I have le a rn e d  w ith  m uch sadness 
o f  th e  d e a th  o f  M iss Joanna B a rn a rd  O BE. H e r hum our 
and sound a d v ic e  d u rin g  ou r days to g e th e r  as R eg iona l 
A d m in is tra to rs  was in v a lu a b le  and she w i l l  be g re a t ly  
m issed by a l l  h e r fr ie n d s , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  th e  South E ast.
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O U R  R E T I R I N G  C H A I R M A N  B y  

Peggy James

A breeze o f change d r if te d  ove r th e  A sso c ia tio n  in  1983 when 
the  f i r s t  Annual G enera l M e e tin g  was he ld  aw ay fro m  London, 
our Founder C ha irm an , K a th le e n  H a lp in , who hod been 
g re a tly  in vo lve d  in the  fo rm a tio n  o f th e  A sso c ia tio n  and in 
the p re p a ra tio n  o f i ts  C o n s t itu t io n , res igned a f te r  10 years in 
o f f ic e  a nd our new C h a irm a n , e le c te d  a t th is  m e e tin g , liv e d  
n e a rly  200 m iles  fro m  the  c a p ita l!

Those who doubted th a t  th is  w ou ld  w o rk  u n d e re s tim a te d  
H elena F oster who was used to  p io n e e rin g  and cou ld  rise  to  the 

cha llenge le av ing  no qual ms th a t  th e  standards set by her 
predecessor and co lleagues w ou ld  be m a in ta in e d .

My f i r s t  c o n ta c t w ith  H e lena  was o ve r 20 years ago when I was 
Convoy O rganiser o f  the  E ast R id in g  Food F ly in g  Squad and our 

te a m  p u t on a T ra in in g  E xe rc ise  w h ich  was to  be a tte n d e d  by 
our R eg ion a l A d m in is tra to r  who was sh o rtly  to  re t ire .  We had decided  to  t r im  th ing s  up as 
a b i t  o f  a fa re w e ll - so - tw o  b o ttle s  o f  she rry  w e n t in to  th e  Soyer o f  soup; the  "casse ro le" 
in  th e  N o .4  f ie ld  co o ke r g o t some e x tra  garnish and pa rs le y  and th e  apple c ru m b le  (also 
in  th e  N o .4) g o t c re a m  in s te a d  o f cu s ta rd ! A t  the  t im e  w e w e re  un aw are th a t our 
R eg ion a l A d m in is tra to r  "D e s ig n a te " w ould be a cco m pan y in g  he r, so when th e y  b o th  a rr iv e d  
i t  seemed m o re  necessary to  show how e f f ic ie n t  we th o u g h t we w ere ! L i t t le  d id  we know 
th a t our new  R .A . -  H e lena  F o s te r - was h ig h ly  e xp e rie n ce d  in  C iv i l  D e fe nce  and a 
fu l ly -q u a lif ie d  H om e O ff ic e  In s tru c to r !  (She has ne ver to ld  us how m any m arks she gave 

us!)

Since th a t  t im e  I have w o rke d  w ith  H elena as a C o u n ty  O rg a n ise r in  he r R eg ion ; the n  n e x t 
door to  he r as an A re a  O rg a n ise r and fo r  the  past 3 years in  th is  A sso c ia tio n .

She has a lw a ys  ta ke n  g re a t p rid e  in  do ing th ing s  p ro p e r ly , m a k in g  sure th a t  she has a  tho rough 
know ledge o f  he r su b je c t coup led  w ith  c le a r c o m m u n ic a tio n  - s e tt in g  h e rs e lf th e  v e ry  high 
s tandard  w h ic h  she encourages in  o th e rs .

This A s so c ia tio n  w i l l  re m e m b e r H elena n o t on ly  fo r  these q u a lit ie s  b u t because she has 
encouraged and s tim u la te d  th e  in te re s t o f those o f  us w ho liv e  n o r th  o f  P o tte rs  Bar and w est 
o f  C h is w ic k  F ly o v e r. A tte n d a n ce s  a t the  m eetings in  B irm in g h a m  and Pudsey by m em bers 
who co u ld  ne ver tra v e l to  London have proved  th e re  is  l i f e  ou ts id e  th e  M e tro p o lis .

H er p ro je c ts  fo r  The Save th e  C h ild re n  and Poland, and la t te r ly  fo r  th e  WRVS B enevo len t 
T ru s t, have g ive n  us an assurance th a t we are n o t ju s t "has beens" bu t th a t we can s t i l l  c a r ry  
on th e  WRVS tra d it io n  o f h e lp in g  o th e rs .

H er le a d e rsh ip  has been on in s p ira t io n  and her fr ie n d s h ip  v e ry  m uch a p p re c ia te d  by us a ll.

H elena! Y ou asked m e once to  g ive  you an a p p ro p ria te  phrase in  W elsh when you w ere 
in v ite d  to  address a M e m b e rs ' m e e tin g  in  Wales. H e re  is  a n o th e r w h ich  m y W elsh ancestors  
he lp  us to  say to  you:

D a I aw n C a rio d ! D io l ch yn F a w r!

(E d ito r 's  t ra n s la t io n  fo r  th e  u n in it ia te d : "W ell Done D ear! Thanks a lo t ! " )  W ith  apologies
to  S co tland  - so rry  we can n o t rise  to  th e  G ae lic !
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E D I T O R I A L

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  D am e B a rb a ra ! H ow  p roud  w e a re  th a t
our P re s id e n t has been honou red  in  th is  w a y . We re jo ic e  
w ith  h e r and w ish  h e r e v e ry  success and happiness in  the  
fu tu re .

N e a r ly  200 ye a rs  ago D a v id  E v e re t t  w ro te  fo r  a schoo l's  
d e c la m a tio n :

"L a rg e  s tre a m s  fro m  l i t t l e  fo u n ta in s  f lo w ,
T a ll oaks f ro m  l i t t l e  aco rns  g ro w ."

I q u o te  i t  he re  because i t  so a p t ly  re f le c ts  w h a t is happening 
w ith in  th e  W VS/W RVS A s s o c ia tio n  as i t  increases its  m o m e n tu m  
a nd s tre n g th . 70 new m em bers have been w e lco m e d  th is  
ye a r b r in g in g  th e  to ta l  to  w e ll o ve r 3 ,000. S co tland  has 
n e a r ly  400 m em bers  and M rs B ro th e r to n  is w o rk in g  n e a r- 
m ira c le s  in  W ales, th e  success o f w h ich  has encouraged her 
to  ho ld  th e  f i r s t  W elsh A G M  and R eun ion  in  N e w to w n  in  
A p r i l .

Thanks to  Jose D uke fo r  he r saga on S e rv ices  W e lfa re  
O verseas, w h ich , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  s to r ie s  o f  persona l 
e xp e rie n ce s  d u rin g  th e  2nd W orld  W ar and a fte rw a rd s , h e lp s' 
to  p ro v id e  a p ic tu re  o f  a m ost im p o r ta n t  aspec t o f  W VS/W RVS 
w o rk  w h ic h  is  fe a tu re d  in  th is  issue. M y thanks, to o , to  
P eggy Jam es fo r  he r a p p re c ia tio n  o f  "O u r R e t ir in g  C h a irm a n ", 
and, o f  course , to  m y fr ie n d  and co lle a g u e , M o lly  B la ke , w ho 
v e ry  generou s ly  and c le v e r ly  responded to  m y u rg e n t appeal 
by p ro d u c in g  such d e lig h t fu l ske tches fo r  th is , m y  la s t 

e d it io n  as E d ito r .  [c o n tin u e d  on page 6]

S T O P  P R E S S  London  SE  A re a : M rs B lac k 's  c o ffe e  p a r ty  on 25 th  M a rch  was
m o st e n jo ya b le  tho ugh  sm a ll in  num bers due to  v io le n t s to rm s

 th a t  day. She and h e r A re a  co lleagues ore  v e ry  p roud  o f  th e ir
9 4 -ye a r o ld  m e m ber, M rs M a b le  P u lham  BEM , w ho s t i l l  w orks 
2 days a  week a t  b o th  th e  D u lw ic h  and the  M audsley ho sp ita ls .

 She jo in e d  C a m b e rw e ll in  1939 and has w o rke d  in  S outhw ark
e v e r  s ince. W hat a w o n d e rfu l re c o rd .

Je rsey / C hanne l Islands: M rs B a th u rs t w r ite s  th a t  11 m em bers
now  m e e t a n d  have had a v e ry  a c tiv e  and p lea san t yea r k n it t in g ,  

m a nn ing  th e  P o rt-a -C a b in  and e n jo y in g  lunch , te a  and C h ris tm a s  p a rtie s  to g e th e r.

N E A re a  3: O n 17th M a rch  th e  sun shone and m em bers  th ro n g e d  to  P e tty  Jam es's hom e fo r  
a h ig h l y -su cce ss fu l and e n jo ya b le  c o ffe e  m o rn in g  and ta le n t  sale. C om b in ed  w ith  the  proceeds 
o f  a r a f f le  fo r  b e a u tifu l cushions m ade by M rs Peggie T u rn e r, M rs Jam es was ab le to  hand a 
cheque fo r  £300 to  M rs F o s te r ( fo r  he r B enevo len t Fund appea l) a t the  A re a  A G M  and R e-u n ion  
on 9 th  A p r i l .  O u r C h a irm a n  was d e lig h te d .
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The actual printing and production of "The News" could 
not have been in better hands. H o w  fortunate I have 
been in having the support and kindly co-operation of the 
Print R o o m  staff at Headquarters - m y  eternal gratitude 
to Major Chase, to Mr White and to Mr Lucas without 
whose indulgence I could not have survived! And what 
a pleasure it has been to work in harness with our 
retiring Chairman - I shall miss our little meetings at 
Bawtry. I shall miss, too, the very many kind, generous 
messages and letters for appreciation I have received 
nationwide; they have been a great source of encouragement 
to me. Thank you all very much. I know you will 
continue to support m y  successor in the same way. M y  
wishes to her (or him) and to you all.

V io la  P rice
Hon. E d ito r
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MISS JOSE D U K E  M BE

We a re , indeed, m ost g ra te fu l to  M iss D uke fo r  her ve ry  in te re s tin g  "h is to ry " o f  WRVS 
Services W e lfa re  Overseas and fo r  the  t im e  and tho ugh t she has g iven  to  th e  p ro d u c tio n  
o f a s to ry  about w h ich  so m any o f  us know so l i t t le .  Miss Duke jo in e d  WVS about 30 
years ago and p roud ly  w ears her l o n g -se rv ice  m edal and c lasp w h ich  she re ce ive d  
a f te r  27 o f those years.

She was aw arded he r MBE on th e  re co m m e n d a tio n  o f the  M in is try  o f  D e fe n ce  in  1975, 
having co m p le te d  20 years overseas serv ice , fo r  a d m in is tra tio n  in th e  F a r E ast and a t 
H ead qua rte rs  w ith  the  M .O .D . fo r  S erv ices W e lfa re  W orldw ide , w h ich , a t th a t t im e , 
s t i l l  inc luded  a w ide  v a r ie ty  o f overseas postings.

In  1977 M iss Duke had th e  ra re  honour o f re p re se n tin g  WRVS a t th e  F e s tiv a l o f 
R em em brance a t the A lb e r t  H a ll on th e  12th N ovem ber.

She te lls  me th a t o f a ll th e  m edals w ith  w h ich  she has been presented , perhaps her 
fa v o u r ite  "gong”  is th e  A rm y  C am p a ign  P en insu la r c lasp fo r  the  M al ay /B o rn e o  
"c o n fro n ta t io n "  o f 1963/66. WRVS w e re  e n t it le d  to  re ce ive  these cam paign  m edals 
when serv ing  in  th e  areas concerned, thus m any Services W e lfa re  M em bers have 
re ce ive d  th e m  fo r  C yprus o r K enya  or M a la ya  a n d /o r A den; o th e rs  fo r  K o re a  and a 
fe w  fo r  the  U n ite d  N a tio n s  M eda l fo r  se rv ice  w ith  th e  U N  troops in  C yprus. She 
m o destly  says th a t she is n o t un ique b u t th a t  she was a lw ays pleased to  re ce ive  one!
Some m em bers m anaged to  g e t tw o  or even th re e  ba rs /c lasps to  th e ir  m edal. By 
m oving  fro m  C yprus to  Aden a t th e  r ig h t  t im e , o r com in g  fro m  M a laya  to  K enya , 
depending upon w here th e  a c tio n  happened to  be - and Services W e lfa re  was g e n e ra lly  
to  be found th e re  or th e re a b o u ts !

She was A d m in is tra to r  fo r  the  F a r E ast fro m  1964-1967 when she becam e A ss is ta n t 
A d m in is tra to r  and T ra in in g  O f f ic e r  a t H e ad qua rte rs  u n til her a p p o in tm e n t to  th e  
responsib le pos ition , o f  WRVS S erv ices  W e lfa re  A d m in is tra to r ,  w h ich  d u tie s  she 
p e rfo rm e d  w ith  g re a t success a nd e f f ic ie n c y  fro m  1972 to  1980 - who b e tte r ,  the n , 
to  te l l  us about WRVS Services W e lfa re  Overseas?

WRVS SERVICES W E LF A R E  OVERSEAS

b y

Jose D uke

I t  is n o t unusual w hen asked w h a t I used to  do, fo r  peop le  to  
say, "O h, I d id n 't  know  WRVS e v e r w o rke d  overseas". I t 's  a 
b i t  sad i f  i t  happens to  be a fe llo w  WRVS m em ber w ho expresses 
th e  sam e su rp rise ! We a ll know  WVS s ta r te d  in  1938. W hat is 
less w e ll know n is th a t  WVS S erv ices  W e lfa re  m em bers f i r s t  w e n t

[c o n tin u e d  on page 8 ]
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overseas on fu l l- t im e  co n tra c ts  a t the beginning o f 1944, and 
th a t th is  w ork continued fo r 42 years.

Maybe i t  is because during  th is  year, 1986, the fa c t th a t WRVS 
Services W elfa re  w ork w ith  G urkha fa m ilie s  in Hong Kong and 
Brunei is to  cease, w ith  the resu lt th a t the only overseas 
posting le f t  w ill be the one in Belize, th a t I have been 
encouraged to  w r ite  som ething fo r  the Associa tion  News.

L ike  m ost WVS w ork i t  began by m eeting  a need. In 1940, 
a fte r  D unk irk , loca l WVS began serving tea on ra ilw a y  sta tions  
to  Servicem en. This q u ick ly  developed in to  running canteens 
on or near the s ta tion , to  Town Clubs, where the men could  
re lax , to  M obile  Canteens, and L ib ra rie s  v is itin g  A rm y Camps, 
Search ligh t U n its , Gunsites and A ir f ie ld s . I t  was on the  
streng th  o f th is  association th a t in 1943 the D ire c to r o f A rm y  
W elfare  in v ite d  WVS to  co -opera te  w ith  N A A F I (Navy, A rm y  
and A ir fo rc e  In s titu te ) by p rov id ing  team s o f fu l l- t im e  members 
to  undertake the W elfa re  and Social A c t iv it ie s  in large Leave  
C entres overseas. So, in Feburary  1944, the f ir s t  p a rty  o f 
e ig h t WVS le f t  fo r  A lg ie rs  and Ita ly .

In the same year, as an associate m em ber o f the C ouncil o f 
V o lun ta ry  War W orkers (CVWW), WVS was brought in to  the  
planning p ic tu re  fo r  the invasion o f Europe and by September 
were w ork ing  in the  leave cen tre  a t the H o te l Ambassador in 
Paris. P arties  fo llo w e d  in N ovem ber to  w ork in Belgium  and 
by February 1945 the f i r s t  WVS M ob ile  Canteens were in 
opera tion  behind the advancing arm ies. A t  the end o f th a t 
year the re  w ere 180 WVS Services W elfa re  m em bers in N orth  
West Europe, many o f  them  in G erm any. A  WVS/WRVS 
presence in BAOR was m a in ta ined  u n til the end o f 1977 w ith  
members a ttached  to  nearly  a ll the m a jo r un its  inc lud ing  those 
o f the Canadian Land Forces (w hich served in Europe between  
1951 and 1971). The num ber o f m em bers varied , the work  
varied , and was extended to  inc lude Service Fam ilies .

