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Spring 1984

Dear Member,

Your quite m agnificent response to my request for babies' vests for 
Save the Child ren  is typical of the w arm -hearted generosity of m em bers which 
is the hallm ark of our Service. I am deeply grateful and very thrilled to be 
able to tell you that at this moment of w riting we have contributed over 4,000 
delightful vests in all colours of the rainbow - together they resemble a glorious 
garden.

W hilst the children for whom we are concerned cannot thank you, others 
can. We have received several letters from  Save the Child ren Headquarters 
expressing their appreciation and thanks for our interest and practica l help.
Their Overseas Supplies O ffice r writes:

"The countries to where we have sent the vests range from  as far 
apart as Poland to Thailand and the needs of these people is what 
the work of this Fund is all about - famine, sickness and hardship.
O bviously  the people who receive your vests are not able to write 
personal thank you letters so on their behalf we say ‘thank you ' for 
them."

A s  the quota for vests is nearly fulfilled, we are asked if m em bers can 
make other very simple garm ents for children from  1 to 3 years of age and you 
w ill find details on another page in this Newsletter.

The increase in m em bership has been most encouraging but it appears 
obvious that there are still many m em bers who know little  about the A ssoc ia tion  
and its aims. T wo leaflets are enclosed with this issue and if each member 
could introduce one new member it would help the A rea  representative and 
publicise the Association. We want to use the next six months to develop more 
local groups so please keep in touch with A rea  and ask for help if you need it.

Our next im portant gathering is, of course, the Annual General M eeting 
at Pudsey C iv ic  Hall, Leeds, on June 12th 1984. Leeds M etropo litan  and 
Pudsey m em bers have kindly undertaken the catering and are w orking hard to 
ensure everyone has a happy and worthwhile day. If you could reply to your 
invitation  as soon as possible it would greatly  assist our arrangem ents.

It w ill give me the greatest possible pleasure to greet you at Pudsey 
C iv ic  Ha ll in June.

With every good wish,

H E L E N A  F O ST E R ,
Chairm an
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H E L P E R S  TO H E L P  T H E M S E L V E S

This is the title of a press report in the Essex  County Standard referring to a 
m eeting held recently for form er members of Co lchester W VS/W RVS, with the 
object of form ing a local Group of the A ssociation. The M eeting was called 
by M rs  Sonia Lew is, the D istr ic t  O rgan iser and the result w ill be reported 
under "N ew s from  the A reas".

Reports from  other A reas indicate a very steady enrolm ent of new m em bers and 
several im aginative  ways by which this can be achieved.

M ost A reas now have Representatives and we are gradually getting a full coverage 
of Counties with County and local Groups. In m aking your plans for the summer 
and autumn why not have a Mem bership  D rive  as the main objective and make 
this a focal point for all gatherings.

Here are some useful ideas to which m em bers them selves can add:

1. Has a reporter ever been invited to any of your meetings, 
e specia lly  when you are having a speaker - or has a short 
report been sent to the local paper?

2. What are you doing as a mem ber of the A ssoc ia tion  to 
contact older members of the Service  who may not know 
about the A ssoc ia tion ?

3. D o  all m em bers know where to go to get an enrolm ent 
form  to give to a friend who has recently retired - or is 
about to do so ?

4. Can  you use the leaflets enclosed w ith this New sletter to
give to a potential m em ber? M ore copies m ay be obtained 
from  the Area, County  or Group Representatives.

We much appreciate the help and encouragem ent of the W R V S  O rgan isers - some of whom 
at all levels are kind enough to enclose details of the A ssoc ia tion  and even enrolm ent 
form s w ith their letters acknow ledging a resignation or retirem ent. They should be 
inform ed of m eetings and other gatherings but especia lly of any Mem bership  D rive  which 
is being planned and asked to co-operate in whatever way would be helpful.

A s  we grow  older we obviously  lose many m em bers through natural causes and our total 
m em bership therefore does not grow very fast. So let us all do everyth ing we can to 
make 1984 a bumper year for new members.

