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WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES

FoR B EEh "DERENCE

THE BULLETIN,.

April, 1940,
No, 6.

A TETIR FRGQ THS CHATRMAHN.

" During the past months Centres have, I know, had a very busy time
and it is therefore with mich deep apyreciation that I express my thanks
to you for all you have done - pc-.rtlcularly for the co-operation and
- help so rany of you have shown in completing the Quest:l.onna:l.re sent out

.. by the Statistics Department.

... "I should like you to know thaet we at Headquarters do realise the
‘extra ime and trouble taken in looking up files and providing these
I‘f'lg.lres.- Many of you may have been wondering if the work involved is
‘really serving a useful purpose generally, Please do let me give you
my personal assurance that it does so most emphatically, ° -

Before the War, I represented W.V.S, on the Central National Service

Commitiee and the figures supplied to this Committee were the best
indication it could have of the woy in which woren were responding to the
appeal for the Civil Defence Services, The W,V,S, figures were included
always in the National Service Statistics presentéd to lMembers of the
. House of Commons by Sir John Anderson, and only just recently when I had

to give endence before a House of Commons' Committee, I was able to
apeak with the assurance which a sound basis of facts and figures give,

The results of ‘the very comprehensive ouest:.ormalre recently
eiroulated by the Statistics Departuent are being awaited with the
greatest interest, as they vill show the shifting of women's enrolments
from one service to anmher as well as new enro]ments ‘since the wax.

“ e had hoped in this issue of the Bullet:.n to mclude a. Report
on Stuatistics, but a small number of Centres have not-yet returned the
questionnaire and so the Report will be held up until the next issue
when I hope to give you a most intéresting picture of the state of
" enrolments at the present time, The Statistics Department will then be
. in the position to give full information to Centres in all Regions,

—




EDITORTIAL,

THE REGIONAL CONFERENCE AT CAMBRIDGE.

The first W.V.S. Residential Regional Conference was held at
Newnham College, Cawmbridge on March 28th and 29th for Region IV¥. The
Regional Administrator and her staff are to be congratulated on the
outcane of their venture. The choice of place was a happy one. The
spirit of peace and serenity which always haunts a college in one of
the older Universities, was welcomed by women who had came fram the
anxieties and difficulties of the first winter of the war, The setting
0f green lawns and gracious common-rooms; the gense of freedom and
intimacy of college life; the excellence of college catering;  all
these played no small part in the success of the Conference. The
thanks of W.V.S. must go out to the College Authorlties, who made
this setting and atmosphere possible.

The programme was an ambitious one. After dinner, the Conference
was addressed by the Regional Commissioner and the Chairman, At the
various sessions, food-rationing and provisioning in war-time were
considered; and acounts were given of work in a Borough Centre (by a
York representatlve) and in a village centre. There was discussion on
welfare work for the Pighting Services, Canteen Services, Salvage and
on the great problems aof Evacuation - clothing, cammunal feeding and the
new Evacuation scheme,

that were some of the general points that emerged? There was
the enumeration by the Regional Commissioner of the important fields
for W,V.S. activity in the future - particularly in the staffing of
report and control centres at night and at week-ends; in recruiting
for the Civil Nursing Reserve (a special problem of Region IV); above
all in the influencing of public opinion, "our greatest invisible export"
in Lady Reading's words. - Rumours must be "sterilised" and, should
disaster come, people must be gncovraged to dwell, not on the tnevitable
horrors, but rather on the fortitude displayed.

We came away with a renewed conviction of the importance of training,
whether it be for Civil Defence, for Canteen work, for Child Velfare, if
W.V.S. is going to be able to take the strains and stresses which will be
laid upon it in time of emergency. Mrs. Huxley's words "don't trespass"
rang in our ears, "Service without overlapping" Lady Reading had called
it., We must at all costs avoid attempting to de the work of existing
organisations; we must be content to "stand by" if need be, and wait to
be called upon ~ that most difficult of all occupatiens - and at the same
time, be ready to undertake any task, however formidable, if the call
should came.

The Cambridge Conference was an unqualified success, "I've heard
the W.V.S. symphony at last from the stalls," said the Centre Orgeniser
from a remote corner of the Region as we drove to the station.'I don't
mind going back to my cormet now in the depths of the orchestra, I know
how it all sounds in front, which I didn't before ".
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1940 ~ EVACSUATION ECHEME.