In 1945 WVS were asked to  go to  the Far East, f i r s t  to  Burma, 
then Singapore, M alaya, Japan and Hong Kong. M ary G ray  
was the f ir s t  WVS A d m in is tra to r in  the Far East a t th is  tim e , 
la te r  on she w il l  be rem em bered as a n o te w o rth y  and long- 
serving Regional A d m in is tra to r a t home.

D uring  the  50s, 60s and e a rly  70s, WVS/WRVS w orked fo r  the  
A rm y and A ir  Force in u n it canteens, ju n io r ranks clubs, 
leave centres and tow n clubs under N A A F I auspices in many 
countries, inc lud ing  Korea, Cyprus, Aden, N o rth  A fr ic a , Kenya,
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Borneo, Iraq, Bahrein, Gan Island, Shargah, and C hris tm as Island.
In fa c t,  w herever the re  was an A rm ed  Services presence.

An e n tire ly  d if fe re n t branch o f the  w ork  was begun in January  
1948 when the B rit is h  Brigade o f Gurkhas was fo rm ed  in M alaya  
accom panied by a num ber o f Gurkha w ives and fa m ilie s , none o f  
whom  had ever le f t  Nepal or India be fo re . In order to  help these 
fa m ilie s  sanction was given by the War O ffic e  fo r  the em ploym ent 
o f nine WVS m em bers ( la te r extended to  f if te e n )  to  undertake  
socia l w e lfa re  w ith  the fa m ilie s  and to  develop a w e lfa re  type  
organ isa tion  covering  hygiene, innocu la tion  records, docum enta tion  
and the lia ison  betw een the B rit is h  A rm y d oc to r and the Gurkha  
m idw ives and the fa m ilie s  besides organising sewing classes, p lay  
groups and a v a r ie ty  o f socia l a c tiv it ie s  and shopping outings.
O ver the years WRVS served w ith  the Brigade in Malaya, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, Brunei and Nepal (w ith  the Depot).

This was a job  much beloved by those who undertook the w ork . 
Many m em bers stayed w ith  the Brigade fo r  long periods, ranging  
fro m  10 to  20 and in  e xcep tiona l cases to  about 30 years! One 
ex-G urkha WRVS many people w ill rem em ber was P hy llis  C astle , 
the Warden o f the Hans P lace C onference House.

O ver the years countless num bers o f Services W elfa re  members 
have come and gone, many going on to  o th e r th ings, o thers in to  
o th e r WVS w ork - Peggy Conway fo r  years Head o f  Prisons 
D e p artm en t, N ora Boning, o ne -tim e  Head o f O ld Peoples D e p a rt
m en t, and I w i l l  ge t in to  tro u b le  fo r  no t nam ing them  a ll and 
many others. N o t u nn a tu ra lly  many overseas Members came  
home to  w ork in the A rm y  A pp re n tice  Colleges and Junior 
Leaders R egim ents added to  the Services W elfa re  co m m itm e n t 
in  1954. This w ork  continues, as does th a t fo r  the lim ite d  
num ber o f R egular A rm y  U n its  in the  UK sanctioned in 1971, 
both  financed  by M .O .D . as is th a t f in a l, iso la ted  overseas posting  
in  B e lize . This is a 6 to  9 m onth posting on ly -  fa ir ly  basic  
cond itions, poor c lim a te , tw ic e  w eekly  h e lico p te r flig h ts  in to  the  
jungle  to  d e live r reading m a te r ia l and shopping to  the soldiers, 
and c o lle c t f lo w e r orders fo r  those le f t  a t home, besides running  
a C lub a t the base in A ir  P o rt Cam p. How many o ld  Services 
W elfa re  m em bers are experienc ing  a pang o f nosta lg ia? Even 
envy? And, Yes. I 'm  happy to  say she D ID  m eet the Queen 
during  her v is it  las t year.
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TH E  E D IT O R 'S  M A IL B A G  
M e m o rie s  o f  a M em b e r o f  t he WVS in  th e  B r it is h  R a j in  Ind ia  
d u rin g  W orld  W ar II. By M rs Eva Bow en K IH .
I was fo r tu n a te  enough to  hove liv e d  in  In d ia du ring  the  las t th re e  de cades o f the  B r it is h  
R a j. M y fa th e r  h ad been posted  to  In d ia in  the  M il ita ry  E n g in e e rin g  S erv ices and the 
fa m ily  jo in e d  h im  th e re  in  1912. I t  was in  C e n tra l Ind ia  w here I m e t and m a rr ie d  my 
husband and ra ise d  m y fa m ily  u n til th e  de partu re  o f th e  B r it is h  in  1948.

I was a m em ber o f th e  WVS (In d ia  in  R aw alp ind i fro m  1940 u n t il  1948 In i t ia l ly  we
jo in e d  in w ith  th e  Red Cross and St Johns by he lp ing  to  m ake m e d ica l dressings and 
c lo th e s  fo r  h o sp ita ls  u n t il  th e  fo rm a l fo rm a tio n  o f the  WVS i n 1940. We w ere lo c a te d  
in  a scrap depot and our s ta r t  up was w ith  the  he lp o f th e  C am e l C orps R e g im e n t We 
c o lle c te d  b o tt le s , po ts , pans and a n y th in g  else th a t cou ld  be re c y c le d  to  he lp  th e  w ar e f f o r t .  
The scrap business g rew  ra p id ly  and soon becam e to o  la rg e  an in te rp r is e  fo r  th e  lad ies  to  
handle - i t  was th e re fo re  ta ke n  ov e r by the  A rm y . N o sooner had we handed ove r the 
scrap depot w hen I was asked to  organise and run a can teen  on th e  p la t fo rm  o f R a w a lp in d i 
ra ilw a y  s ta t io n . Th is can teen  was set up to  prov ide  fre e  re fre s h m e n ts  fo r  B r it is h  and 
Ind ian  tro ops, to g e th e r  w ith  some A m e rica n s , who w ere in  t ra n s it  in  tro o p  tra in s  (o fte n  to  
and fro m  B urm a). The can teen  was set up under the  aegis o f  A rm y  W e lfa re  and having 
been opened by G en era l Noyes was nam ed the  “ Noyes C a n te e n " The can teen  a lso  re ce ive d  
a generous m o n th ly  sum o f m oney fro m  M r D a lip  Singh who had do na te d  m any thousands o f 
rupees to w a rd s  th e  w ar e f fo r t .  M rs C u th b e rt-K in g , th e  w ife  o f  th e  C om m iss io n e r, was 
ou r lo ca l P re s id e n t and I was assis ted  by s ix teen  WVS lad ies  who w o rke d  tire le s s ly  in  s h ifts  
so th a t a l l  d e p a rtu re s  and a r r iv a ls  o f  tro o p  tra in s  w ere c a te re d  fo r .

As soon as th e  Noyes C a n te e n  was fu n c tio n in g  e f f ic ie n t ly  and to  fu l l  c a p a c ity  I was asked 
to  ta ke  on the  a d d it io n a l task o f  L a dy S uperin tendent o f  the  R a w a lp in d i S o ld iers, S a ilo rs, 
A irm e n  and W AC  (1) C lub  fo r  C o rp o ra ls  and be low . The SAW C lub , as i t  w a s know n, was 
ru n  on a n o n -p ro f it  m a k in g  basis w ith  the  he lp o f  a d e d ica te d  g roup o f  ab out fo r ty  WVS 
lad ies who w o rke d  one s h if t  each per week. We also hod th e  he lp  o f  tw o  so ld ie rs  who 
w ere on loan to  us (be ing  m e d ic a lly  u n f it  fo r  a c tiv e  se rv ice ). One was a llo c a te d  to  lo o k in g  
a f te r  th e  d in in g  ro o m  and k itc h e n  and th e  o th e r to  ha nd lin g  th e  b a r. M y husband, who was 
on th e  s ta f f  o f  th e  C h ie f E ng ine er N o rth e rn  A rm y  H ead qua rte rs , u n d e rto o k  th e  d u tie s  o f 
C lub  S e c re ta ry  in  his spare tim e .

The SAW C lub  was indeed a trem endous success. The C lub  p ro v id e d  cheap and w holesom e 
m eals in  a re la x e d  and fr ie n d ly  a tm osphere , so many m iles  f ro m  hom e. Dances w e re  run 
eve ry  Thursday eve n ing  a nd m y husband used to  go ou t w ith  tw o  lo rr ie s  to  c o lle c t the  lad ies 
who had v o lu n te e re d  to  a tte n d  the dances. He w ould  the n  sa fe ly  ta k e  hom e these lad ies, 
w h ich  in c id e n ta lly  in c lu d e d  E lsp e th  G ray, her s is te r Rondo and m y da u g h te r E ve lyn . F ro m  
t im e  to  t im e  we a lso m ode a rra n g e m e n ts  fo r  ENSA p a rtie s  a t th e  c lu b  and these w ere  a lw ays 
popu la r.

A t  the  end o f th e  w a r ou r num bers n a tu ra lly  began to  fa l l  and I was asked to  ta k e  on the  
O ff ic e rs  L e a ve  H o s te l as w e ll.  I ran th is  hoste l fo r  a fu r th e r  seven m onths or so u n t il  the  
p o in t i n t im e  w hen I had to  c lose i t ,  th e  SAW C lub  and th e  Noyes C a n te e n . I was aw arded, 
in  the  New Y e a r 's  H onours L is t  a f te r  the w ar, w ith  th e  K a ise r I. H in d  (K .I.H .)  fo r  serv ices 
in  th e  w ar e f f o r t  w ith  th e  WVS (In d ia ). There w ere m any o th e rs  in  th e  WVS (I ) w ho w ere  
also re w a rd e d  and m any o th e rs  who r ic h ly  deserved s im ila r  re c o g n itio n  b u t d id  n o t re ce ive  i t .

A f te r  th e  w ar In d ia  was g ra n te d  its  independence and was p a r t it io n e d  in to  P a rk is to n  and 
Ind ia . P r io r  to  independence p o li t ic a l upheavals hod o ccu rre d  and th e re  had been m uch a n t i-  
B r it is h  fe e lin g  and th is , coup led  w ith  se c ta ria n  d isorder, c re a te d  a s itu a tio n  w here  th e  c o u n try  
was beg inn ing  to  te a r i ts e l f  a p a rt b e fo re  i t  had even secured its  independence. The re s u lt 
w as r io t  and th e  mass m ig ra tio n  o f  H indus to  Ind ia  and M oslem s fro m  In d ia  to  P a k is ta n .
The re fuge e  p ro b le m  becom e a cu te , made the  w orse by th e  in ju rie s  and savage woundings and 
k illin g s  w h ich  arose fro m  th e  s e c ta ria n  clashes. In e v ita b ly  A rm y  W e lfa re  cam e under 
pressure and once aga in  th e  lad ies o f  th e  WVS, th e  Red C ross and S t. Johns w e re  d ra fte d  in 
to  he lp . I b e ca m e in v o lv e d  in  a la rg e  te n te d  re fugee cam p, w h ich  had one Ind ia n  lady 
d o c to r, one e x -A rm y  n u rs in g  s is te r and a num ber o f  lady  v o lu n te e rs . A f te r  a fe w  weeks we 
w ere ab le  to  m ove in to  an e x -A rm y  h u tte d  cam p a t Hasanabdul w h ic h  d id  a t le a s t p ro v id e  th e  
basic w a te r and s a n ita t io n  needs. I t  w as a t th is  cam p th a t  I was c o n g ra tu la te d  p e rso n a lly  
by  La dy M o u n tb a tte n  on th e  a w a rd  o f the  K .I.H . Lady M o u n tb a tte n  was th e  P re s id e n t o f 
the  WVS, th e  R ed C ross and St, Johns and th is  enabled us a ll to  w o rk  and p u ll to g e th e r w ith  
the  vast re fu g e e  task  w h ich  fa ce d  us a ll.
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W ith  th e  f in a l ad ven t o f Independence in  ia tio n  is  now ke e p in g  in  to u ch  w ith
1948 we a ll hod to  hand ove r ou r responsib- M rs J o w e tt. E D IT O R
ili te s  and so ended th e  B r it is h  R a j in  In d ia. 
My husband and I the n  re tu rn e d  to  th e  U .K .
In 1949 m y husband was in v ite d  back to  F rom  F o lke stone , D odo B u tle r w r ite s  to  say
P akis tan  to  ta ke  up an a p p o in tm e n t o f C h ie f th a t she was in te re s te d  to  read  about the
E ngineer (A ir )  to  the P a k is ta n  A ir fo rc e .  Services W e lfa re  R eun ion  as she was also
This a p p o in tm e n t la s te d  fo r  f iv e  years and in  H ong K ong a t th a t t im e  (30 years ago)
w ith  m y know ledge o f th e  language and and in  re ce n t years. I ’m  sure D odo w i l l  be
previous exp e rie n ce  d u rin g  the  w ar i t  w a sn 't m ost in te re s te d  in  Jose D uke s h is to ry  o f
long b e fo re  I becam e in vo lve d  in  th e  Services W e lfa re  in  th is  issue in  w h ich  she
w e lfa re  o f P a k is ta n  A ir fo rc e  fa m ilie s . I p layed such an im press ive  ro le . E D IT O R
also he lped the  W orld  H e a lth  O rg a n isa tio n  
w ith  th e ir TB im m u n is a tio n  in  P ak is tan .

M iss M a ry  D y o tt  was one o f e ig h t h a n d-p icke d
I am now 78 years o f  age, am  a m em ber o f  WVS m em bers w ho fo rm e d  th e  v e ry  f i r s t
the  WRVS, F le e t, and co n tin u e , as I h ave c o n tin g e n t sent to  I ta ly  in  the e a rly  p a rt o f
done fo r the past tw e n ty  years, to  b e fr ie n d  1 9 4 3  und er a  schem e a rrang ed  by Lady
and v is it  on e ld e r ly  and h o sp ita lise d  lady . R ead ing a t th e  re quest o f  the  C h a irm a n  o f
I also w ork  in  th e  lo c a l O x fa m  shop on N A A F I. The A m e ric a n  so ld ie rs  w ere  be ing
Saturdays. I have to  say th a t  i t  has been w e ll c a r e d  fo r  b y  th e  A m e ric a n  Red Cross
art in te re s tin g , v a r ie d  and v e ry  re w a rd in g  but th e  B r it is h  A rm y  had n o th in g .
l ife  and I hope th a t  m y b r ie f  a r t ic le  w i l l  in
some way encourage th e  younger m em bers U n fo r tu n a te ly , M iss D y o t t  s s to ry  re ached me
o f the WRVS to  re a lis e  th a t th e ir  w o rk  is to o  la te  fo r  in c lu s io n  in  th e  M a y 1986
re a lly  w o rth w h ile . e d it io n , in  fa c t  we w e re  o ve r-sub scribed .