S A V E  T H E  C H IL D R E N  B A B IE S ' V E ST S  

The fo llow ing item s would be most welcome:

B igger vests to fit children up to three years old. Simple unisex garm ents, knitted or 
sewn such as sm ock tops and e lasticated trousers, again  to fit children from  1 - 3 years 
of age. The garm ents do need to be very sim ple, w ith no buttons, bows or fastenings.
A s  m alnourished children have extra large heads and stomachs, a V -neck  line and 
e lasticated w aist is particu larly  appropriate. P lease use bright colours. The total 
absence of fastening is helpful because in a d isaster situation field sta ff are very busy 
and tying one hundred bows takes a lot o f time! We hope to let all A reas have a sample
pattern at the Annual General M eeting in June. M ate ria l should be lightw eight and
cotton if possible.

There is a need for V -necked jerseys with short or long sleeves for the same age group.

Sm all size blankets 36" x 48", knitted or crocheted, are also most useful and make a 
pleasant group activ ity.

M E M B E R S H IP
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M essage  from  M rs Cecille  Stampa, Cha irm an for Wales 1969-1984

M rs  Cecille  Stam pa has decided to resign as Cha irm an for Wales but, of course, 
for her this is by no means a retirem ent from  the Service  and we look forward 
to hearing of her activ itie s in the future.

We have written from  the A ssoc ia tion  to thank her for all she has done 
throughout the years, in spite of her m any outside activ itie s and com m itm ents, 
to help and encourage the A ssoc ia tion  in Wales and by g iv ing  us suggestions and 
ideas for our future development. In reply she has sent us the fo llow ing message 
with her best wishes for the future of the A ssociation:

"When the W VS/W RVS A ssoc ia tion  was form ed in 1973, I felt 
that there should be support from  those members w ith a 
present responsib ility in the Service, and who could perhaps 
the publicise what was to be a new venture, and so I became 
one of the first m em bers of the A ssociation.

Since then, I have been fortunate enough to attend many of 
the Annual General M eetings of the Association, when it has 
been a m arvellous opportunity to meet the members past and 
present of the form ally  conducted M eetings and then a fte r
wards over the pleasant Lunches.

The form ation  of such an A ssoc ia tion  seems to me to have 
been entire ly  justified, for from  a sm all beginning, it is now 
a splendid ongoing Organisation, to which I wish continued 
success.

In Wales, we have made a point of in form ing any members 
retiring of the existence of the A ssociation, and I think that 
each A rea  could perhaps evolve some system  of doing this, 
so that the A ssoc ia tion  Representative  has those names 
regularly. W ithout this com m unication, the Representative  
could perhaps be rather cut o ff and w orking w ithout the true 
com m unication which is so much a part of our WVS heritage."

A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T IN G

Our A G M  last year in B irm ingham  was a great success and enabled m em bers liv ing 
in or near the M id lands to attend a m eeting not so far away as London. The 
1984 A G M  w ill mean that many more m em bers from  Northern areas w ill be able 
to join us, perhaps for the first time. We do hope that every e ffort w ill be made 
by all m em bers to find ways and means of getting there by arranging to share cars, 
hire coaches or use travel cards.

The m eeting w ill be held at T H E  C IV IC  H A L L ,  P U D S E Y ,  near L E E D S  on Tuesday, 
June 12th. An  invitation, with full details is enclosed with this Newsletter.