S T —

The Government 1940 evacuation scheme has been launched, It will epply to
unacnompanied schoolchildren and it will only be carried out if air raids develop
on a serious scale,

There is, however, much to be done at the moment, and many preparations to be made
if it is to be possible to put the plan ﬁmoothly and successfully into operation at a
time of great stress. This article atiempls <o describe not so much the many
arvangerients which will have to be made by the locel authorities and by those
responsible for transport, but rather the meny gaps which can only be bridged by the
service of voluntary workers.

hen children have been registered wider the new ovacuation scheme every effort
should be marde to have them prepaced Jor evaswation. They will be medically examined
on registration and efforts waﬂn to pure them of any condition which will walre them
unsuitable for billeting, Avervthing debends cn the co-operation of the parents and
the best approach to them is described in the words o the ifinistry of Health
Memorandum "Every mother will wish her child to arcive at his new home in a state in
which he will be gladly welcomed!

Parents will receive a list of clotiuing which should be gent with the child and

they should be urged to send on afterwards anv garment which he is not able to carry.
. Some parents may hesitate to send theilr children beceause they are unable to clothe

* them adequately, and those who are receiviiy either Unemwloyn&nt Assistance or Publie
Assistance should be assured that they will be able to apply for extra help in
providing the necessary clothes if evacuation bucomes necessary. There are, however,
a number of parents who are on the border-line of poverty: those on low wages and
those with large families. There are sure to be some who will not bLe able to =upply
the clothing considered necessary, and surely it is only reasonable that if they have
to be helped from voluntary sources this should be done by the HEvacuation and not the
Reception end, and above all not by the hostess.  This should be the responsibility
of voluntary organisations and work parties of all kials in the Nvacuatios airea, and
they should start thinking of it now,

The enrolment of helpers is another irportant work in the Evacuation area, a large
nunber will be required as escoris for th: jowrney; active sensible people must be
found and those responsible for en:ollzug shou;u male this mental test - "Would I

like tc trust my own child to this helper on a journcy?"  The helper will have to be
responsible for not one, but 10-15 uhilﬁ““v ﬂ*he“ picled helpers = hard workers
willing to put up with some discomfort «~ are also recuired who would act as escorts

and remain for a few weeks to work in Lhe “ul CENe uy noatels!,

In the Reception Areas everythinc possible ghould pe done to persuade householders
to share with their neighbours in leoking af'ter the children, 7ut this in turm will
best be achieved by giving the householders contidence that the worst troubles of the
past will not occur again. - Householders would be fayr more willing to of'fer billets
if they were sure that the children would cowe clean and properly clothed; that they
would not have to look after them during illness; that they would not be expected tn
of fer hospitality to parents, and that their burden would be lightened by the provision
of communal meals and leisure time occupations for the children. To achieve all this,
much work and ef'fort is needed both from the local "authorities and the voluntary workers.
It means arrangements for medical inspeclioun on arrival in cese it has not been possible
at the other end, and it means the ear-marking and proviciomal preparation of an adecuate
number of hostels and sick hays. Where commmal feeding has not been staried,
preperations will be recuired if the idea is popular to the prospective hostesses: A
clothing depot may be needed and a system mist be worked out for sending requests for
clothing to the evacuating authority who unuulu arra.ge for the parents to be visited.
In the matter of parents! visits clubs should if possible be started and the householders
should be given moral backing by assuraiug then that they are not beinz inhossitable in
refusing to give the parents free neals, bubt that they should take a firm line on the
matter from the start. /s podis € o m\r_ntu. G B Oursrne Lamslogss KoCine Sy Tonpatnd
iy T, ALy e & v f.lft:-.

The last evacuation was a test of “wansport and organisation, the next may well
be a test of the courage and calmness ol women and children moving under conditions of
great difficulty and danger, The W.V.S, shovld be prepared to supply the necessary
example and leadership, as well as to ach as the very ynegegsary link between the
authorities and the individuals who are concerned as househollers, parents and
evacuated children,
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MOBILE CANTEENS.

The Mobile Canteen Department at Headquerters is running a
demonstration model canteen, which is attending Group A.R.P. Exercises and
Regional Exercises whenever asked. Training is being arranged and a
small corps of volunteers has been recruited to assist in the running of
mobile canteen units anywhere. Anyone in London wishing to gain experience
of this work is invited to come out on the Canteen.

A leaflet with descriptions and approximate prices of different
vehicles will shortly be issued; dinformation on how mobile canteen problems
are being met throughout the country, how vans and buses are being adapted
and converted, ete, will be welcomed by the Mobile Canteen Department so
that enguirers may be put into touch with people who can assist them in

solving similar difficulties.