E ve ry  a t te m p t w i l l  be m ade to  in c o rp o ra te  
th is  saga in  a la te r  issue b u t I w ou ld  lik e  to

F r o m  H i l d a  M .  J o w e t t ,  m e n tio n  i t  he re , though b r ie f ly ,  to  com p le m e n t
W o r t h i n g ,  S u s s e x                                                                                            the  o th e r c o n tr ib u tio n s  on WVS/WRVS se rv ice
I  have pleasure in  e n c lo s in g  m y subsc r ip t io n  abroad d u rin g  and a f te r  W orld  War II.
fo r  1986 and thank you fo r the copy o f the
A ssoc ia tion  News w h ich  i fou nd  m ost A f te r  a t ra u m a tic  week in  London d u rin g  the
in te re s tin g . Was e s p e c ia lly  in te re s te d  in h e ig h t o f t he b l i tz ,  these h e ro ic  la dies
the  news about the W est Sussex A sso c ia tio n . t ra v e lle d  to  L iv e rp o o l to  bo ard  the S.S.
I ha ve been a m e m ber s ince i t  was f i r s t  O rm ond w h ich  sa iled  as p a rt o f a convoy o f
S tarted n o t been in fo rm e d  ab out lo c a l m e e t- 25 ships guarded by de s tro ye rs , a f lo t i l la
ings. I jo in e d  W o rth in g  C e n tre  20 odd years and a ir c r a f t  c a r r ie r  w h ich  landed the m
ago,  v is it in g , Books on W heels, M eals on sa fe ly  in  A lg ie rs  w here th e y  w ere in je c te d
Wheels and re c e p tio n  desk. N ow , because aga ins t typhus, e tc . Tw o m em bers o f  the
o f m y age I ’m  o n ly  v is it in g  tw o  b lin d  ladies. tea m  re m a ined  in  A lg ie rs  w h ils t o th e rs  w ere

 sent to  Naples, to  B a ri, w here  th e y  w ere
I liv e d  in  E grerm on t C hesh ire , du ring  the  v is ite d  b y  M is s  M a ry  C ra y  on Lady R ead ing 's
w a r, jo in e d  WVS In 1940, had a C e n tre  a t in s tru c tio n s . Some th e n  w ent to  E gyp t and
the  B a p tis t C hurch  H a l l, was S ecre ta ry  o f a tp  F o r l i  in  I ta ly  w h e r e  M u sso lin i was born,
stre e t  N a tio n a l Savings group and he lped to  V ie n n a  a n d  to  th e  F a r E ast. M iss D y o tt
w ith  w h a te ve r needed do in g . M e t La dy  e n d s  b y  s a y in g  th a t  th e  w h o le  w o r ld  o w e s
R ead ing  m any tim e s  - she was v e ry  k in d  and a  d e e p  d e p t o f g ra titu d e  to  o u r Founder C h a ir-
h e lp fu l and usu a lly  cam e to  see us a f te r  a m a n  La dy R ead ing. So I 'm  sure a ll our
ve ry  bad n ig h t (bo m bs )  A  M rs G ra n t was m em bers w i l l  look fo rw a rd  to  re ad ing  her
our O rgan iser then. I had to  leave WVS s to r y  in  fu l l  a t  a  la te r  d a te  - i t  is fu l l  o f
soon a f te r  the  w ar due to  do m e stic  d i f f ic u l t -  in c id e n ts
ies b u t a f te r  I re t ire d  fro m  pa id  w ork in
W o rth in g  I jo in e d  WVS and hove en joyed  m y E D ITO R
20 odd years w ith  the m , mode n ice frie n d s  
w ho ha ve he lped m e  to  m ake a new l i fe  and 
I  hope I have done a l i t t le  good in  th is  
tro u b le d  w o rld  o f ours.

I  am  sorry  I am n o t ab le  to  a tte n d  th e  A G M  -
to o  fa r fo r  me to  t ra v e l.  

P.S. Please excuse poor w r it in g  - I am  
losing m y s igh t bu t s t i l l  have a lo t  to  be 

th a n k fu l fo r .   
(Such trem endous cou rage , d e te rm in e d  to  
he lp  o th e rs  in  sp ite  o f  he r v e ry  re a l 
prob lem s. I un d e rs ta n d  th e  lo c a l Assoc- 
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F ro m  H e len  H u n te r, K e a rs le y , Bo lto n

I have ju s t re ce ive d  m y f i r s t  copy o f our m agazine. As you a re  su re ly  aw are  we have 
ju s t jo in e d  a new branch  in  B o lto n  and we were v e ry  pleased to  m e et to g e th e r again 
I am  ve ry  p roud  to  w ear m y m o th e r ’s WVS badge as w e ll as m y ow n WRVS one.

I had tw o  to d d le rs  d u rin g  the  w ar when m o th e r was he lp in g  th e  WVS B ran ch  a t F a m w o rth  
w ith  evacuees, b litz e s  in  M ancheste r and L iv e rp o o l, k n it t in g ,  e tc . I used to  go to  sell 
stam ps e tc . ,  and g ive  w ool o u t fo r  k n it t in g  bu t c o u ld n 't do m ore  then.

When I re t ir e d  I s ta r te d  a t once to  B o lto n  & D is t r ic t  G enera l H o s p ita l in  th e  g e r ia tr ic  
and p s y c h ia tr ic  w ards and shop. I can ho nestly  say th a t  I en jo ye d  e ve ry  m in u te  o f i t  
and was v e ry  upset when the  d o c to r said, "no m o re".

S ix WRVS lad ies used to  do a fu l l  day eve ry  Thursday and we m anned th e  shop fiv e  days 
a week as w e ll.  We m ade some re a lly  good frie n d s  w ith  b o th  s ta f f  and p a tie n ts  and I 
s t i l l  go up to  see th e m  when I can. I am so glad th a t a B ranch  has been s ta r te d  up a t 
B o lto n  and lo o k in g  forw a rd  to  ou r n e x t m e e ting .

Hope you have been ab le  to  read  th is  as I have a r th r i t is  a n d  th e  pen ju s t goes w here  i t 
w an ts  and to  th in k  th a t. I was School S ecre ta ry  fo r  17 years. A h, w e ll!

(W e ll done, H e le n . H e lp in g  each o th e r is w h a t th e  W VS/W RVS 
A s s o c ia tio n  is a ll  a b o u t. Good lu ck  to  you a ll a t  B o lto n .

E D ITO R

W O R LD  W A R II. F ro m  M rs  Peggy O t te r

I o n ly  re a lise d  the  seriousness o f the  s itu a tio n  when a fr ie n d  in  C a m b rid g e  asked m e to  
jo in  her in  assem bling c iv il ia n  gas masks a t a lo ca l school. Th is was a t the  t im e  o f the 
M un ich  c ris is . We had to  a tta c h  th e  sm all ca n is te rs  to  the  rubber face  masks and 
fin is h e d  ju s t as i t  was g e tt in g  l ig h t .  A f te r  th is  we signed on a t P o lice  H ead qua rte rs  to  
jo in  A .R .P . and la te r  made ou r base a t C h e rry h in to n  School w here  we le a rn t some F irs t 
A id  and drove a laun dry  van f i t t e d  w ith  2 s tre tc h e rs . S om etim es we d r iv e  in  the dark, 
w earin g  gas masks, w h ich  was n o t easy. N o th in g  re a lly  happened b u t w hen th e re  was an 
a le r t  we had to  b ic y c le  to  th e  de pot in  the  dark , so k e p t a je rs e y  and s iren  s u it handy 
a lw ays. I t  is su rp ris in g  how m uch one can see when th e re  a re  no lig h ts . We had becom e 
WVS by the n . We w e re  d r il le d  and m arched up and down th e  G u ild h a ll by an e x -s o ld ie r!

When m y husband, who was in  th e  R N V R , w ent to  D o ve r, I h e lped  in  th e  C o m fo rts  D epo t 
run by La dy R am say, w ife  o f th e  A d m ira l. This was n o t WVS w o rk . D u rin g  D u n k irk  
e v a cu a tio n  a g re a t m any o f  the  w ounded w ere to o  i l l  to  tra v e l fu r th e r .  The lo ca l WVS 
sent me to  ta ke  nam es and addresses o f  the  men a t th e  h o s p ita l b u t i t  was no t easy to  
ge t th e  d e ta ils  and I ended up he lp ing  the  v e ry  fe w  nurses on n ig h t d u ty .

We w ere  s t i l l  in  D o ve r d u rin g  the  "B a tt le  o f B r ita in "  and la te r  d u rin g  some o f th e  she lling  
b u t a f te r  m y da u g h te r was bo rn  I re tu rn e d  to  C am b ridge  and o cca s io n a lly  he lped in  WVS 
can teens. The Poles w ere  so p o lite  and p leasant in  th e  Jesus Lane ca n te e n . We had to  
re m e m b e r to  f i l l  mugs w ith  m ilk  to  go sour when we w e n t o f f  d u ty  as th e  so ld ie rs  lik e d  
th is . A t  the  ra ilw a y  s ta t io n  can teen  we w ere re a lly  busy w hen tra in s  cam e in  and we 
cooked eggs and bacon fo r  th e  e a r ly  tra in s , as we s lep t a t the  s ta t io n  d u rin g  th e  th re e  
o r fo u r q u ie t hours. The " la d ie s " w ho cam e down fro m  London o fte n  m issed the  las t t ra in  
so we m ade th e m  he lp  us in  th e  m o rn in g  rush.

THIS IS N O T WVS b u t a t th e  beg inn ing  o f  th e  w ar m y m o th e r suddenly had 11 boys aged 
10 sent to  he r as th e re  w e re  room s ove r the s tab les in  N e w m a rk e t. The cook d e c la red  
she co u ld  n o t cope and le f t  so I w e n t hom e to  lend  a hand. I t  was n o t a v e ry  s a tis fa c to ry  
a rra n g e m e n t as th e re  was no one to  supervise th e  boys (w ho w e re  v e ry  good) b u t a f te r  
a fe w  weeks th e y  w e re  a ll sent to  a school nearby.
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NEW YEAR H O NO URS LIST 1986

The names o f the fo llo w in g  WRVS M em bers appear in the  
New Year Honours L is t 1986:

D AM E C O M M A N DER OF THE OR DER OF THE BRITISH EM PIRE  

M rs Barbara Shenfie ld, C hairm an, WRVS.

OBE

Mrs Constance Ward JP, N a tio na l M eals on Wheels O rganiser 

MBE

M rs Joan G rant,
C ounty O rganiser, N o rth  Y orksh ire  NE 2

BEM

Mrs A de line  B rautigam ,
London Borough O rganiser, Hounslow London NW

Mrs Nora London, Hon. S ecre ta ry , K ing  George VI 
M em oria l C lub, S toke -on-T ren t M ID  1

M rs P a tr ic ia  P ow te r,
H osp ita l C ar Service O rganiser SW 1

M rs D oris  T ravis,
D is tr ic t  O rganiser, N ew port, G w ent Wales

M rs P a tr ic ia  W ild ing,
T ransport O rganiser, Shropshire M ID  1

M rs Joan W olle rton ,
H osp ita ls  O rganiser, L inco lnsh ire  NE 3

M EM BERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS

M ay we please rem ind a ll those who pay th e ir  
subscrip tions annually th a t these were due in 
January. I f  you have not a lready sent yours,
PLEASE do so as soon as possible. Thank you.

M arga re t Binks, Hon. Treasurer
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O B ITU A R Y  

I t  is w ith  deep re g re t th a t we record  the  deaths o f the  
fo llo w in g  m em bers:

M rs B. W atkins Cheshire
Mrs D. Reynolds Cheshire
M rs K . Mabey Solihu ll
Miss W .L. T a lle n tire  N. Hum berside
M rs Lou ie  Binns W. Yorks
Miss G re ta  H ayre  N o ttingham
Miss J.E. Ta te  London
Mrs O live  Green G loucester
M rs M ary Peachm ent M anchester
M rs E .M . Georgeson Cheshire
Mrs D .K . J a rre tt  London
Mrs M .J. Readdie Surrey
M rs D . W illiam s D yfed
Mrs E. H illin g to n  D yfed
M rs G. T ro t t  D yfed
Miss Gwen Davies G lam organ
Mrs M artha  Stake Salford
Mrs E. C happell M anchester
M rs D .M . C u tts  W arw ickshire
Mrs V.G. E v e r it t  Southend-on-Sea
Mrs C .V .A . H e w it t  Rushden, N orthan ts
Mrs N.E. Webb SE 1, Surrey
Miss M .L . S teele London NW
Miss W.J. Newm an S.E.1, E.Sussex
M rs C .D . W orkm an W arw ickshire
M r H.B. Shepherd NW 4, Merseyside
M rs E. Page SE 2, W.Sussex
M rs E la ine B. Andersen SE 2, W.Sussex
Miss M .D . Owen HC3, Essex
M rs M .A . T a y lo r HC3, Essex
M rs B.B. B rockbank MD 3, Solihull
M rs T .C . H igg ins NW4, Merseyside
Miss M .A . Bone SE1, E.Sussex
M rs D .M . Brennan SE1, E.Sussex
Mrs E .M . T ra n t London
M r N. C a rro ll-M a rx  OBE London
Lady M. C harles OBE London N.
Miss J. Barnard OBE SE 1, K en t
M rs B.S. C ro m w e ll HC2, Berkshire
Miss M . S ch illing  London NW.
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R E P O R T S  F R O M  A R E A S

LO N DO N

A N N U A L R EUNIO N - R eport fro m  Mrs M ary Ju lian  and Mrs D oris  Moss

On F r id a y , 15th N ovem ber, our A nnua l R eunion M e e tin g  was he ld  in  the  ve ry  
c o m fo rta b le  and w e ll-a p p o in te d  h a ll o f the  Welsh C hurch  near th e  B a rb ica n . 96 
m em bers fro m  the  f iv e  London A rea s, some m em bers who now liv e  ou ts id e  London 
and, an in o v a tio n  th is  ye a r, we in v ite d  A rea  and Borough O rgan isers and we also 
w e lcom e d  our f i r s t  m a le  m em ber.

In fo rm a lity  was the  o rd e r o f  th e  day s ta r tin g  w ith  a w e lcom e cup o f  c o ffe e  and a B rin g  
and Buy sole run  by A vo  C h ris to p h e rso n  and Ivy  M illin g to n .

M a ry  J u lia n  opened th e  m e e tin g  and we w ere  then w e lcom e d to  The C ity  by the  C ity  o f 
London O rg an ise r, M rs W yn T a y lo r, who gave an am using a cco u n t o f  th e  fe e d in g  o f  the  
p a rtic ip a n ts  in  th e  L o rd  M a yo r's  Show he ld  the  prev ious S aturday in  p o u rin g  ra in  and how 
she was now le f t  w ith  a f la t  fu l l  o f w e t tabards to  d ry .

B e fo re  lunch  messages fro m  m em bers unable to  a tte n d  w e re  read, in c lu d in g  a w arm  
le t te r  fro m  ou r C h a irm a n , H e le n a F o s te r, and then the  A re a  R e p re se n ta tive s  each gave a 
sh o rt re p o rt in c lu d in g  news o f  m em bers who w ere i l l  o r  who hod m oved aw ay. M a rjo r ie  
D ow ing  to ld  us about a n e w s le t te r  c irc u la te d  in  her A re a  and G ladys B lo ck  b rough t an 
e x c e lle n t d isp lay  o f  snapshots ta ke n  a t th e ir  sum m er m e e tin g  he ld  in  B ic k le y , K e n t.

S ince ou r las t m e e tin g  we have s u ffe re d  some s lig h t boundary changes, los ing  the  Borough 
o f H ill in g to n  w h ich  has now gone o u ts id e  G re a te r London and W e s tm in s te r w h ich  is now 
in c lu d e d  in  th e  London N o rth  A re a . M rs R obertson  w ho used to  re p rese n t W estm ins te r 
was tha nked fo r  a ll her w o rk  in the  Borough; also D o ris  W rig h t on r e t ir in g  as the 
R e p re se n ta tive  fo r  London N E, and w e w ere  pleased to  see f iv e  m em bers fro m  H ill in g to n  
a tte n d in g .

To i l lu s tra te  the  d e f in it io n  o f  A rea s w h ic h  fo r  us "o ld ie s" w ho w ere used to  serv ing  in 
London as a c o m p le te  R eg ion  fin d  v e ry  con fus ing, a la rg e  m ap was on d isp la y  w ith  the  
new A reas c le a r ly  m a rke d .

A  d e lic io u s  and b e a u tifu lly -p re s e n te d  lunch  was prepared  and served by th e  NE London 
A re a  O rg an ise r, M rs E ve Sheppard, and her h a rd w o rk in g  sm a ll te a m  o f he lpers. Due to  
th e  spaciousness and la y o u t o f  th e  h a ll we w ere  a ll ab le to  s it c o m fo r ta b ly  round tab les 
and the  c h a tte r  was de a fen in g .