The London A reas w ill be having their Annual Re -U n ion  on Friday, 19th October 
1984, at the W estm inster L.B. O ffice, 313 Harrow  Road, W.9. Any  A ssoc ia tion  
m em bers from  other A reas who would like to come would be made very welcome. 
M rs  Sanderson, who is organ ising the Meeting, would like to have names and 
addresses before Septem ber 1st, so that any w ishing to attend from  other areas 
may receive, nearer the time, an invitation  with details. Her address is:
2 St. M a ry 's  Grove, London, SW13.
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T H E  W R V S  M A G A Z IN E

Do you already know about and su b sc ribe  to the W RV S M agaz ine ? Published 
three times a year (spring, summ er and winter) it brings you news of W RVS 
activ itie s all over the country, some nosta lgic item s and plans for the future. 
There are photographs and drawings; the spring issue due out before Easter 
w ill feature a colour centrepiece of Lady R ead in g 's  tapestry, which now hangs 
in Reception at Headquarters. F rom  time to time there are also item s of 
general interest - such as features on antiques, sport, gardening, fashion, etc. 
There are recipes, puzzles, c lassified  advertisem ents - som ething we hope for 
everyone.

If you would like to have your own copy please send a cheque or postal order, 
made payable to W R V S  M agazine, for £1.95 (which covers three issues posted 
to your home) with your name and address to: The M agazine  Departm ent,
W RV S Headquarters, 17 Old Park  Lane, London, W 1Y 4AJ.

N E WS F R O M  S C O T L A N D ,  W A L E S  A N D  T H E  E N G L IS H  A R E A S

The follow ing reports have been received since the last New sletter. A t the 
Annual General M eeting in June, A rea  Representatives are each being given 
three m inutes to sum up the h igh lights of the y e a r 's  activities.

S C O T T IS H  S E C T IO N . M rs  Grace M acDonald, Cha irm an Scottish  Section 
reports:

"The brightest spot in our report this time is a first  time reunion held in 
Novem ber in Centra l Reg ion  - after which the existing m em bership of eight shot 
up to tw enty-four! What is more, it was agreed to hold a m eeting every three 
m onths in the future.

The yearly F ife/Tayside  reunion on the last day of Septem ber was a happy, 
neighbourly occasion as usual.

SH Q /Loth ian  held a coffee m orning in Novem ber which had an attendance of 
about forty.

Aberdeen held a C hristm as lunch and Dum barton had a Christm as dinner. Both 
places have a syllabus of regular meetings, w ith speakers or other form s of 
entertainm ent arranged. Aberdeen had a Burns Supper afternoon in January 
but m ost folk hibernated until the worst of the snowy weather was past.

In February two D is tr ic ts  of Tayside joined for a buffet lunch.

SH Q  and Loth ian  have planned a lunch to be followed by a bridge drive. This 
is a new venture for the already successful Bridge Club.

W R V S  Scotland held an Open D ay  at SH Q  on 17th and 20th February when the 
A ssoc ia tion  had a "S ta ll".  The aim s and the growth were depicted by posters, 
and the past was rem em bered in uniform , badges and photographs. This was 
a colourful, interesting disp lay which netted us a few more members."

W A L E S . W rexham  M aelor G roup. M rs M ow at reports that on October 21st 
1983, a "Tea and C ha t" m eeting was held at the D istr ic t  O ffice  which was so 
much enjoyed by all m em bers that it appeared that a large part of the enjoyment 
was pleasure at being back in the Centre  O ffice  among old friends. The next 
m eeting was a v isit to F lin t and D is tr ic t  Am ateur Operatic  So c ie ty 's  showing of 
"The New Moon".
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L O N D O N . M rs  J. Sanderson organ ised  a very happy party for members from  
all the London A reas in the Conference Room  at Headquarters on October 24th 
1983. M rs  Foster, our new Chairm an, addressed the m eeting which was 
attended by about 80 members.

South East A re a . M rs  G. B lock plans an outing on M ay  16th 1984 when they 
are taking members by bus to see the changing face of North  Southw ark along 
the river.

North West A re a . M rs  Julian w rites that she was invited in January to attend 
an A rea  m eeting of London Borough O rgan isers to talk about the A ssociation.

Centra l A re a . M rs  I M illington  reports on the d ifficu lty  of getting members 
in her A rea  where so many older members had died or moved away, but she 
w ill give consideration to the welfare side of the A sso c ia t io n 's  work.