TAXE IT OR LEAVE IT.

If you've enjoyed this simple meal,
The gteaming pie of ham and veal,

The coffee and the treacle tart,

Do, we beseech you, have a heart

And see that when you .leave -to-day
You do not take your PLATE away.

The wayfarer who gratefully sups
Should not, we feel, remove the CULS,
Nor, as he idly sits and talks

Should fill his pockets full of FORKS.
It isn't YOU, of eourse. that's clear,
Who makes the CRUETS disappear,

Not one of you, we know, would take
The XNIFE with which you cut the cake.
BPut someone does, so please be kind
And leave the CUTLERY behind.

V.G
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A telephone rings - a voice says "“Women's Voluntary Services -
Headquarters - Information," A pause; then "If you will be good
enough to give me full particulars we will do our best to help you."
A hand seizes a pencil and a " job" slip. "OF course," the voice continues,
"you will realise that it is not too easy to get a full time voluntary
shorthand typist." The hand writes on, but now the shop door opens and a
middle aged lady enters, She approaches the General Inquiries Desk and
says bluntly, "Can you teach me to knit?" "I am sure our knitting expert
will be glad to help you," says lirs, A, and indicates the middle desk.

Again the door opens; now it is an elderly gentleman peering fearfully
round., "My wife has asked me to call, otherwise I wouldn' dare to venture
amongst so many ladies - but she works down with the W.V.S. in Sussex and knows
you can help her," "Certainly," smiles Mirs, B. "Didn't I see you on the 'bus
coming down Victoria Street?" Friendly rzlations thus established all pgoes
well with his enguiry about conditicns in the W.A.A.F.S.

A thin figure, in a threadbare coat comes wistfully up to hiss C - one of
the Interviewers on duty -~ and says "You remember me - is there anything to-day?
I am so tired of going to the Labour Ixchange and being told that I am too old.
‘What does Lir. Churchill mean by saying one million women will be wanted - I
can't get anything although I worked in a munition factory during the last war.
But I must say its guite a pleasure to come in here - it's a great improvement
on the old room,"

"Do sit and let's see what can be done," says lMiss C. "Excuse me the
'phone again - will you put this call through to Evacuation please?" A voice
from across the room says in a stage whisper, "The Fleet Air-Arm Comforts are
they to be knitted in Air Force or Navy Blue?"

At the other Interviewer's Desk an old lady of 70 odd is offering her
services as an ambulance driver. "Of course, I can't drive, but I've used
a bicycle for years - so it should be quite easy.”

A boy waves a telegram, calling out "lirs, Jones," "Now which Mrs. Jones
is that - we'd better try the Registry."

"Good morning Sir, - you want full particulars about Queen Alexandra's
Naval Nursing Service? For your daughter? Oh, I see for your new nqvel. Yesl
I quite realise the importance of accuracy in these matters., I1'll just get

the address from our files."

"Canteen work in the evenings - somewhere near your office in Flget St?eet?
Wie shall almost certainly be able to fix you up. Would you mind taking this
slip up to the Canteen Department, Thank you so much, No = please don't
bother to shut the door., I'm just going up fto our Canteen myself, to get a

cup of coffeel"
E I . 15 . S .
Sayings of the lionth,

Miss Tatham: "W.V.S. meet leave trains at Vietoria, They "thin-out"
' the Union Jack Club."

An Official: "The louse has displaced the gold-fish as a household pet."

Lady Reading; "Have a touch that never hurts and a heart that never hardens."
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"BRITANNTA IS A WQUAN."

In the last Bulletin mention was made of the completion of the film,
"Britannia is a Woman," made by British Movietonews with the co-operation of
Women's Voluntary Services and supervised'by Mrs. Dunbar. The film was »riginally
designed for private screanipg only in Americé, but has proved of guch interest
that a ten minute short for exhibition in the British Isles and sther countries
.has been prepared. Ilembers of the Vomen's voluﬁtary Services in Scotland, in
the Midlands,Iin the Eastern Counties and in the Hoﬁe éounties gave the fullest
_aybsaible assistarce. | |
Lady Sanderson organised the local fishermen ana.w V.S. members at Cromer
"fdr a sdeﬁe reﬁresenting the arrival ¢f shipwrecked sallors. On the morning
that thl% was belng filmed a blizzard arcse and.sﬁoﬁ froze the werks of the
camera. The agonlsad expressions on the faces of the shipwrecked and rescuers
were raalfl |

At‘ﬂeamington Mrs. Ryland and Miss Brothérton at a few minutes notice
persuaded the local Electric Company to run cables from an:adjbining house tm
enable shots £o be taken in the Sick-Bay for children. ‘

In Northamptonshlre, Mrs. MacIlwaine arranged shots, covering every
ccncelvable type of W.V.S. activity and including an operatlcn at which Nursing
-‘Auxilisries were in attendance. .