A f te r  lunch w e cam e to  th e  h ig h lig h t o f  ou r m e e tin g  -  a ta lk  by K a th le e n  H a lp in  who 
was the  f i r s t  A d m in is tra to r  fo r  London b e fo re  becom ing  th e  C h ie f A d m in is tra to r  fo r  the  
w hole  c o u n try  and la te r  th e  Founder C h a irm a n  o f  th e  WVS/WRVS A sso c ia tio n . We 
lis te n e d  e n th ra lle d  a t K a th le e n  H a lp in ’s rem in isce nces, in te rsp e rse d  w ith  m any in te re s tin g  
and o fte n  am using i llu s tra t io n s  o f  he r e a r ly  days when she f i r s t  s ta r te d  w o rk  th roug h  to  
her in v o lv e m e n t w ith  th e  WVS as e a r ly  as 1938, when she a tte n d e d  th e  inau gura l m e e tin g  
o f the  WVS A d v is o ry  C o u n c il re p re se n tin g  the  W om en's Gas C o u n c il, and a m o n th  la te r  
was in v ite d  to  a tte n d  th e  w e e k ly  m e e tings  o f  th e  WVS O rgan isers o f  th e  London C e n tre s  
as an observer, re p re se n tin g  the  G ir l  Guides A ssoc ia tion .

This was a d i f f i c u l t  a c t to  fo l lo w  so th e  fu n  qu iz  on WVS/WRVS to  be p resented  by 
M ona F o rsd ick  has been h e ld  ave r fo r  an o the r tim e .

Cups o f  te a  and hom e-m ade m ince  p ies w ere served and m em bers th e n  d e p a rte d , re p le te  
fro m  a d e lic io u s  lunch , hoarse fro m  so m uch c h a tte r ,  in sp ire d  by  K a th le e n 's  fa s c in a tin g  
ta lk  and we fe l t  e ve ryo n e  had re a lly  en joyed  be ing re u n ite d  w ith  fo rm e r co lleagues and 
even the w e a th e r was k in d .
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SCO T L A N D - M rs A .P . H a rt

The S cottish  N e w s le tte r te lls  a ll -  here i t  is:

W elcom e to  th e  m any new m em bers  o f  our A s s o c ia tio n . In  S cotland  our m e m bersh ip  grow s 
s te a d ily  and has passed the  350 m a r k ,  We hope you en jo y  re ad ing  th is  N e w s le tte r.

A f te r  a w e t and d ism a l sum m er, m em bers in  S co tland  are now s e tt lin g  in to  th e ir  p ro g ra m m e  
o f events  lead ing  up to  and beyond C h ris tm a s . We w ish a ll our readers a ve ry  happy t im e  
L e t  us hope th a t th e  w in te r  ahead w i l l  n o t be to o  severe and look fo rw a rd  t o the  w a rm th  
and sunshine we tru s t w i l l  com e in  1986.

R EG IO N  REPORTS

C E N T R A L  R E G IO N con tin ues to  h o ld  re g u la r m e e tin g s  a t th re e -m o n th ly  in te rv a ls , the  
venue a lte rn a tin g  be tw een  F a lk irk  and S tir lin g . The annual lunch  was h e ld  on 16th 
O c to b e r in  th e  Age C once rn  H a ll,  L a rb e r t,  when the  speaker was M rs H a m p -H a m ilto n  who 
spoke o f the Women o f  S co tland  A nnu a l L u n ch . M em bersh ip  con tin ues  to  g row  and th e ir  
n e x t m e e tin g  w i ll  ta ke  p lace  on 22nd January 1986 in  F a lk irk  a t 2 pm .

FIFE  R E G IO N . A  group o f  n in e te e n  m em bers fro m  F ife  v is ite d  G la m is  C a s tle  d u rin g  th e  
sum m er and renew ed acq u a in ta n ce  w ith  M rs H ood ou r speaker a t th is  ye a r's  A G M .

G R A M P IA N  R E G IO N now has f i f ty - o n e  m em bers and th e ir  p rog ra m m e s ince Spring has 
inc luded a ta lk  on th e  G ordon H ig h la n d e rs  by M a jo r M a rtin e a u , a bus to u r round th e  “ ne w " 
p a rts  o f  A berdeen, a p o e try  re ad ing , a m annequin  parade and a C o n c e rt P a rty . A 
C h ris tm a s  lunch  is a rra n g e d  fo r  e a r ly  D ece m b e r. On Sunday, 27 th  O c to b e r, du rin g  
N a tio n a l M em bers Week (O c to b e r 28 th  to  N ovem ber 2nd) severa l A s s o c ia tio n  m em bers 
arranged specia l flo w e rs  on b e h a lf o f  WRVS in  B eechgrove  C hurch , A berdeen .

L O T H IA N &  SCOTTISH H Q h e ld  a B ridge  co n te s t on 2nd O c to b e r be tw een  E d inburgh  and 
S tra th c ly d e  w ith  M rs K ennedy as th e  hostess, and a v e ry  en jo yab le  e ve n t i t  p roved  to  be.
A  re tu rn  m a tch  w i l l  be he ld  in  th e  Spring, In  E d inburgh , M rs Ido J a rro n  has organised 
tw o  c o ffe e  m orn ings fo r  the  m e m bersh ip , one w ith  a f lo ra !  a r t  d e m o n s tra tio n  and 
an o the r w ith  a m ake-up  d e m o n s tra tio n  by La ncom e fo llo w in g  re fre s h m e n ts  o f  c o ffe e  and 
b iscu its . They a re  now lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  th e ir  S herry  P a rty  in  D e ce m b e r. Dog 
love rs  m ay be in te re s te d  to  know  th a t  M rs Ja rro n  has been v e ry  successfu l w ith  her 
K e rry  B lue dog a t seve ra l shows th is  year and re c e n tly  ga ined q u a lif ic a t io n  fo r  C ru fts .
Good luck  fo r  the  Show in  e a rly  1986.

In S T R A T H C LY D E  m o n th ly  lu n c h -tim e  g e t- to g e th e rs  co n tin u e  to  ta k e  p lace  in  a G lasgow 
C asino. A group re c e n tly  en jo yed  lunch  fo llo w e d  by a v is it  to  th e  c in e m a  w here  the y  
saw the  h ig h ly -a c la im e d f i lm  "Passage to  In d ia ". A  v is it  is p lanned to  the  th e a tre  
d u rin g  th e  C h ris tm a s  and New Y e a r p e rio d . M em bers In  H a m ilto n  have been on a v is it  
to  a w oo llen  m il l in  K ilm a rn o c k  w here  th e y  purchased w oo l and lace  a t advantageous 
p rice s . On an o the r occas ion  th e y  v is ite d  H a m ilto n  M useum . A f te r  severa l e n jo yab le  
o u tin gs  d u rin g  th e  sum m er m onths, D u m b a rto n  m em bers a re  lo ok ing  fo rw a rd  to  th e ir  
C h ris tm a s  c e le b ra tio n  lunch  in  D ecem ber.

O B IT U A R Y : Since ou r la s t N e w s le tte r in  M ay we have been n o t if ie d  o f  th e  death  in 
June o f  M rs L o v ie  o f N a irn  in  H ig h la n d  South R e g io n .

VISITS BY THE C H A IR M A N

The C ha irm an  a tte n d e d  th e  A s s o c ia tio n 's  N a tio n a l C o m m itte e  M e e tin g  in  London on 
16 th  O c to b e r. Th is was an in te re s tin g  and u se fu l m e e tin g  i l lu s tra t in g  th e  m any va rie d  
a c t iv it ie s  o f our fe llo w -m e m b e rs  th ro u g h o u t the  c o u n try . M rs H e lena  F o s te r appealed 
to  our m em bers to  m ake use o f  th e ir  persona l s k ills  to  ra ise funds fo r  th e  WRVS 
B enevo len t T ru s t in  1986 as she fe l t  th a t  w ith in  our m em bersh ip  we have a g re a t w e a lth  
o f ta le n t w h ich  cou ld  h e lp  to  au gm ent the  funds o f  th is  w o rth w h ile  cause. The o b je c t 
o f the  T ru s t is to  assist past and present m em bers c o u n try w id e  w ho m ay be in  need o f 

he lp .

The C h a irm a n  was in v ite d  by th e  R eg ion a l O rgan iser, M rs B om phray, to  a tte n d  C hurch  
S tre e t School, G lasgow , on 30 th  O c to b e r when S tra th c ly d e  R egion he ld  an Open D ay as 
p a rt o f th e ir  N a tio n a l M em bers Week a c t iv it ie s .  Th is was a v e ry  w e ll-a tte n d e d  e ve n t, 
a m p ly  re w a rd in g  th e  R eg ion  S p e c ia lis ts  and S ta f f  fo r  th e  h a rd  w o rk  in vo lve d  in  such an 
a f f a i r . M any o ld  fr ie n d s  m e t to g e th e r and th e  o p p o rtu n ity  was no t la s t as M rs C a n tla y , 
S tra th c ly d e ’ s re p re s e n ta tiv e  on our A s s o c ia tio n  C o m m itte e  hod charge  o f  a  p u b lic ity  
ta b le  fo r  the  A sso c ia tio n  and signed up n ine new m em bers  on th e  spot w ith  a fu r th e r  
th ir ty -s e v e n  m em bersh ip  fo rm s  handed o u t to  in te re s te d  people . A  v e ry  w o rth w h ile  

e f f o r t  indeed. 1 7



In  C e n tra l R egion , on a p e r fe c t A u tu m n  day, th e  Soyer B o ile r C o m p e tit io n  fo r  the  Sw inney 
T rophy was h e ld  a t S t ir l in g . As th e  C h a irm a n  has been ve ry  m uch in vo lve d  w ith  
E m ergency Services she e a g e rly  acce p ted  M rs K ir s ty  S m ith ’s in v ita t io n  to  be p resen t and 
jo in e d  th e  f iv e  team s fro m  C e n tra l R egion and th e ir  su p p o rtin g  m em bers a t the  ou tdoo r 
s ite  in  C a rnbusbarron. E veryone had a lo t  o f  fu n , even i f  some w e re  a b i t  "k ip p e re d " in  
the  process! C ongra tu la tio n s  to  the  w in n in g  te a m  fro m  S tir lin g  w ho re ce ive d  the  T rophy 
fro m  M rs Sw inney b e fo re  a w e lcom e lunch o f soup and sandw iches was served by m em bers 
o f  E m ergency team s. One new l i fe  m em ber fo r  the  A s so c ia tio n  re s u lte d  fro m  th is  v is it  
and several people expressed an in te re s t in  jo in in g .

K NITTERS

A  v e ry  b ig  thank you is  e x te nde d  to  a ll who k n it  those m any co lo u re d  vests, e tc .
W henever th e y  are ta ke n  in to  th e  E d inburgh Save th e  C h ild re n  Shop th e y  are re ce ive d  w ith  
open arm s, o b v io u s ly  th e  need is s t i l l  th e re , so p lease co n tin u e  the  good w ork  and pass on 
th e  thanks to  those who m ay n o t read th is  N e w s le tte r.

C A N  Y O U H E L P ?

Has anyone g o t any ideas fo r  a handout le a f le t  a n d /o r a p o ste r p u b lic is in g  the  A sso c ia tio n ?  
I f  you (o r yours) have, please le t  us know  as w e fe e l so m e th in g  o f  th e  k in d  w ould  be 
advantageous in  re c ru it in g  new m em bers.

A G M 1986

The A nnua l G enera l M e e tin g  w i l l  take  p lace  in  G lasgow  n e x t ye a r. The d a te  is Thursday, 
8 th  M ay and we hope to  re tu rn  to  th e  P a r t ic k  Burgh H a ll w h ich  is con ve n ie n t to  ra il  and 
bus system s and has p a rk in g  space a va ila b le ! F u r th e r  d e ta ils  w i l l  be c irc u la te d  n e x t yea r, 
b u t m ake a no te  o f th e  da te  - 8 th  M ay -  NOW .

U P D A T E

C h ris tm a s  F e s tiv it ie s  - the  C ha irm an , M rs H a r t ,  a tte n d e d  the  fo llo w in g  eve n ts  du rin g  th e  
C h ris tm a s  pe rio d :

A sso c ia tio n  C h ris tm a s  lunch  in  A berdeen on 10th D e ce m b e r when 50 m em bers en jo yed  a 
d e lic io u s  lunch  a nd happy re un ion  in the  P rin c e  R ege n t H o te l.

The "Y u l e tid e  M o rn in g " a t S co ttish  WRVS H e a d q u a rte rs , E d inburgh, on 12th D ecem ber 
w hen A s s o c ia tio n  m em bers fro m  S co ttish  H e a d q u a rte rs  and L o th ia n  R egion go t th e  h o lid a y  
o f f  to  a good s ta r t .

A n  eve n ing  m ea l fo llo w e d  by a v is it  to  th e  p a n to m im e  "S inbad a t th e  K in g 's  T h e a tre , 
G lasgow. Th is  p roved  to  be a g re a t success fo r  th e  g ro u p  o f S tra th c ly d e  m em bers.

P.S. 17 new m em bers w e re  e n ro lle d  as th e  re s u lt o f  va rio u s  a c t iv it ie s  du ring  WRVS 
M e m bers ' Week.

WALES

M rs L o rn a  Br o th e rto n , A re a  R e p re s e n ta tiv e  fo r  W ales re p o rts :

H ere  we a re  in  1986 and th e  news fro m  W ales is e n coura g ing  and c h e e rfu l. M rs V era 
G r i f f i th s  in  D y fe d  has w r i t te n  to  te l l  us o f  a happy C h ris tm a s  d in n e r he ld  in  A b e ry s w y th 
on D ecem ber 2nd when 20 m em bers en jo yed  e x c e lle n t fo o d  and lo ts  o f la u g h te r and c h a t. 
They k in d ly  in v ite d  me b u t u n fo r tu n a te ly  I had a p rev ious engagem ent so c o u ld n 't be w ith  
th e m  th is  t im e .

In  South G lam o rga n, M iss D w erryhouse has m ade e x c e lle n t progress w ith  her new h ip  and 
is busy keep ing  in  to u c h  w ith  m em bers o f  th e  g roup. M rs  O w en D avies i s u n fo rtu n a te ly  
s t i l l  n o t w e ll enough to  do v e ry  m uch b u t he r in te re s t is as keen as e v e r.

A  m e e tin g  had been a rrang ed  fo r  w h ich  M iss T a lla m y  had o f fe re d  he r house, b u t she to o  
was take n  i l l  q u ite  suddenly and the  m e e tin g  was ca n ce lle d . I t  is hoped th a t th e  group 
w i l l  now  be ab le  to  m e e t in  F e b ru a ry  so w e 're  a l l  kee p ing  our fin g e rs  crossed as w e ’re  
happy to  hear th a t  M iss T a lla m y  is m a k in g  good progress.
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The W rexha m group i n C lw y d  w here  M rs  L a th a m  Is keep ing  our m em bers in  to u ch  had a 
m ost en joyable  M y s te ry  O u tin g  on O c to b e r 2nd la s t. 30 m em bers had lunch  a t th e  U pper 
C ru s t R es ta u ra n t on th e  H orse Shoe Pass, L la n g o lle n , a f te r  w h ich  th e y  spent a couple  o f 
hours i n L la n g o lle n  i ts e l f .  E veryone en jo yed  the m se lves so m uch th e y  a re  ask ing fo r  a 
s im ila r  t r ip  "soon p lease".

In  an o the r p a r t o f  C lw y d  -  C o lw y n  Bay -  i t  has been w o n d e rfu l to  hear f ro m  m em bers who 
ha ve re c e n tly  resigned fro m  a p p o in tm e n ts  -  b u t s t i l l  w o rk  as ha rd  as e ve r - th a t th e y  hope 
to  fo rm  a new group th e re  is in  th e  N ew  Y e a r, w h ich , o f  course, is now ! We send th e m  
our v e ry  be st w ishes and look  fo rw a rd  to  m ore  d e f in ite  news by the  t im e  our n e x t R e p o rt 
is due.