N o rth . M rs  M. Dow ning reports good relationship with the A rea  O rgan iser and 
sta ff at the o ffice  and is a lways invited to the Borough O rgan ise rs ' Meetings.
One member who is blind and unable to contribute herself, persuaded a Hand icraft 
Group in her loca lity  to knit fourteen vests.

N O R T H  W EST  D IV IS IO N . A rea  2. G reater Manchester. M rs  Head reports 
that Mem bership  has grown considerably in various places, the most recent 
being Bury, where two coffee m ornings have been held. The A ltr in ch am group 
meets every two months. The talk in Novem ber was given by M rs Helen 
Warburton, the leader, about her summ er holiday in Sorrento. A  New Year 
party held in January was attended by the Area, D istr ic t  and Loca l O rgan isers 
and entertainm ent was provided by M rs  Bellingham  and her very com ical 
dialect monologues.

A rea  4, Chesh ire  & M erseyside . M rs  Preston reports a m em bership of 110, 
an increase partly due to the work of the M acc lesfie ld  D istr ic t  Representative. 
The m em bers meet at three-m onthly intervals at a m em ber's home and in 
Decem ber they had a very successfu l C hristm as lunch

N O R T H  E A S T  D IV IS IO N . A rea  1, N orthum bria . M rs  Sm urthw aite reports that 
the A ssoc ia tion  has reached a total of 165 m em bers over the last 18 m onths and 
m aintains a slow but steady increase. It produces its own "N ew sle tte r" which 
helps to keep the members inform ed of each o the r 's  activ itie s in a very widely 
scattered area. She writes: "We try to fu lfil the aim s of the A ssociation, 
namely, m eeting and keeping in touch w ith older members as well as those of 
the Se rv ice  who are not so active  but are w ishing to be part of the Association. 
We have still a form idable task ahead as there must be many such members.

There are local representatives in North  Tyneside, Newcastle, Sunderland and in 
Northum berland County, Ashington, A ln w ick, and Ponteland. Each Group meets 
regu larly  and has many interesting program m es but most of all m em bers 
develop a personal contact with each other. We meet as an A ssoc ia tion  tw ice 
a year.

Our Caro l Service  in St. N icho las Cathedral, New castle, on 15th Decem ber was 
a m emorable occasion. Over 300 m em bers and friends enjoyed the Service  and 
singing in this beautiful Cathedral".

(Editor: Mrs Smurthwaite is to be congratulated on her Newsletter which 
records such a wealth of activities being carried out all over the Area.
It was interesting to see that the Northumberland County Report is sent 
to all WVS/WRVS members, and that in this rural County, members from all 
parts managed to attend a Service held in Hexham Abbey in June last year).
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A rea  3, Hum berside and L inco ln sh ire . M rs  Jam es writes, "A fte r  agreeing in 
Septem ber to be A rea  Representative  for the A ssoc ia tion  in Hum berside/ 
Lincolnsh ire, I d iscovered that only 10 enrolled m em bers existed in the Area.
It was therefore essential to stim ulate some interest without delay.

This A rea  consists of two very large rural Counties and the C ity  of Hull, covering 
well over 100 m iles from  north to south and approxim ately 40 m iles across.
D iv ided in the northern part by the Estuary  of the Humber, the now famous 
Hum ber Bridge v irtua lly  splits the County of Hum berside into two parts. I am 
therefore delighted that M rs  Dorothy Stokes agreed to help by representing 
South Hum berside and M rs D oris  Cook one of the L in c s members, Lincolnsh ire, 
leaving me to concentrate on North Hum berside and the C ity  of H u ll.

On Decem ber 5th, the 6 North Hum berside members met at my home and all 
agreed that e ffo rts should be made to extend the membership. It was decided 
that invitations to hear more about the A ssoc ia tion  be sent to older m em bers in 
N. Hum berside and Hull (with the County O rgan ise r 's  approval) to attend a 
m eeting at Cottingham  on M arch  26th. On Decem ber 16th over 60 elderly 
members from  S. Hum berside were invited to a buffet lunch organised by 
M rs  Stokes at the A rea  O rgan ise r 's  home. Everyone enjoyed the day and the 
A ssoc ia tion  m em bership increased by 15.