In dhichester the Electric Light Company had to dig up a whole street
-before 10 o'clock in the mcrﬁing in ;rder to lay lighting cables in the Assembly
Rooms where Her 1fajesty was to lunch with 250 evacuees. In'Scotland shooting
- was held uplso'that'the camera ﬁan could rush off to film a raid on the Pirth
o Forth. |

A private screening of the American version of the film was held at the

New Gallery Cinema, on 11th March. Among those present were:-

Sir John Anderson, Minister of Home Security.

Sir John Reith, Minister of Information.

Mr. John Colville, Secretary of State for Scotland.

Mr. Ogilvie, Director General of the B.B.C.

Sir Edward Villiers of the Film Department of the Mlnlstry of
Information.

gnd representatives of the Home Office, Ministry of Health,IMinistry of
Infcrmation; Ministry of Supily, Board of Education, Treasury, L.G.C., and
Representatives of the W.V.S. Advigory Couneil and Sub-Committees.

The film will be generally releaged in Gaumont British Cinemas on

Whit Monday.
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YORK CASUALTY BURKAU.

(from the Yorkshire evening press).

Not a mere feather but a remarkably find plume was put in the cap of
the York Women's Voluntary Services when the Corporation decided to entrust
them with the organisation of the city's offiicial Casualty Information

Bureau,

 After much discussion and readjustment it is now in such good working
order that members of the Council recently congratulated those responsible.

Since September, when the scheme was first developed, a kind of “brains
trust" (or the skeleton staff) has been trying to perfect the plan, Detalls
have been altered but the principle remains, and that is a great tribute to
the success of the originator who admitted the difficulty of finding flaws
in cne's om "echild". Anyhow, the "child" is over its tecthing troubles,
iE past the toddling stage, and is, in fact, running well, :

The necessity of this most important offshoot of the VW.V.S. is obvious,
Think of the chaos that might follow a severe air raid. Without some special
organisation, loecal hospitals weuld be inundated with personal and
telephonic inquiries; to ftake that burden off their shoulders is the chief
task -of "the new Bureau, -

: Particulars of name , address, age, injury and place to which the .
oasu&lty has been taken will be written on forms and sent down from the
first aid posts and hospitals to the Bureau, where the offiecial records
will be kept anfi all inquiries answered,

Personnel of about 40 for both of the 12 houz shifts has been allocated,
and in a raid will report for duty an hour and a half after the all clear,

« .Numerous practices held under realistic conditions, with messages
coming in by telephone and inguiries made from personal callers, have
proved the Bureau's efficiency.

Most of the practices have been excellent, but the morale of the
staff was rather upset on one occasion when a member, entrusted with the
#acred preparation of the "fake" casualty sheets assumed that eeveral
celebritics were in York at the time of the supposed raid - and gave
each a most incongruous complaint! '

Sl Thomas Beacham s umually dignified demeanour was seriously
impaired by shock and'a burnt trunk; that non-angelic girl, Mae West,
instead of inviting the boys to ”come up and gee her some time) was
wildly hysterical with mustard gas poisoning. As for Marlene Dietrich,
all such preoccupatlon as being ethereal, exotic and "mysterious" were
engirely superseded by a practical ,peoulatlon of the 1nsuranca payable En

severely singed syelashes.

W.V.S., members have been conscientious in attending practices and
have learned the work quickly.