In  M id  G lam organ too , M rs L y n  S m art, BEM , is busy keep ing  in  touch  w ith  re c e n tly  
re t ire d  m em bers o f WRVS so h o p e fu lly  th e re  w i l l  soon be an a c tiv e  group  do ing a ll so rts  
o f  i n te re s tin g  th in g s . M rs  S m a rt has u n fo r tu n a te ly  been i l l  re c e n tly , b u t a lth o u g h  she 
w r ite s  th a t she w i l l  need to  c u t down on " jo b s", she sounds ve ry  c h e e rfu l and is g e ttin g  
s tro nge r each day so to  he r to o , w e send ou r s incere  good wishes.

G w ynedd in  N o rth  W est W ales Is a c o u n ty  in  w h ich  d is tances are  g re a t and ce n tre s  s c a tte re d , 
so th e re  Is d i f f ic u l t y  i n a rra n g in g  m e e tin g s , b u t e f fo r ts  a re  be ing made to  fo rm  groups and 
I have no doubt th a t these e f fo r ts  w i l l  m e e t w ith  success in  th e  n o t to o  d is ta n t fu tu re .

NOW  -  la s t b u t by no m eans le a s t -  w e a re  h o ld in g  ou r f i r s t  eve r R e un ion o f  A sso c ia tio n  
m em bers th ro u g h o u t W ales in  N e w to w n , Pow ys, on A p r i l  24 th , 1984. N e w to w n  i s q u ite  a 
c e n tra l lo c a tio n  so w e look  fo rw a rd  to  seeing pa st fr ie n d s  and co lleagues fro m  N o rth , M id  
and South Wales.

W e 're  d e lig h te d  th a t M rs H e lena  P o s te r, OBE, ou r A sso c ia tio n  C ha irm an , has a cce p te d  our 
In v ita t io n  to  jo in  us fo r  lunch  and to  m e e t m em bers fro m  Woles, so ore  hop ing  th a t eve ryone  
w i l l  re a lly  en jo y  the m se lves and re m e m b e r th is , o u r f i r s t  e f fo r t ,  w ith  p leasure .

NO RTH WEST D IVISIO N
A re a  1  -  C u m b r ia  a n d  L a n c a sh ire
We w ere v e ry  pleased to  hear f ro m  M rs M itc h e ll  th a t s ix m em bers and n ine p o te n tia l 
m em bers m e t fo r  te a  and a c h a t in  B la ckb u rn  WRVS o f f ic e  on M onday, 13th January 1984. 
F u tu re  plans w ere  discussed and a v is it  fo r  te a  a t a m e m ber's  home was a rra n g e d  fo r  
M arch ; and M rs L o rra in e  o f  S t. Annes has in v ite d  us to  he r hom e fo r  lunch  in  June. I t  is 
hoped to  a rrang e  th e a tre  v is its  and s igh tse e ing  tr ip s  also.

We w ere a lso v e ry  p leased to  re c e iv e  th is  re p o rt fro m  M rs B e tty  W ilson o f  C u m b ria :
"R e p o rt"  sounds to o  g rand  fo r  th e  l i t t le  I have to  te l l  you. I ju s t hope th a t  we g ro w ! We 
hod an A re a  m e e tin g  in  L a n c a s te r in  N ovem ber -  present w ere C o u n ty  O rg an ise r, C u m b ria ,
M rs W hitson; D e p u ty  C o u n ty  O rg an ise r, L a n ca sh ire , M rs P ic les ; WVS/WRVS L a ncash ire  
C o u n ty  R e p re s e n ta tiv e , M rs M itc h e ll ;  M iss Stevenson, WVS/WRVS C u m b ria  R e p re se n ta tive  
and m y s e lf. Th is  was a v e ry  use fu l s ta r t ,  th e  C o u n ty  O rganisers be ing w ill in g  to  p u b lic ise  
ou r e f fo r ts  fo r  th e  A s s o c ia tio n  a t th e ir  C o u n ty  and D is t r ic t  m eetings by  i n v it in g  th e ir  
C o u n ty  W V S /W R V S  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  to  m e e tin g s . M iss Stevenson was in v ite d  to  C u m b ria  
D is t r ic t  and L o c a l O rg a n ise rs ' M e e tin g  in D e ce m b e r to  speak about the  A sso c ia tio n . Th is 
m e e tin g  was fo llo w e d  by  an in fo rm a l lunch , g iv in g  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  M iss S tevenson to  m e e t 
people.

A R E A  2 -  G re a te r  M a n ch e s te r. M rs  M . H ead
M rs Head sends c o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  D am e B a rb a ra  and re p o rts : T ra f fo rd  (A itr in c h a m ) ho ld
re g u la r m e etings  and in  N o vem ber h e ld  a  B rin g  & Buy sale. The h a ll was booked ove r 
C h ris tm a s , so the  A nnu a l p a r ty  was h e ld  in  Jan uary . E n te r ta in m e n t was p ro v id e d  by tw o  
singers and tw o  p ia n is ts , L e a d e r M rs W a rb u rto n .
B u ry  a nd R a m sb o tto m  have re g u la r m e e tings , lunches in  the  sum m er and a speaker w ith  
slides o f  o ld  B ury in  N ovem ber a t th e  WRVS M e t. O f f ic e  -  Leader M rs Joan G raham .
B o lto n  hove s ta r te d  a new group  and th e ir  f i r s t  m e e tin g  was he ld  in  Septem ber - M rs 
L i l l ia n  R aw linson  is th e  L e a d e r. A  r a f f le  was h e ld  to  cove r the  cost o f th e  h a ll.  The 
n e x t m e e tin g  w i ll  be h e ld  on th e  19th F e b ru a ry  a t  the  home o f th e  M e t. O rg an ise r, M rs 
P a t Fox. I t  w i l l  ta ke  th e  fo rm  o f  a b u f fe t  lunch .
S a lfo rd  have been go ing  w e ll under th e  le a d e rsh ip  o f  M rs J. Stead BEM . Some ta lk s  
should have been m e n tio n e d  in  th e  l as t N e w s le tte r .  M iss C h o rle y  who has ju s t re ce ive d  he r 
m e da l, spoke o f th e  tre e s  and landscapes as a re t ir e d  m em ber o f  th e  P arks D e p a rtm e n t;
M rs P re s tw ich  C a lifo rn ia ; M rs H ills  - th e  c o u n try  scenes in  B r it ta n y ; M iss R oy lance  - 
L a ncash ire  d ia le c t and M rs B urrow s  re c e n tly  on th e  p a rt-o w n e rsh ip  o f  a ra cehorse . (See 
E d ito r 's  M a ilb ag fo r  in te re s tin g  le t te r  fro m  a v e ry  courageous m em bers o f  th e  re c e n tly - fo rm e d  
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A R E A  4 - C he sh ire  and M erseys ide  - M rs  M . P re s to n .
The num ber o f  m em bers has grow n q u ite  con s id e rab ly  re c e n tly  and a n o th e r new group has been 
fo rm e d  a t D is t r ic t  le ve l b r in g in g  the  num ber to  f iv e . M em bers m e e t re g u la rly  fo r  c o ffe e  and 
a ch a t and th e y  a ll en joyed p re -C h ris tm a s  lunches a t va rio u s  h o te ls . They a re  now a rra n g in g  
th e ir  sum m er p rogram m es and fo r  one group th is  inc ludes a s tra w b e rry  te a  a t a m e m ber's  house. 
M a c c le s fie ld  - M rs  B. Purdon: The week b e fo re  ou r S eptem ber c o ffe e  m o rn ing  we heard o f  th e  
sudden de ath  o f a m u ch-loved  fr ie n d  and d e vo ted  m e m ber fo r  o ve r 30 years, E lsie Georgeson. 
M any o f  her fr ie n d s  fro m  the  C ou n ty , D is t r ic t  and the  A s s o c ia tio n  a tte n d e d  her fu n e ra l to  pay 
tr ib u te  to  a d e d ica te d  m e m ber o f  WRVS. She w i ll  be g re a tly  m issed, no t on ly  by eve ryone  in 
M a c c le s fie ld , b u t by a ll those w ith  w hom  she cam e in to  c o n ta c t in  th e  m any in te re s ts  in  w h ich  
she was in vo lve d .

C ur m em bersh ip  has now grow n to  45 and con tin ues to  r ise . We keep in  c lose tou ch  and fro m  
our l im ite d  funds m anage to  send sm a ll g i f ts  to  those w e he ar a re  n o t w e ll.

C ongl e to n : We have a v e ry  a c tiv e  g roup in  th is  D is t r ic t  under th e  ab le  leadersh ip  o f  M rs Edna 
S u tto n . M em bers  m e e t re g u la r ly  in  each o th e r 's  houses fo r  c o ffe e  m orn ings and ou tings  a re  
re g u la r ly  a rrang ed . We w ere so rry  to  le a rn  re c e n tly  th a t  M rs S u tto n  (now in  her e ig h tie s ) had 
been in  h o s p ita l fo r  a spe ll, b u t are  d e lig h te d  to  be ab le  to  re p o rt th a t  she is now hom e again , 
a p p a re n tly  as good as new , and a lre a d y  m a k in g  plans fo r  fu tu re  m e e tin g s  o f  the  group.

NO RTH EAST D IVISIO N
A rea 1 -  N o rth um bria  - M rs C. S m urthw ai t e M BE.
Four re p re s e n ta tiv e  f rom N o rth u m b r ia  w e re  abl e  to  a tte n d  th e  A G M  in  London in  June, even 
though we com m enced ou r jo u rn e y  a t 5.15 am  fro m  N e w ca s tle . O ur thanks to  a ll our 
c o ll eagues in  London who prepared  an e x c e lle n t lunch  and m ade us a ll so w e lcom e. We 
c e r ta in ly  have a v e ry  h e a lth y  A s s o c ia tio n  g ro w in g  s tro n g e r each y e a r. We are  responding to  
th e  A s s o c ia tio n 's  C ha irm an , M rs H elena F o s te r 's  " ta le n t"  p ro je c t to w a rd s  th e  WRVS B ene vo len t 
Fund. P roceeds please to  our Hon. T re a su re r, M rs K n o tt ,  m a rke d  "C h a irm a n 's  E f fo r t "  and the  
to ta l w i l l  be sent to  th e  C h a irm a n  b e fo re  th e  n e x t A G M . I ’m  sure th a t  we can m ake th is  
v e n tu re  as successfu l as ou r E th io p ia  A ppe a l to  w h ich  we have, so fa r ,  sent a to ta l o f  £400 fo r  
the  T ig ra t H o s p ita l. We w ish success, to o , to  M rs K n o t t  w ith  he r lo v e ly  "M ouse House" e n try  
to  th e  C o m p e tit io n  fo r  B lin d  Babies. A l l  e n tr ie s  w i l l ,  a t  th e  end, be sold in  a id  o f the  appeal.

N o rth u m b e rla n d  C o u n ty  (M rs J. E astw ood)

A sh ing  ton  b ranch  lead by M rs P ra t t  s t i l l  m e et m o n th ly  and to  c e le b ra te  our b irth d a y  
a n n ive rsa ry  we hod c  m ea l o u t. O ur v is it  to  W e llin g to n  H a ll was a day to  rem em ber -  m e e tin g  
o th e r A s so c ia tio n  m em bers Is a lw ays a p lea sure  -  and w e re tu rn e d  v ia  R o fh b u ry . A  ta lk  b y  an 
o f f ic ia l  o f  th e  C it iz e n s ' A d v ic e  Bureau enab led  us to  pass on use fu l and in te re s tin g  in fo rm a tio n  
to  our D a rb y  and Joan c lu b  m em bers. M rs  P ra t t  rose a t 4  am  to  a tte n d  the  A G M  in  London, 
b u t she says she w ou ld  n o t have m issed I t  fo r  a n y th in g  in  sp ite  o f  such an e a rly  s ta r t!
O ur c o ffe e / je w e lle ry  e ve n in g  was m ost e n jo ya b le  and o u r D a rb y  & Joan c lu b  m em bers w ere 
in v ite d . O ur A nnu a l O u tin g , th is  year to  W in derm ere , was blessed w ith  one o f the  fe w  sunny 
Saturdays we hod d u rin g  th e  sum m er. Some younger WRVS m em bers  and frie n d s  cam e along, 
too.

P o n te land branch  lead  by M rs F rise  exceeded a ll e x p e c ta tio n s  in  th e ir  k n it t in g  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  
the  Save The C h ild re n  Fund. A sso c ia tio n  m em bers w e re  in v ite d  to  th e  WRVS A nnual lunch 
and re a lly  en jo yed  the h o s p ita lity  and m e e tin g  o ld  fr ie n d s .

A ln ic k  - M rs K o h le r . Several m em bers en jo ye d  m e e tin g  fr ie n d s  a t W e llin g to n  H a ll.

N o rth  Tyneside - M rs F re w  and M rs W e lle ans. H ow  p lea sant i t  is to  re p o rt co n tin u e d  g ro w th  
w h ich  means Increased a tte n d a n ce  at ou r F r id a y  m o rn in g  C o ffe e  P o ts  and m ore p o te n tia l 
custo m ers  fo r  ou r B rin g  & Buy, Jam  and Toy s ta ll.  The proceeds fo r  one m o n th  w e n t to  th e  
E th io p ia n  A p p e a l. To com pensa te  fo r  the  m ixe d  w e a th e r a f te r  o u r Ea ste r e ve n t, w e are 
a rra n g in g  th e a tre  v is its  and we are v e ry  g ra te fu l to  ou r W h itle y  B ay B ranch fo r  th e ir  a c tiv e  
c o -o p e ra tio n . M rs F re w  en joyed  the  A G M  in  London and a t r ip  on th e  r iv e r  to  R y to n  is 
planned. M rs F re w  and M rs W ealleans tha nk  eve ryone  w ho assists th e m  to  en jo y  th e  p leasure  
o f  successfu l eve n ts .

W h itle y  Bay - M rs  D aw son. O ur m o n th ly  "C o ffe e  P o t"  co n tin u e s  to  be po pu la r and our m em bers
en joyed  th e  o u tin g  to  W e llin g to n  H a ll as w e ll as tw o  v is its  to  th e  th e a tre . M ore are a rrang ed . 
The e d ito r  o f a lo c a l newspaper o rgan ised  a "F u n  R u n " in  a id  o f  th e  La ser Appeal and asked
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WRVS to  run  a te a ba r. This was m anned by our m em bers. I t  was decided  to  g ive  a cheque 
fo r  £20 to  the  Loser Appeal, th is  be ing m oney c o lle c te d  fro m  our “ Hom e B a ke " s ta ll a t our 
“ C o ffe e  P o t" . Our m em bersh ip  rem ains  th e  some.

S underland - M rs A in s le y . On fo u r occasions ou r m em bers m e t fo r  c o ffe e  a t the  A c tio n  in 
R e tire m e n t C e n tre  in B ishopw earm outh  C hurch . We have hod lunch in  W h itb u rn  V illa g e  and 
jo in e d  our fr ie n d s  fro m  the  A re a  fo r  our A nnual Sum m er O u tin g  to  W e llin g to n  H a ll w h ich  we 
a l l  en joyed. M r and M rs R .F . H eron  in v ite d  us fo r  c o ffe e  and to  hear the  re p o rt o f  th e  
A G M  in  London , then to  to u r th e ir  b e a u tifu l garden. A  c o lle c t io n  enabled us to  m ake a 
d o n a tio n  to  the  A fr ic a n  A ppeal. E veryone b rough t a c o n tr ib u tio n  to w a rd s  th e  b u ffe t  lunch 
he ld  a t o u r hom e. I t  was a lo v e ly  day and I  was so rry  th a t  so fe w  m em bers too k  a d v a n tage 
o f  th is  happy g e t- to g e th e r. We co n tin u e  to  k n it  vests and b la n ke ts  and th re e  o f  our 
m em bers he lped  to  ru n  a successfu l c o ffe e  m o rn in g  in  a id  o f  th e  Sunderland S am aritans.
We w e re  pleased to  w e lcom e Joan Owen as a new m em ber o f  ou r lo c a l A sso c ia tio n  and look 
fo rw a rd  to  h e a rin g  about her tra v e ls  on he r re tu rn  fro m  Ind ia .