Four more enrolm ents in North Hum berside brings their membership to 29.
By the end of M arch  it is hoped to treble that figure. L inco lnsh ire  - 
M rs  Cook sent personal letters to local centres as a result of which 200 "o lder" 
members in the County have shown interest in joining the Association. In 
addition certain m em bers have agreed to organise a group in their own Centre.
M rs Cook has also volunteered to v isit Centres to help with the form ation of 
Groups and the credit for this progress is entirely due to her knowledge of her 
County and her own enthusiasm ."

A rea  4, South Y o rk s M etropolitan  Counties. M rs  L. Ze ig ler in her first report 
writes, "O ur m em bership is grow ing steadily. We had a most enjoyable Christm as 
lunch in Leeds and are planning to have a sum m er m eeting in one of our m em bers' 
homes. We all look forw ard to the Annual General M eeting at Pudsey".

M ID L A N D S  D IV IS IO N . A rea  2, East M id lands Counties.

Nottingham sh ire . By courtesy of the Rushc liffe  D istr ic t  Council, the R ushc liffe  
Group of the A ssoc ia tion  held its second Annual Buffet Luncheon in the 
Banqueting Suite of the Rushc liffe  Council C iv ic  Centre  on the 20th October 1983. 
The chief guests were Councillo r M rs  Tutin (representing the M ayor) and 
M rs Ida Hobbs, the A rea  Organiser. M rs  Nancy Hill, the Branch Chairm an, 
presided. M rs  A ly s  Tyler, the A ssoc ia tion  A rea  Representative, M rs  Lo is  Bentley, 
W RVS County O rgan iser and M rs Doreen Martin, the Deputy A rea  O rgan iser were 
also present. The 70 m em bers attending enjoyed an excellent lunch and this was 
followed by a c iv ic  greeting given by Councillo r M rs  Tutin. M rs Hobbs gave a 
short talk on "Look ing  back over the years" and ended by an am using m odelling 
of the hats worn over the past years by W VS/W RVS. The raffle, the prizes for 
which were given by the Group Com m ittee, raised £27.00.

Future events include a coffee m orning to be held at the Park Pavilion, West 
Bridgford, a lunch at the well-known C larendon College  Restaurant and a visit 
to a matinee at the Theatre R o yal.

This Group is also form ing a W elfare Sub Com m ittee  and is appealing to its 
members around the D istr ic t  to serve on this.

(Editor: We all wish you good luck with this most worthwhile venture).
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Le iceste r C it y . Narrative  reports "A  most enjoyable v isit to Boughton House 
in Northam ptonshire  was arranged by M rs  Helena Cooper and a coach-load of 
A ssoc ia tion  members spent an afternoon at this stately home, one of the 
residences of the Duke of Buccleuch. The house was full of interest, containing 
m agnificent paintings, china, etc. One of the guides turned out to be a Northants 
W RVS member; conversations turned quickly to hospital trolley shops!"

A rea  3. West M id land M etropolitan  C oun ty . M rs  Kenrick  reports, "A fte r  a 
couple of coffee m eetings in the Spring to make arrangem ents for the 
A sso c ia t ion 's  A G M , the great day dawned and we were much delighted by the 
numbers who were able to join us from  all parts of the country and for the kind 
letters and com m ents we received afterwards.

A fte r  that we rested on our laurels till early September when members joined a 
coach party on a day 's  outing to Waddesdon Manor, a very successful and much 
enjoyed expedition.

Fo llow ing the last London Com m ittee  in October, we had another coffee m eeting 
at which everyone was encouraged to knit vests. F inally, we had our usual 
New  Y e a r 's  lunch at the College  of Food, at which 14 members were present."