N e w ca s tle  -  M rs Y a rr in g to n . We co n tin u e d  to  m e e t fo r  ou r m o n th ly  fu n c tio n s  when we 
dressed d o lls  fo r  the  c h ild re n 's  C h ris tm a s  pa rce ls . A  c o ffe e  m o rn in g  fo r  E th io p ia  ra ise d  £70 
and a n o th e r fo r  th e  H ospice w h ich  hopes to  open th is  ye a r. S evera l o f  us en jo yed  the  
A nnua l O u tin g  to  W a llin g to n  H a ll.  The M e tro p o lita n  O rg an ise r asked us to  serve re fre sh m e n ts  
a t  a so c ia l g a th e r in g  he ld  in  th e  C iv ic  C e n tre  and we w ere  pleased to  show we had n o t 
fo rg o tte n  how to  serve c o ffe e , e tc . ,  when about 200 o f  our m em bers m e t, and we en joyed  
ou rse lves  as w e ll.  We have had pub lunches and to u rs  o f  th e  c o u n trys id e . W ork ing  w ith  a 
c o m m itte e  is  he lp in g  to  keep in  to u ch  w ith  m em bers and I can n o t tha nk  the  M e t. O rg an ise r 
and o f f ic e  s ta f f  enough fo r  the  va rio us  ways th e y  he lp  and seem pleased to  see us a ll.

N O R T H  EAST A re a  2 - M rs B .M . B u r k i t t  -  C le v e land, D u rh a m 
and N o rth  Y o rk s h ire .
This  is m y f i r s t  re p o rt fro m  NE 2. I t  is th e re fo re  m ost a p p ro p ria te  th a t m y ta le  is one o f 
beg inn ings. In  each o f  our co u n tie s  a f i r s t  step  has been ta ke n  to  s ta r t  new groups. In 
N o rth  Y o rk s h ire  w here th e re  a re  a lre a d y  groups in  Y o rk  and H a rro g a te , M rs Joan A l t ass i n 
Selby had a m e e tin g  in O c to b e r w h ich  re su lte d  in  a lo t  o f  in te re s t fro m  those a tte n d in g  and
a new group is to  be fo rm e d . In  C leve land , M rs E d ith  S tam p in  H a rt le p o o l w ro te  to  a ll 
re t ire d  m em bers in  the D is t r ic t ,  as w e ll as g e ttin g  some p u b lic ity  in  th e  lo ca l newspaper.
A v e ry  l iv e ly  m e e tin g  was he ld  in  January and a ll who cam e w e re  e n th u s ia s tic  and have 
decided  to  jo in  us and s ta r t  m o n th ly  m eetings. D urh am  c om p le tes  th e  cou nties  and, again 
in January , a fe w  re t ire d  m em bers m e t in D a rlin g to n  a n d  are  go ing to  ge t a group s ta r te d  
a f te r  E a s te r, a f te r  th e y  have c o n ta c te d  o th e r re t ire d  m em bers. I fe e l th a t w e have s ta r te d  
th e  b a ll ro ll in g  in  D urham  and C le ve la n d ; and M iss L e s le y  H y a tt  is c o n tin u in g  her good w ork 
as C o u n ty  R e p re s e n ta tiv e  in  N o rth  Y o rk s h ire . We look fo rw a rd  in  NE 2 to  a  m uch increased 
m e m bersh ip  and a c t iv i ty  in the fu tu re .

One o f  our A sso c ia tio n  m em bers, M rs Joan G ra n t (3955) o f  11 D a les ide  D r iv e , H a rro g a te ,
N o rth  Y o rk s h ire  has been made an MBE in the  N ew  Y ears H onours. A ll who know  her are 
a b so lu te ly  d e lig h te d .

ED ITH  HAS ANSWER TO T H A T A G E-O LD  PROBLEM
W hat do you do when you 've  been a c tiv e  a ll you r l ife ,  b u t alas, M o th e r N a tu re  in  he r w isdom  
has s low ed you down? E d ith  S tam p has th e  answ er. The tire le s s  WRVS w o rk e r is about to  
launch an A sso c ia tio n  fo r  the  v e ry  people who hove g iven  th e ir  best years to  the  O rg a n isa tio n . 
"T h e re  a re  a  num ber o f groups n a tio n w id e  and i t  w ould  be v e ry  n ice  to  c re a te  a group 
lo c a lly ,  w ith  the  m a in  o b je c tiv e  to  renew  c o n ta c ts  w ith  o th e r re t ire d  m em bers", exp la ins 
E d ith . "T h e  m a in  o b je c tiv e  w ou ld  be to  co n tin u e  frie n d sh ip s  fo rm e d  d u rin g  th e ir  m ore  a c tiv e  
years o f  a sso c ia tio n  and, h o p e fu lly , p rove  to  be no t o n ly  a socia l g a th e rin g , b u t a w e lfa re , 
c a r in g  group fo r people who in  e a r lie r  years have responded to  th e  c a ll to  he lp  o th e rs  i n need". 
R e tire d  WRVS m em bers can pop a long to  a m e e tin g  a t the  G uide House, H a rt le p o o l, n e x t 
W ednesday be tw een  10.30 and 12 noon. I f  you w a n t m o re  d e ta ils  th e n  r in g  H a rt le p o o l 75487 
fo r  a ch a t w ith  E d ith , or you con also c o n ta c t th e  WRVS o f f ic e  a t 19 M u rry  S tre e t and speak 
to  th e  D is t r ic t  O rganiser, J i l l  B e n n e tt on H a rt le p o o l 72545.

(A  n i c e  l i t t l e  b o o s t  f o r  o u r  A s s o c i a t i o n  -  a n  e x t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  

H a r t l e p o o l  M a i l ,  s e n t  i n  b y  M rs  B u r k i t t ,  NE 2 R e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  E D IT O R )

Wh it le y  Boy (co n tin u e d ) 
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N O R T H  EAST - A R E A  3 - M rs P. Jam es M BE - H u ll C ity , 
L in co ln sh ire , N o rth  and South H u m b e rs id e .

We re g re t to  re p o rt the  death o f M rs Irene P a rry  o f S utton-on -S ea, L in c o ln s h ire

L in c o ln s h ire  groups have con tinued th e ir lo ca l m eetings w h ich  are usu a lly  he ld  in  m em bers 
homes and m any have beer a tte n d e e  by M rs D oris  Cook, the  C o u n ty  R e p re se n ta tive  
In  South H um bers ide  th e re  have been no organised m e e tings  b u t th e ir  v is it in g  se rv ice  con tin ues, 
p a r t ic u la r ly  to  the housebound. M rs D o ro th y  Stokes, the  C o u n ty  R e p re s e n ta tiv e , hopes 
how ever to  g e t some o f the  m ore a c tiv e  ladies to g e th e r in  th e  Spring i f  tra n s p o rt can be 
a rra n g e d . In  S eptem ber ne a rly  50 H u ll and N o rth  H um bers ide m em bers th o ro u g h ly  en joyed 
a fte rn o o n  tea  in  the  M a y o r’s P a rlo u r, G u ild h a ll, B e ve rle y , as guests o f  the  M ayor o f the 
East Y o rksh ire  Borough o f B everle y , C o u n c illo r M rs E ve lyn  S tand ing, who is also an a c tiv e  
m em ber o f our A sso c ia tio n . A conducted  to u r o f  the G u ild h a ll and C o u n c il C ham ber, w h ich  
doubles a s a M a g is tra te s ' C o u rt, inc luded  a m ost in te re s tin g  e x h ib it io n  o f  the  Tow n's  C h a rte rs  
and p rice le ss  s ilve r w h ich  da tes back w e ll ove r 1,000 years. The h is to ry  o f these c o lle c tio n s  
was g iven  by the  re c e n tly  re t ire d  M a y o r’s S ecre ta ry  w ho has been responsib le  fo r  the 
research  w h ich  he a lm o s t m ade his l i f e ’s w ork.

N o rth  H um bers ide m em bers co n tin u e d  th e ir  m o n th ly  m e e tings  - w ere  e n te rta in e d  by the  
C o ttin g h a m  G roup in  O c to b e r when M r A lb e r t A llis o n  (husband o f ou r C o u n ty  R e p re se n ta tive , 
M rs Peggy A llis o n ) showed s l ides o f  th e ir  son's ho lid a y  in  B a li - th is  was p a r t ic u la r ly  
a p p re c ia te d  in  v ie w  o f our v e ry  poor sum m er! In N ovem ber th e y  m e t a t B r id lin g to n  fo r  lunch 
and once again in  D ecem ber w ere jo in e d  by H u ll m em bers a t a B e ve rle y  h o te l fo r  ano the r 
super C h ris tm a s  lunch organised by Peggy A llis o n . K n it t in g ,  sew ing and c o lle c tio n s  o f 
sa leable  a r t ic le s  are s t i l l  e n e rg e tic a lly  c a rr ie d  on in N o rth  H um bers ide  in  support o f the  
B e ve rle y  D o c to rs ' P o lish  A ppea l and i t  has now becom e im possib le  to  keep a re co rd  o f the  
num ber o f ite m s  handed ove r. P lans a re  in hand fo r  on A re a  A G M  to  be he ld  on A p r i l  7 th  
a t the B ishop B u rto n  C o lle ge  o f A g r ic u ltu re  near B e ve rle y .

LIN C O LN SH IR E - Mrs D oris  Cook BEM.
We are pleased to  re p o rt th a t our C oun ty , as regards m e m bersh ip  o f th e  A sso c ia tio n , is s t i l l  
inc re as in g . Th is  is due to  the  personal p u b lic ity  o f the m em bers the m se lves o r s a tis fie d  
custo m ers . I t  is v e ry  re w o rd in g  to  see th e  frien dsh ips  - happiness - and keeping in tou ch  
w ith  o ld  fr ie n d s  and colleagues, g iv in g  th e m  a re new ed in te re s t in  l i f e  -  "T he  best th in g  th a t 
e ve r happened", said a 7 5 -y e ar o ld ! The usual tea , c o ffe e , b ir th d a y  g e t- to g e th e rs , bar 
lunches, e tc ., have take n  p lace , no t fo rg e tt in g  th e  k n it t in g  and c ro c h e t p a rtie s . The M a rk e t 
Rosen group m e e ts  re g u la r ly  under the  leadersh ip  o f  M rs M a rjo r ie  B e c k e tt and the y  have been 
busy k n it t in g  co t b la n ke ts  m ost o f the  w in te r . L a s t F r id a y , 28 th  F e b ru a ry , w h ich  was the  
co ld e s t day I re m e m b e r, w ith  g a le -fo rc e  east w inds in  Skegness, 26 o f us m e t fo r  a  bar lunch . 
The w e a th e r co u ld  no t have been worse bu t once ins ide th e  h o te l th e  w a rm th  and w e lcom e 
g iven  to  us made up fo r  i t  a ll.  We w ere  d e lig h te d  to  have M rs Peggy Jam es, A re a  
R e p re s e n ta tiv e , and V i P ric e  w ith  us and we w ere a ll am azed by  th e  live lin e ss  and stam in a  
o f  the g roup. M ust be th e  sea a ir !  The h ig h lig h t o f  the  a fte rn o o n  was y e t to  com e! We 
p a id  a v is it  to  the  hom e o f M ay A ndrew s, our 94 -year o ld . W hat a w e lco m e  and w hat a 
w om an! (H er poem  was published in  th e  N ovem ber 1985 issue). I t  was the m ost in te re s tin g  
h a lf-h o u r we had had in  years and i f  I tho ugh t Skegness w o u ld  do th e  same fo r  me, I w ould  
go to m o rro w ! B u t i t ’s those east w inds! M rs B ourne ’ s g roup a t S u tto n-on -S ea m e e t 
re g u la r ly  and we jo in  th e m  when w eather p e rm its . I t  is a re a l p leasure to  v is it  th e m  as i t 
is e lsew here in  the  C ou n ty .

N O R T H  EAST -  A R E A  4 -  M rs L .  Z ie g le r  M BE -  South a nd W est
Y o rk s h ire  M e tro p o lita n  C o u n tie s . R e p o rt o f  1 9 8 5  e ve n ts .
M ay 23rd we had a lunch  a t 1 B roo m ha ll A venue. 24 m em bers cam e a lth o u g h  the  w ea the r 
w a s  n o t v e ry  good bu t we had a ve ry  en joyab le  m e e tin g . Ju ly  18th th e  m em bers decided to  
a rrang e  a t r ip  to  N e s tle  P r io ry . 18 m em bers said th e y  w ou ld  l ik e  to  go bu t as the  day 
opproached o n ly  11 w ere able to  go. I t  was a lo v e ly  sunny day and th e  to u r o f the  P r io ry  
was m ost in te re s tin g . On the way hom e we stopped a t th e  house o f  one o f our m em bers 
fo r  a fte rn o o n  te a  in  he r garden. Ju ly  28 th  was our Sunday lunch  th is  year in  a id  o f  the 
B enevo len t Fund. A lth o u g h  the  w e a th e r was te r r ib le  and in  sp ite  o f chopp ing  the  end o f 
m y fin g e r o f f ,  we s t i l l  m anaged to  m ake a p r o f i t  o f  £150. A t  a m e e tin g  in  A re a  O f f ic e  on 
the  1st O c to b e r M rs W ynne-Jones asked i f  th e  A sso c ia tio n  w ou ld  h e lp  th e  lo c a l W RVS du ring  
WRVS Week and we de c id ed  to  do the  f lo ra l d e co ra tio n s  fo r  th e  ch u rch  se rv ice . To do th is  
we a rrang ed a P lo ugh m an ’s Lunch  to  pay fo r  th e  f lo w e rs . The se rv ice  was v e ry  w e ll a tte n d e d  
by m em bers o f the  A sso c ia tio n . D ecem ber 9 th  was th e  day o f  ou r C h ris tm a s  lunch  a t the 
Queens H o te l, Leeds. 13 m em bers a tte n d e d  and i t  was m o st e n jo yab le . A nd  so ended 1985. 
We look  fo rw a rd  to  a h appy 1986
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G O O D S A M A R IT A N  E D N A  IS D E A D  - WRVS S ta lw a rt w ho w on BEM

This was th e  head line  in  the  lo ca l newspaper when M rs Edna B u llo ck  BEM  d ied  in  h o sp ita l 
in  D ecem ber, aged 83, fro m  c o m p lic a tio n s  fo llo w in g  a b roken  an k le . Edna was a 
d e d ica te d  m em ber o f WRVS fo r  44 years - w h a t a re c o rd ! In 1972 she was aw arded the  
BEM  fo r  her serv ices to  WRVS; In 1946 she fo rm e d  the  f i r s t  o ld  peop le 's  luncheon c lu b  o f 
F ir th  P ark - Just one o f her ve ry  m any ach ie vem en ts , be ing E m ergency Services O rg a n iser 
and in s tru c to r  fo r  WRVS fro m  1944 to  1977. I  doubt w he the r her re c o rd  o f  a c t iv e  se rv ice
can be m a tch e d  tod ay. She re m a ined , as she had a lw ays been - b r ig h t and a lw ays w ill in g  
to  he lp  o u t. She was a very  good C iv il  D e fe n c e  In s tru c to r  and w o n d e rfu lly  lo y a l to  the  
S erv ice  she loved. She w i ll  be sadly m issed.

M ID LAN D S DIVISION - A rea 1
M rs W. P eng illey  -  West M idlands Counties

D u rin g  M e m bers ' Week I was i n v ite d  to  ta lk  about the  A sso c ia tio n  to  a p p ro x im a te ly  420 
Shropshire m em bers a t th e ir  C o u n ty  R a lly . As a re s u lt o f  th is  we a re  now ho ping to  fo rm  
groups a t D is t r ic t  le ve l in  th e  C o u n ty . I t  was in te re s tin g  to  m e e t severa l m em bers who 
had been i n WVS fro m  1938 and w ere  s t i l l  w o rk in g . One lady  o f  79 years had w orke d  w ith  
the  F o rces in  I ta ly ,  V ienna and E g yp t and had m any s to r ie s  to  te l l .  In Shropshire we now 
have a new C o u n ty  R e p re s e n ta tiv e  who Is ho ping to  arrange m e e tings  in  th e  Spring.