H O M E C O U N T IE S / A N GL1A D IV IS IO N . A rea  3, East A n g lia . M rs  C laydon 
reports excellent co-operation with A rea  O rgan iser and that all County 
Representatives work close ly with their County  and D istr ic t  O rganisers.

In N orfo lk  - Great Yarm outh  held their first "G et Together" buffet lunch in 
March.

Essex - Southend have once again an active Group with 28 members. They hold 
m onthly m eetings w ith tea, raffle, chat, at 20p per member and the m eetings 
are well attended. A  new Group has been started in Co lchester under the 
leadership of M rs  Rogers; 20 m em bers have already enrolled.

SO U T H  E A S T  D IV IS IO N . A rea  1. M iss Cooke reports that each County  now 
has its Representative  and this has already led to an increase in membership 
and activities.

Surrey has 13 new members and are busily kn itting vests. W averley D istr ic t  
held a lunch on M arch  12th at Farnham  to discuss arrangem ents for future 
meetings. W oking D is tr ic t  held its third A G M  and Coffee  M orn ing  on M arch  1st, 
and are proposing to v isit R H S  Gardens at W isley, hold a Garden Party  in June 
or July, v is it Ch ichester Theatre in September and hold a Lunch on October 18th.

East Kent held their first reunion in Decem ber when m em bers were entertained 
to lunch by the County  Staff. A  sim ilar get-together w ill be held in Spring or 
early Summer.

Hastings. This Group has had two Coffee  M ornings and are planning a party 
to v isit m em bers' gardens at daffodil time.

West Kent are holding a Buffet Lunch in Maidstone.

East Sussex - Hove are starting a branch of the Association.

Brighton held a very successful C hristm as Party  - all members received a 
Christm as card. A  Coffee  M orn ing is held in the D istr ic t  O ffice  m onthly and 
they hope to have outings in the Summer.

Eastbourne held a Coffee  M orn ing in Novem ber.
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Area  2. M rs  Albrow, Secretary Hants County Group reports on a super Luncheon 
Party  in Portsm outh in October and Tea in Fareham  in Decem ber. A  Spring Tea 
Party  is planned and then their m id-Sum m er re-union in the New Forest. Owing 
to transport d ifficu ltie s Portsm outh, Gosport, Fareham  and Southam pton usually 
combine for their "d o 's " .

M rs  Grebby, Secretary Dorset County Group reports on a happy Tea Party  at 
W imborne in February attended by 28 members from  Dorchester, Weymouth, 
Swanage, Poole and W imborne D istric ts. M em bers have asked to meet tw ice a 
year in form ally  and the use of a lovely garden has been offered for early Summer.

S O U T H  W EST  D IV IS IO N . A rea  1, South East.

M rs  Barker reports: Avon  County. On Novem ber 17th between 20 and 30 
m em bers attended the Annual County Get-Together held in the Conference Room  
at the County O ffice  by invitation of the County Organiser, M rs M o lly  Coghill. 
A fte r the usual chat and rem iniscencing over a cup of tea, the Area Representative 
spoke of her trip to the Far East and the exciting v isits to Singapore, Thailand, 
Manilla, Hong Kong  and fina lly  to various cities in Japan, including Tokyo. The 
recita l also included a traum atic encounter, while in the China Seas, with a 
typhoon - happily with no serious consequencies. Later a buffet lunch was much 
enjoyed by all present.

G loucestersh ire . M rs  L ittlew ood reports: Our Autum n m eeting was held as 
usual at the County  O ffice  by kind perm ission of our County Organiser,
M rs  E. M orris. There was a good attendance and we had as our Speaker a 
G loucester Probation O ffice r who told us a great deal about the duties and 
responsib ilities of the Service, g iv ing exam ples of the problems, d ifficu ltie s and 
lim itations of the work. It was quite clear his audience enjoyed very much his 
talk.

(Editor: Mrs Littlewood who has done so much to build up a very lively 
County Group in Gloucestershire resigned as County Association Represent- 
ative at the end of November. We welcome in her place Mrs J. Sell, ex 
Deputy County Organiser).

Area  2, South West. Devon N o rth . M iss  M. Scott, County Organiser, Devon 
North, in her County Annual Report writes: "Interest has been revived in the
County thanks to M rs  P. Ham ilton: all known m em bers were contacted and a
successful m eeting was held at the beginning of Decem ber when M rs E. Barker 
spoke about W RV S and what the A ssoc ia tion  meant. M rs  A. Flem ing, A rea  
Organiser, spoke about today 's activ itie s."

IT 'S  A  S M A L L  W O R L D

In reporting on the work for the A y r  Renfrew  Batta lion of the A rm y Cadet 
Force  Annual Cam p held in North  Scotland, the C ity  of Hull C ity  O rganiser 
added a footnote: "In  the sm all v illage of M ontifie th  near the camp, I asked
a lady the time - she touched m y collar and said, 'W R V S '.  I was absolutely 
astounded - was it really stamped on my forehead? She went on, 'I 'd  know that 
blouse anyw here!' I realised I was wearing my old maroon uniform  blouse.
She told me that she had retired as E SO  for Strathclyde and was now running 
the W VS/W RVS Assoc ia tion  in the area to which she had moved. What a small 
world it is when you belong to our wonder Service."

W R V S  IN  W A L E S  says it with flowers

M ore  and more members are becom ing disenchanted with the accepted and 
expensive com m ercia l means of sending sprays, bouquets and wreaths to another 
location, so now Wales is asking members to do it instead. Resu lt - delightful 
arrangem ents arrive  and are so appreciated.

- 10 -



We have received several letters fo llow ing the obituary on M ary  G ray in the last 
Newsletter. We think that members of the A ssoc ia tion  who worked with M ary  
in the Fa r East w ill be interested in the fo llow ing from  M rs Kaye  Holmes, who 
was Kaye  M arsha ll (753) and now lives at

"M a ry  was in Singapore when I arrived in January 1946. She was a very warm 
person and was so very kind to me ... WVS gave me the opportunity to broaden 
my horizons and I packed a whole higher education into two years. June 1946 
found me in Hong Kong - M urie l Cow ell and Daphne Strong were A rea  O rgan isers 
there. I worked for most of my time at W hitfield Barracks, first w ith Indian 
troops. When my contract was up I decided to return to England via Canada.
Eileen Hannay joined me and we left on the 'G enera l Gordon ' still fitted out as 
a troop ship. On our arriva l at Honolulu we were interviewed by a reporter and 
later found a picture of ourselves sharing the front page of the local newspaper 
with one of our Queen, on the occasion of her engagem ent to Prince  Philip.
When we reached White R ock  two young Canadian  Custom s O ffice rs decided 
Canada needed women like us and stamped our passports with landed im m igrant 
status, thus enabling us to get work right away. I have lived in Canada ever since. 
If it has not been for W VS I doubt whether I would have been in Canada.

I have been back to Honolulu and seen the drastic change from  three hotels on 
W aikik i beach to the present concrete jungle. Next month my husband (now 
retired) and I are going on a 2  1/4 months P ac ific  c ircu it trip. Am ong the places 
we shall be v isit ing  in Singapore is Changi Jail where my husband, an Englishm an, 
was a P.O.W. with the Japs for years and worked on the infam ous railroad.
I also was in the Changi Jail a couple of tim es helping R A P W I locate m issing 
persons, so my husband and I w ill be going back in totally d ifferent circum stances. 
A t  last we shall have time to do this and make some other v isits w e 've  been 
planning for years."

From  M rs  M arjorie  E. Coates of Cowplains, Portsm outh

" I notice in the A ssoc ia tion  New sletter (No.19) that m em bers are not w riting 
to you. Perhaps this may be of interest.