H e re fo rd s h ire  has also fo rm e d  a new group  based on th e  H e re fo rd  O ff ic e  w here  ab o u t 20 
m em bers m e t in  O c to b e r fo r  te a  and d iscussion ab out fu tu re  p lans. We w ere  d e lig h te d  to  
have D am e F rances C lode w ith  us a t th is  m e e tin g .

A R E A  2 -  M rs A . T y le r  - East M id lands C o u n tie s

In  1985 we c o m p le te d  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f WVS/WRVS A ssoc ia tions  in  eve ry  D is t r ic t  w ith in  the  
C o u n ty  o f N o ttin g h a m s h ire . M ay I use "T he  N ew s" to  e x te n d  m y tha nks  to  eve ryone who 
has w orke d  so ha rd  and h a p p ily  to  b r in g  th is  a b o u t. O ur f in a l p ro je c t is th e  C ity  o f 
N o ttin g h a m  and I am  d e lig h te d  to  re p o rt th a t  a fo rm e r co lleague o f m ine  fro m  m y days as 
C o u n ty  O rg an ise r has ag reed to  g ive  us her h e lp  in th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  la s t WVS/WRVS 
C o m m itte e . M rs H ild a  S m ith  has ju s t re t ir e d  fro m  the  p o s itio n  o f C ity  O rg an iser fo r  
N o ttin g h a m  and we are m ore  th a n  fo r tu n a te  to  re c ru it  her he lp . We d id , how ever, lose a 
g re a t he lper in  A re a  O ff ic e  -  D iane B ra m m e r. D ia ne was a to w e r o f  s tre n g th  to  us a ll and 
her h e lp fu lness was g iven  w ith  such happiness I t  in sp ire d  eve ryone  who cam e in  c o n ta c t w ith  
he r. Thank you fo r  a l l  you d id , D iane,

LEICESTERSHIRE -

M rs H e lena  C ooper -Meet for coffee mornings but are rather concerned
about th e  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  th e  WRVS News and w onder w h e th e r i t  w ou ld  be possib le fo r  i t  to  
be posted in  th e  same envelope as th e  A sso c ia tio n  News as th e y  w ou ld  l ik e  to  be sure th a t 
e ve ry  m e m ber re ce ives  a copy. O u ting s  a re  a rrang ed  and one o f  th e m  was to  W indsor.

N O T T IN G H A M S H IR E  -  M iss M . L o v e t t  -  B a sse tlaw  B ranch
A  m e e tin g  was he ld  a t t h e  h o m e  o f  M rs J. M oore o f  Spit a l F a rm , B l y th ,  on Thursday,
17th O c to b e r 1985 w hen m em bers w ere e n te rta in e d  by a d e m o n s tra tio n  on "T he  D e co ra tio n s  

m ake th e  C ake 1' by  M rs  E. Banks.

B R O X TO W E  B R A N C H
A  Cheese and W ine P a rty  was he ld  a t E astw ood Age C oncern  H a ll to  ra ise  funds fo r the  
B ranch  on 6 th  D ecem ber. M rs D o ro th y  S m ith , th e  C h a irm an  o f  the B ranch was aw arded 
the  E vening P ost's  C it iz e n  o f the  M o n th  fo r  D ecem ber fo r  o u ts ta n d in g  se rv ice  to  the 
c o m m u n ity . The m em bers w ere  th e  guests o f  the  L o rd  M a yo r, C o u n c illo r  D a v id  Tongue 
and the La dy  M ayoress w hen th e y  v is ite d  th e  C o u n c il House on Thursday, January 16th 1986.

A S H F I E L D  B R A N C H
A  C h ris tm a s  D in n e r a t  the  M a n s fie ld  T e ch n ica l C o lle g e  was en jo yed  by m em bers. The 
D in n e r was p repared  and served  by  th e  s tud en ts  o f  the  C a te r in g  Depa r tm e n t.  A  m e e tin g  
was he ld  in  K irk b y - in -  A s h fie l d in  N ovem ber when M rs B u tle r  gave a ta lk  on H oroscopes.

N O R T H  EAST - A R E A  4 (co n tinue d)
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G E D L IN G  B R A N C H
A n  A G M  was he ld  a t  t he P e o p le 's  C e n tre , A rn o ld , in  D ece m b e r. The C h ris tm a s  L u n ch  
was h e ld  a t P u n ch in e llo 's , F o rm a n  S tre e t, N o ttin g h a m . A  C o ffe e  M o rn in g  was h e ld  a t 
th e  hom e o f th e  C ha irm an , M rs E. F lo w e rd e w  to  ra ise  B ranch  funds.

R U S H C L IF F E  B R A N C H
A  C o ffe e  m o rn in g  was he ld  a t the  W illo w  Tree , W est Br id g fo rd  on Thursday, 5 th  S eptem ber, 
w hen th e  speaker was M r D av id  Jackson, th e  la n d lo rd  o f The B e ll Inn, th e  o lde s t inn  in 
N o ttin g h a m , and w e heard on e n te rta in in g  a cco un t o f  i ts  h is to ry . M em bers w ere  in v ite d  
to  m ake a da te  fo r  a con ducte d  to u r o f th e  caverns o f  th e  inn  and th is  is to  be fo llo w e d  
by  a lunch . A  fu r th e r  C o ffe e  M o rn in g  was h e ld  a t  th e  W illo w  T ree  on Thursday, 14th 
N ovem ber 1985. Th is was a soc ia l occasion w ith  a r a f f le  to  ra ise  B ranch funds. On 
W ednesday, 6 th  D ecem ber m em bers en joyed a d e lig h t fu l C h ris tm a s  luncheon a t th e  
C la re n d o n  C o lle ge  C a te rin g  D e p a rtm e n t.

M A N S F IE LD  B R A N C H
The M a n s fie ld  WVS/WRVS A sso c ia tio n  he ld  a soc ia l occa s io n  on M onday, 13th Jan uary  when
a lunch  a tte n d e d  by some 25 m em bers too k  p lace  a t 7 N o rth  P ark by th e  kindness o f 
M rs  E. B a ll,  the  M a n s fie ld  Books on Wheels O rg an ise r. The e ve n t was organised by the
M a n s fie ld  A sso c ia tio n  S e cre ta ry , th e  R ev. W. P o rte r.

We re g re t to  in fo rm  you o f  th e  deaths o f  tw o  lo y a l m em bers, M rs K a th le e n  H ales o f 
W est B r id g fo rd  who w as the  T re a su re r o f th e  D arb y  and Joan C lub  a nd M iss R u th  D e rry  
who was a he lp e r a t he r lo ca l L u n ch  C lub . B o th  w e re  a c tiv e  m em bers to  the  end.

N E W A R K  -  M rs J .R . B u rg in , C h a irm a n
A  v e ry  successfu l c o ffe e  m o rn ing  was he ld  a t th e  WRVS O ff ic e  in  N ovem ber when about 
18 m em bers a tte n d e d  our f i r s t  and v e ry  successfu l luncheon a t K ir ra g e 's  Bew a rk on Tuesday, 
18th F e b ru a ry  when 29 o f ou r m em bers had an e x c e lle n t m e a l. We w ere  d e lig h te d  to  have 
as ou r guest the  M ayoress, C o u n c illo r M rs Dobson and ou r L o c a l O rg an ise r, M rs P. M um by 
was a lso p resent as w ere  some o f ou r lo n g -se rv in g  m em bers. We a re  hoping to  d raw  up a 
p rog ra m m e , w h ich , when co m p le te  w i ll  be sent to  a ll ou r m em bers asking th e m  to  support 
us a t th e  va rio us  fu n c tio n s . We hope these w i ll  in c lu d e  ta lk s  fro m  the  F ire  S erv ice  and 
P o lic e  as w e ll as a coach tr ip ,  e tc .

U P -D A T E  -  g leaned fro m  a N a rra t iv e  R e p o rt. On Tuesday, 25 th  June, a  m e e tin g  was he ld  
a t th e  S u tto n  o f f ic e  to  s ta r t  a branch  in  A s h fie ld  and M rs K n ig h to n  o f  Selston ag reed to  
be S e c re ta ry . She has now m ore  th a n  20 p a id -u p  m e m bers  and va rio u s  o u tin gs  have been 
ta k in g  p lace  w h ich  have been en joyed  by  a l l  th e  m em bers.

H O M E  C O U N T IE S /A N G L IA  DI VI SI ON  A R E A  1 
N o rth a m p to n s h ire  -  M rs  A . P e rk in s  M BE
"We woul d l ike  t o  r eport  a  b u s y  a n d  in te r e s t in g  y e a r  w ith  c o ffe e  m orn ings and th re e  
luncheons —  S pring, A u tu m n  and C h ris tm a s . We w e re  d e lig h te d  to  w e lco m e  our C ha irm an ,
M rs  H - F o s te r OBE, to  our A u tu m n  lunch  and in  response to  her appeal fo r  the  C h a irm a n 's  
B ene vo len t T ru s t we are ve ry  pleased th a t  a t o u r C h ris tm a s  luncheon m em bers a r r iv e d  w ith  
g i f ts  th e y  had made fo r  the s ta ll.  As a consequence we w ere  ab le  to  send £40 to  th is  
ap pea l. A t  ou r C h ris tm a s  luncheon we w ere v e ry  p leased to  w e lcom e La d y  H esketh . We 
have had 12 new m em bers e n ro lle d  d u rin g  1985 m a k in g  a to ta l  o f  42 a t p resen t as we w ere  
v e ry  so rry  to  lose one o f ou r fou nde r m em bers. We hope th a t  some o f  ou r m em bers w i l l  
be ab le  to  a tte n d  the  A nnua l G en era l M e e tin g  on the  3 rd  June 1986.

H E R T F O R D S H IR E  (G leaned fro m  a N a r ra t iv e  R e p o rt)

In  th e  sum m er h o lid a y  p e rio d  s ta f f  p rob lem s a lw ays  e xe rc ise  us. N o sooner does one p u t 
dow n th e  phone on one re -a rra n g e m e n t o f ro ta s  th a n  i t  rings again  w ith  an o th e r. B u t 
we have fou nd  th a t m em bers w ho hove re t ire d  fro m  re g u la r d u ty  a re  som etim es happy to  
p u t on a ta b a rd  now and again  to  f i l l  in  and en jo y  m e e tin g  again  fr ie n d s  th e y  m ay have 
m ade in  Tea Bars and o th e r schem es. They o re  in v ite d , to o , to  any p a rtie s  o r "g e t- to g e th e rs "  
th a t  w e have, and w e a ll b e n e fit fro m  ta lk in g  to  th e m  and le a rn in g  fro m  th e ir  e xp erience .
I t  is fo r  th is  reason th a t i t  seems a p ity  th a t  th e  W VS/W RVS A s s o c ia tio n  fe e l i t  is w ise to

A R E A  2 -  Ea st M id la nds C ou n tie s  (con tinued)
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exc lud e  the  a c t iv e  m em bers. So m uch use fu l discussion co u ld  ta k e  p lace  b e tw een  th e  past 
and present O rgan isers to  th e  b e n e fit  o f bo th , as i t  w ould  sure ly  in te re s t th e  re t ire d  m em bers 
to  hear o f  c u r re n t tre nds.

A R E A  3 -  East A n g lia  (Essex, N o r fo lk  and S u ffo lk )
M rs E .D . C laydon

S eptem ber 1985 re p o rt , u n fo r tu n a te ly  re ce ive d  a f te r  th e  N ovem ber 1985 issue had gone to  
press.
N ew  m em bersh ip  is now a " t r ic k le " .  I have found th a t, in  some p a rts  o f th e  C oun ties, 
p o te n tia l do n o t w a n t to  jo in  or fo rm  Branches and a tte n d  B ranch fu n c tio n s  because th e y  do 
no t w a n t to  Feel o ld  and a tte n d  fu n c tio n s  fo r  "g e r ia tr ic s " .  I have a tte n d e d  one B ranch 
fu n c tio n  w here  th e  age d i f fe r e n t ia l  ranged fro m  40s to  th e  90 -p lus . They s tic k  to  the  ru les. 
E veryb ody has w o rke d  w ith  WRVS fo r  a m in im u m  o f 5 years, nobody holds on HQ a p p o in tm e n t. 
M ost o f th e m  a re  s t i l l  w o rk in g . They have a q u a rte r ly  lu n c h /m e e tin g  in  a sm a ll h o te l.
They " ta k e  o v e r"  th e  h o te l ba r b e fo re  lunch ! They b r in g  fr ie n d s  who becom e m em bers. The 
lunch  is super and th e  n o is e /a tm osphere  fa n ta s tic .  Th is  same B ranch  o rgan ised  a t r ip  to  a 
"S ta te ly  H om e" in  th e  sum m er, 52 m em bers and th e ir  husbands w e n t. C a n 't we do m ore  to  
encourage th is  "W ide  span" age group m em bersh ip?

Janua ry  1986 R e p o rt - ESSEX
O ur Southend B ranch  has he ld  m e e tings  w h ich  inc luded  an "O u t o f  th e  H a t"  a fte rn o o n  - m em bers 
p ic k in g  a su b je c t o u t o f  a h a t and having to  speak on i t  fo r  5 m in u te s ! The m ind  "boggles" 
b u t I am  to ld  i t  was h ila r io u s . As was an othe r m e e tin g  w hen m em bers re la te d  th e ir  
"u n fo rg e tta b le  m o m e n ts" - som eth ing  th a t w ould  a lw ays liv e  w ith  th e m . They have a lso had 
a speaker fro m  a H om e fo r  d isab led  persons and, in  ty p ic a l sym p a th y , c o lle c te d  a huge box 
o f  g ro ce rie s  fo r  th e  H om e fo r  C h ris tm a s . A n a n tiq u e  d e a le r spoke to  th e m  and valued 
some o f  the  m e m bers ' m o st prec ious possessions.

In M aldon, th e  A sso c ia tio n  m em bers and th e  D is t r ic t  WRVS m em bers jo in e d  to g e th e r fo r  a 
C h ris tm a s  luncheon. The o ld e r A s s o c ia tio n  m em bers w e re  v e ry  happy to  ta lk  to  the younger, 
a c t iv e  WRVS m em bers.

C o lch e s te r h e ld  a C h ris tm a s  luncheon w h ich  18 m em bers a tte n d e d  and in  January  20 m em bers 
v is ite d  th e  lo c a l p a n to m im e  and go t "s ta ge  re c o g n itio n " . Th is B ran ch  re p o rts  on be ing 
in vo lve d  in  ch e ck in g -u p  on e ld e r ly  m em bers needing sup port and v is it in g .

N O R F O L K
G re a t Y a rm o u th , hav ing  had an "o u tin g "  to  S andringham  in  th e  sum m er, re c e n tly  he ld  th e ir  
q u a rte r ly  lu n c h e o n /m e e tin g  w h ich  was a tte n d e d  by 52 m e m bers . They had a Sales Table  o f 
produce to  ra ise  m oney fo r  th e  B ene vo len t T ru s t and have p re se n te d  th e  T ru s t w ith  a cheque 
fo r  £62 ra ise d  by  th e  p roduce  s ta ll,  a sponsored w a lk  by tw o  m em bers and a granny do ing 
the  jobs he r f iv e  g ra n d c h ild re n  d id n 't  w a n t to  do du rin g  the  C h ris tm a s  ho lidays  and cha rg ing  
th e m  5p - 10p a jo b ! W hat a sign o f  th e  tim e s  -  b u t m oney fo r  th e  T ru s t. The h ig h lig h t 
o f  the  luncheon was the  p re s e n ta tio n  o f  WVS Lo ng  S erv ice  M edals to  f iv e  A sso c ia tio n  m em bers 
by th e  A re a  O rg a n ise r. M em bers w ere  in te re s te d  to  see th e  d isp lay  o f  a WVS M edal, on a 
m aroon v e lv e t cush ion fla n k e d  by sprigs o f  ro sem ary  and iv y  w ith  a "h is to ry "  o f th e  M edal 
b e a u tifu lly  p r in te d  on a s tan d ing  bo ard  behind th e  cushion

SO U TH  EAST D IV IS IO N  -  A re a  1 -  M iss M .T . C ooke MBE 
E ast and W est K e n t, S u rrey  and E ast Sussex

A  B u ffe t  Lu n ch  was h e ld  in  a m e m b e r's  house in  C a n te rb u ry  in  O c to b e r and en joyed  by a ll 
those p resent.