The Com m ittee  of the Cow plains Darby & Joan Club, eight m em bers in all, 
joined the A ssoc ia tion  in 1981. Four of our m em bers have had their Golden 
Weddings over the last 2 or 3 years and three members have received their 
M edals and C la sp s since 1973. Two members, active  W VS/W RVS for over 70 
years between them are still in harness with the Darby & Joan C lub although 
well into their seventies. Is this a record ? We all love the work we do.
Hope this letter w ill send the ball rolling.

C U L IN A R Y  H IN T  

Skin on custard! U gh !

To avoid such a reaction, just sprinkle a little  sugar on the surface of the 
custard. It really works.

( M r s  D o r o t h y  C o u r t n e y  a s k s  f o r  so m e  f u r t h e r  o r i g i n a l  h o u s e h o l d : 
H i n t s  o r  R e c i p e s  f o r  N o v e m b e r  N e w s l e t t e r ) .

V EST  T H E R A P Y  - from  Suffolk

A  lady who broke her w rist continued to attend a "w ork party". She couldn 't 
and w ouldn 't do anything. Deep depression. Then came the V EST S. A  
friend was knitting. She tried. Now  com petition as to who can turn out the 
most. A  changed lady - with a purpose.

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  

Death of M ary  Gray
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D E S ID E R A T A

M rs O live  Mason of W ilm slow  writes:

"... I would like to say how much I enjoy the New sletters. I am a fa irly  ‘new 
g ir l ' in the A ssoc ia tion  but an old member of W R V S  having com pleted m y 27 
years this year and was very honoured to receive the B E M  in the New  Y e a r 's  
Honours. I am, however, rea lly  w riting to say how much I was moved by the 
poem 'D e side ra ta '.  M y  grand-daughter was being confirm ed recently and I had 
searched for some words to enclose in the card we had for her. E x tracts from  
this poem were the perfect answer - I thought it was beautiful. Thank you so 
much for sharing if w ith us ...".

M rs  D oris  Chaplin  of Brighton writes:

"Y ou  may be interested to hear that I have Desiderata on the wall above my desk. 
Very good words of advice which I have known for past 10 years ...".

O B IT U A R IE S

We are sorry  to learn since the publication o f our last New sletter of the deaths 
of the fo llow ing members:

M rs L. A lco ck  - G reater M anchester
M iss  M . H. Barnes - Kent
M rs  J. B ird  - Avon
M iss  H. M . Cooper - G loucestershire
M iss  P .K .H arrison  - G reater M anchester
M rs  M .M . Jennings - Cam bridge
M rs  D. A. M orton  - Northum bria
M iss  R. E. P rio r - Nottingham shire

N E W Y E A R  H O N O U R S  1984 

Congratu lations are extended to the follow ing:

O B E

M rs  M a ry  Garland A rea  O rganiser, South W est D iv ision, A rea  1.

M B E

M rs  Dorothy J. Hughes County  Organiser, Northum berland
M rs Jean R. M. Neville  County  Organiser, L inco lnsh ire

B E M

M rs D orothy  B ishop M etropolitan  Organiser, W olverham pton
M rs Sy lv ia  H. C a ldw e ll-Sm ith D istr ic t  Organiser, M id -Su ffo lk
M rs Lou isa  L. Co les V illage  Representative, Borough Green, Kent.
M rs Robina N. Kennedy Adm in istra tive  A ssistant, Edinburgh D istr ic t
M rs  Sheelah B. M . Lucas Chairm an, C rox ley  House, Residentia l Club,

R ickm answ orth.
M rs Frances M . Solle London Borough Organiser, H am m ersm ith
Lady M oyra  C. Streatfe ild  M eals on Wheels Organiser, Ay lesbury

F O R  S E R V IC E S  TO T H E  C O M M U N IT Y

O BE

Lady Hesketh County O rganiser, Northam ptonshire
M rs Em ily  L. (Judy) Brown V illage  Representative/M eals on Wheels, Rye.
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