WEST KEN T
M em bers a tte n d e d  a B u f fe t  Lu n ch  in  Sevenoaks in  D e cem ber and w e re  p leased to  w e lcom e 
M rs Anne Barnes, C o u n ty  O rg a n ise r, who gave an in te re s tin g  ta lk  on th e  up to  da te  w o rk  o f
WRVS.

SURREY

W oking

The A nnu a l Luncheon was he ld  in  O cto ber and m uch en joyed. Th is B ranch  produced s im p le  
a cco un ts  a t th e ir  AG M  - a good exam ple  to  a l l ! 2 5

H om e C o u n tie s /A n g lia D iv is io n  (co n tinue d)



G U IL D F O R D
H eld  a C o ffe e  M orn ing  and B rin g  and Buy in  a m e m b e r's  hom e in B ro m le y  in  th e  A u tu m n .

EAST S U S S E X
This  C o u n ty  i s having a m em bersh ip  d r iv e  and hope to  s ta r t  tw o  new branches.

B R IG H TO N

R egu la r m e etings  con tin ue  and are m uch en joyed.

EASTBO U R N E
H e ld  a successfu l C h ris tm a s  Lu nch . M rs Pearson who has organ ised  th is  b ranch  ve ry  ab ly  
is re t ir in g  and w i ll  be succeeded by M rs H a n c h e tt.

H OVE
A  m em ber re p o rts : On the  12th D ecem ber 1985 th e  H ove B ranch he ld  a v e ry  en jo yab le
C h ris tm a s  tea  fo r  th e ir  m em bers in the  lo ca l P arish  C hurch  H a ll.  40 m em bers a tte n d e d  
and w ere a ll p leased to  m e et up again  w ith  o ld  frie n d s . There  was an in te re s tin g  ta lk  by 
one o f our m em bers who w en t to  C h in a p r io r  to  the  present day "e a s ie r"  tra v e l re s tr ic t io n s  
and ha d severa l am using in c id e n ts  to  re la te . She th o ro u g h ly  en joyed  th e  e xp e rie n ce  and 
w ould, fin a n ce  a Ilow ing / love to  go again and re com m ended th e  c o u n try  as f r ie n d ly  and 
b e a u tifu l. We had to  cancel our proposed t r ip  to  H eve r C a s tle  in A ugust - i t  was not 
re a lise d  th a t so many m em bers w ou ld  be unable to  com e as g ra n d ch ild re n  descended on th e m  
fo r  the ho lidays. M aybe i t  was ju s t as w e ll as i t  tu rn e d  ou t to  be one o f th e  w e tte s t sum m er 
days - am ong m any! Our n e x t t r ip  w i l l  be to  C h a r tw e l l, p robab ly  a t th e  end o f A p r i l  (when 
w in te r  ra te s  s t i l l  ap p ly !) so th is  is som eth ing  fo r us a ll to  look fo rw a rd  to . M any thanks to  
M rs H ooper and M rs P ark fo r  a l l th e ir  w o rk  in  o rg a n is in g  such a happy a fte rn o o n .

SO U TH  EAST D IV IS IO N  - A re a  2 
H A M P S H IR E  - M rs  M . A lb ro w
I am  sad and so rry  to  have to  re p o rt the  re c e n t dea th  o f  tw o  o f you r m em bers. M iss 
G .M . G re e n fie ld  o f  W incheste r d ied  in  O c to b e r 1985 ha v in g  com e in to  H am psh ire  fro m  W oking, 
S urrey, less tha n  a year ago. M rs E. D u n s te r a n o th e r o f  our H am psh ire  m em bers who has 
g iven  ove r 40 years se rv ice  to  W VS/W RVS

The H am psh ire  B ranch he ld  a v e ry  e n jo yable  p re -C h r is tm a s  lunch  in  th e  N ew  F o re s t when 
the  guest speaker was M rs C la ire  B assett who spoke o f her experiences in  th e  USA on a 
C h u rc h ill F e llo w sh ip . We w ere  pleased to  w e lcom e M rs Joan K irb y , J o in t C o u n ty  O rgan iser 
and M rs M o n ica  G om m , SE 2 A re a  O rg an ise r; a lso  M rs E .M . A d ie , a m e m ber o f  the  
WVS/WRVS A sso c ia tio n  C o m m itte e . We w e re  a ll v e ry  so rry  th a t  ou r o th e r J o in t C o u n ty  
O rg an ise r, M rs D oreen S im pkins was unable to  be p resen t ow ing  to  a car a c c id e n t in  w h ich  
b o th  she and her husband w ere  ba d ly  in ju re d . 28 m em bers a tte n d e d  and p re lim in a ry  
a rra n g e m e n ts  w ere m ade fo r  the  n e x t R eun ion to  ta ke  p lace  a t P e te r Symonds C o lle g e , 
W incheste r, a t th e  end o f F e b ru a ry  and th e  A G M  a t the  end o f  M ay a t our Annual G arden 
P a rty .

WEST SUSSEX - M iss D aphne Y a rd le y
In June, M rs M a rjo r ie  BEM , re t ire d  as C o u n ty  R e p re s e n ta tiv e  fo r  th e  A sso c ia tio n  and I
(M iss Daphne Y a rd le y ) ha ve ta ke n  ove r th is  re s p o n s ib ility . C h ich e s te r D is t r ic t  keep a v e ry  
k in d ly  eye on th e ir  m em bers and ho ld  occa s io na l C o ffe e  M o rn ings. F o r th e  pa st tw o  years 
th e  Annual Luncheon fo r the  C o u n ty  has been h e ld  th e re . A ru n  D is t r ic t  has by fa r  the 
la rg es t m em bersh ip . They a im  to  ho ld  socia l eve n ts  in  d if fe r e n t  p a rts  o f  th e  D is t r ic t  on a 
re g u la r basis. Since the las t A sso c ia tio n  News th e y  have he ld  a H a rve s t Luncheon a t Bognor 
and a p re -C h ris tm a s  g e t- to g e th e r a t R u s tin g . B o th  occasions w e re  w e ll-a tte n d e d . S ick 
m em bers re ce ive  a "g e t w e ll"  c a rd  and v is its  w here  possib le and a ll  m em bers re ce ive  a 
C h ris tm a s  card . A re p re s e n ta tiv e  f ro m  the  A s s o c ia tio n  a tte n d e d  th e  Luncheon he ld  fo r  
se rv in g  m em bers o f  WRVS du rin g  N a tio n a l M em bers W eek. The se le c te d  m em ber th o ro u g h ly  
en jo yed  h e rs e lf, fe l t  i t  was an honour to  be chosen and loved  be ing  w ith  th e  WRVS m em bers.

SOUTH EAST D IV IS IO N  - A re a 1 (co n tinue d)
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SO U TH  WEST D IV IS IO N  -  M rs K . B a rk e r BEM  -  A von , 
G lo u ce s te rs h ire , Wi l ts h ire  and B r is to l C ity .
A R E A  1.
A Question of L i f e ?  O r Death?

D u rin g  the  past m any m o n ths  a q u a n tity  o f  k n it te d  goods, vests, tops, A fgha ns, also l i t t l e 
c o tto n  fro c k s , have been despatched fro m  A von C o u n ty  fo r  d e liv e ry  to  E th io p ia . O ld  
P eop le 's  C lubs, Luncheon C lubs and m any m em bers have been b u s ily  em p loyed  in  K n it t in g  
P a rtie s , and b lack  p la s tic  bogs c o n ta in in g  these goods are  fre q u e n tly  d e liv e re d . On one 
occasion a huge p a rce l was opened and found to  c o n ta in  a q u a n tity  o f  o b je c ts  w h ich  co u ld  
o n ly  be described  as " ju m b le " -  q u ite  unsu itab le  fo r  our purpose. I f  was h a s tily  repacked  
and c a rr ie d  do w n sta irs  to  the  C lo th in g  D e p a rtm e n t w here  i t  was th o u g h t i t  cou ld  ea rn  a 
fe w  coppers fro m  th e  "R ag and Bone" man. On th e  way a young man in  kha k i was seen 
stand ing  a t th e  fro n t  door, o b v io u s ly  fro m  th e  A r t i l le r y  B a rra cks  op pos ite . “ C ould  we 
he lp ?", we asked. V ery  sheepishly he re p lie d , "H ad  we any rags to  spa re". W ith  d e lig h t 
we handed o ve r the  bag o f  rubbish. When we asked, "W hy d id  he w a n t rags?" he re p lie d : 
"W e w an t to  c lean  our guns!".

GLOUCESTERSHIRE -  Mrs J. Sell

F ro m  a m e m bersh ip  o f  140 e x a c tly  h a lf  o f our m em bers re p lie d  th a t th e y  w ou ld  be com in g  
to  ou r A u tu m n  g e t- to g e th e r. C o ffe e  was served a t  11 a m , g e nera l c h a tte r  u n til 
12 o 'c lo c k  w hen M rs M o rris , C o u n ty  O rgan iser, gave a s h o rt ta lk  about th e  re -d e d ic a tio n  
se rv ice  in  T ew kesbury  A bbey fo r  th e  m em bers who had been ab le  to  a tte n d . A  p loughm an's  
lunch  and m in ce  p ie  and c re a m , plus a glass o f w ine  was en jo yed  and served by C he lte nham  
E.S. te a m . D u rin g  our s h o rt m e e tin g  fo r  announcem ents and news I t  was s ta te d  th a t the  
G lo u ce s te r A sso c ia tio n  had m ode and sent to  the Save th e  C h ild re n  Fund 1,177 vests,
795 je rseys, 554 c o tto n  fro c k s , 217 b lan ke ts  and th a t we s t i l l  w a n te d  ite m s  to  send.
We had a m ost in te re s tin g  d e m o n s tra tio n  and ta lk  on th e  a r t  o f  ba ske t m a k in g  by
M rs W yn te r. A f te r  lo ts  o f  goodbyes and prom ises to  m e e t aga in  in  June we le f t  fo r  hom e
by 3 pm . The new N ew sheet was handed o u t to  m em bers.

A bbey S e rv ice . M any le t te r s  and phone ca lls  w e re  re ce ive d  fro m  m em bers o f the 
A sso c ia tio n  saying how  v e ry  m uch th e y  had en joyed  the S erv ice  and th a t th e y  pu t on th e ir  
u n ifo rm s  aga in  and fe l t  so p roud  and i t  made th e m  fe e l a "som ebo dy".

WRVS M e m bers ' Week a t th e  G lo u ce s te r G u ild  H a ll -  th e  A s s o c ia tio n  w e re  i n v ite d  to  have 
a s ta ll w h ich  was o f  in te re s t to  m o st people and some new  m em bers w e re  e n ro lle d .

HQ M e e tin g  June 3 rd . We hope to  h ire  a bus so th a t  m any m em bers  can a tte n d .

SOUTH WEST D IV IS IO N  - A R EA 2
M iss M . S co tt - C o rn w a ll, N &  S Devon, P lym ou th  C ity , Somerset
Since th is  t im e  la s t yea r a fe w  "m o ves" have t aken p lace :

CO RNW A LL
Now show ing in te re s t and a lth o u g h  slow , we now have tw o  new l i f e  m em bers, bo th  l iv in g  
in  N ew quay. Th is  w i l l ,  I hope, encourage o th e rs  to  j o in  th e  A sso c ia tio n .

P L YM O UTH

This c i t y  show ing in te re s t and t ry in g  ha rd  to  re c ru it  new  m em bers.

DEVON
Tw o sm a ll " g e t- to g e th e rs "  have ta ke n  p lace , one in  South D evon ho sted  by M rs P . H a m ilto n , 
m uch ch a t and la u g h te r, in  S eptem ber. Then in  D ecem ber, E x e te r had a C o ffe e  and M ince  
P ie  M o rn in g  -  aga in  m uch c h a t. We a re  hoping fo r  a C o u n ty  M e e tin g  in  th e  Spring.

SOMERSET

N ow  s e tt le d  down under th e  new  leadersh ip  o f  M rs B a rb a ra  F lin n  who has ta ke n  on the  ca re  
o f  th e  A sso c ia tio n  in  th is  C o u n ty , has severa l g roup m e e tings  a rra n g e d  fo r  th e  Spring.

A ll  C o u n ty  O rgan isers and D is t r ic t  O rganisers have u p -to -d a te  l is ts  o f A sso c ia tio n  M em bers 
in  th e ir  ow n lo c a l areas thus h e lp in g  to  keep c o n ta c t.
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A R E A  R E P R E S E N TA TIV E S  (C o n tin u e d ) 

M ID L A N D S

A re a  1 M rs  W. P e n g ille y ,

A re a  2 M rs  A . T y le r ,

A rea  3

HOME C O U N TIE S /A N G LIA

A re a  3 M rs  E. C laydon ,

SOU T H  EAST

A re a  1 M iss M .T . C ooke M B E ,

SOU T H  WEST

A re a  1 M rs  K . B a rk e r,

A re a  2 M iss M . S c o tt,

W ALES
M rs L .M . B ro th e r to n ,

S C O T L A N D

C h a irm a n  -  S c o ttis h  S ection  

M rs A .P . H a r t,
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A R E A  REPRESENTATIVES 

(E x -o f f ic io  m em bers o f  th e  C o m m itte e )

LO N D O N

N o rth  A re a  M rs  M . D ow n ing  BEM ,

South E ast A re a  M r E.G. B lock M BE.

N o rth  E ast A re a  M rs I. M illin g to n ,

South W est A re a  M rs  M . F o rs d ic k  M BE,

N o rth  W est A re a  M rs M . Ju lia n ,

D IV IS IO NS

N o rth  W est 

A re a  1

A re a  2 M rs M . H ead,

A re a  4 M rs P. P re s to n ,

N o rth  East

A re a  1 M rs  C .V . S m u rth w a ite  M BE,

A re a  2 M rs B. B u rk e tt ,

A re a  3 M rs  P. Jam es M BE,

A re a  4 M rs L . Z ie g le r  M SE,
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R E C K O N  N O T Y E A R S  

R eckon  n o t years
B u t lo ve  o u tp o u re d ; tru e  s e rv ic e  done,
V is io n , E ndeavour, V ic to r ie s  w on,
Good seed w e ll sown, g re a t tasks begun, 
G od 's  B lessing  w ith  each s e tt in g  sun.

R eckon  n o t years
B u t l ig h t  o f  lo ve  in  c h ild re n 's  eyes,
H om e 's  sacred  joys  and m in is tr ie s ;
A l l  g ra c io u s , fa i r  and beauteous th in g s ,
The gladness o f  a h e a rt th a t  sings;
C o u n t com m on  days w ith  m e rc ie s  crow ned , 
L i fe 's  d e se rt w ays m ade "h a llo w e d  g round", 
C o u n t sh in ing  honou r, h ig h  idea ls ,
A nd  d u ty 's  ch a lle n g in g  appeals;
G re a t m o m e n ts  w hen th e  soul is s t i r r ed  
By som e u p li f t in g ,  b ra ve , tru e  w o rd ;
C o u n t days e n ric h e d  by h a llo w e d  pa in ,
A nd  te a rs  w h ic h  c leanse th e  soul fro m  s ta in ; 
C o u n t goodness, fre e d o m , fr ie n d s h ip , song, 
A nd  l i f e  th ro u g h  fa i th  in  God m ade s tro n g ; 
R eckon  n o t years.

Kendred Sm ith