Perhaps of all jobs the televhonists have the most difficult time,
as they have to take down lopg lists of casualties. Herea knowledge of
medical phrasbology is a great advantage, as one member felt, having
made a glorious howler over the term "frqcturcd base,

At practlcea many helpful suggestions have been put forward, but
there 'have also been other voices asking (apparently with good 1ntention),
"Wouldn't it be better ifeosianes?" or "Don't you thinle thati L se smamnte 21

PortunatPly, paclflcatlon of the pessimists is fairly simple, but
no answer has yet been forthecming to the questioner who asked, quite
innocently, the best corker of all: "what happens if the W.V,S. is

blown UPssesessaes?”
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ARSINE. (ARSKNUSTUED HYDROGHN). - THE "NEW" GAS,

A good deal of idle rumour has been prevalent with regard to a "new"
gas, and in addition, statements have been heard that the respirator is of
ne protection against it '

Before the war, all A.R.P. Instructors taught.classes that no credence
should be placed on any rumours of this kind, and in consequence the amount of
"chatter" about this so-called "new" gas has apparently been fairly negligible
amongst members of the A.R,P, Services, but unfortunately the same cannot be
said for the general public who, through lack of knowledge, almost invariably
'beLJevg in any rumour which they hear,

; Tn 1950 Avsinuretted Fydrogen was mentioned in a certain manual as one of

the types of gas which was not likely to be used as an offensive weapon, but
which might be met with in circumstances engendered by war. It was more
particularly stated to be & gas which could, under some conditions, be produced
in certain submarines by the use orf impure materials in the batteries,

So it may be seen that this is not by any means a "new" gas, but one of
which every competent chemist has been aware for a considerable time, knowing
both its propoerties and ifs Jlimitatlions.

Arsinuretted Hyﬁ*owun must not be confused with the gases DIPHENYL
CHLOROARSINE (D. A, ); DIFHENYL ALTNE CHLOROARSINE (D.l, ); and DIPHENYL
» CYANARSINE (D.C, ), the "nose" gases, These latter are arsenical TOXIC smokes
cand not true pases, ARSINE is a true gas and might be liberated in its gas
form or as a powder called CAICIVM ARSHNIDE (resembling Calcium Carbide in
appearance) which generates drgine gas when in contact with moisture,

CHARACGTERISTIOCS :

AS A GAS.,  This is a non-persistent gas, invisible, and with no smell except in
extremcly high concentrations when there might be a faint smell of garlic,
something similar to mugtard gas. It diffuses rapidly..

AS A POWDER. The powder called Caleium Arsenide will be visible as a greyish
white powder on the ground, giving off NO SMELL.

In contact with moisture, it will give off Arsine for a period up to éne hour,
while chemieal reaction iz taking place. '

It does not corrode metals, now doss it produce blisters upon affected persong,

Water into:which the powder has fullen will be contaminated, and LUST NOT BE
USED UNTIL IT HAS BEFN TREATED BY THF MNEDICAL AUTHORITIES.

LIMITATIONU.

The rapid diffusion of the gas when liberated, is a severe llmitatlon e
its use, I% can be used in the following ways:-.

1. As a gas in large aircraft bombs.
2. From projectors or oylinders.
. '3, ' AS powder spray {rom airecraft,
4, In powder form from projectiles ok bombs,

Used as a gas from the air ~onnunill ations would be effective in a
strictly local sense.

In powder form, the gas would have to be used at frequent intervals,
€.8., every day over o veriod if low concentrations having cumilative effect
were to be obtained. et

These limitations make it improbable that Arsine could be used as an
effective weapon from the air upon eivilian populations, .

FROTECTTON :

The Government respiratois glve protection against the concentrations
which are likely to be met with as a result of air attack,




THE VOLULTELRS.

by
P.Y,80tts.
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o They came into the squarc in oncs and twos from the side streets, on

- .. -~foatb, sore toting bundles in their hands and sone with rucksacksy It was
beginning to be dusk, without roon or stars., . fow cars drove up laden
with men and kit and girls to sce them off but mostly the men arrived alone,

inconspicuous in the fading light, to gather quietly before the doorway of a

house on the west side of the square, They were all in nufti; mnost of then

were hatless and in raincoats, as if out for an evening stroll, but when one

man, who rrrived by himself by toxi, pansed under the pinprick of light from

a lanp-standard to fish rmoney out of an inmer pocket to pay the driver, a fur
'- Jerkin shoved underncath the raincca®,

\ mobile canteen was olycady jacked up beside the paverment with wonen
moving ahout inside handing out rugs of tea and paper pé.cl:été of hanm sendwiches
end cake for the mén to take away. It was 1lit inside by E!."blue bulb and there

" .wicpre blue curtains at the windoww., A shaft Of. light _fron fho serving=hatch
defined sharply without bril]-iance the faces of the m.-e.n-ﬂ.'.rithin its pitch bub
beyoind it the rmen were featureless in the nightfall, a hﬁndred and fifty of
them or more, gathered around the steps in front of the house, /. man ceme out

7 T 08 the house on to the steps, stood outlined ageinst the faintly lighted hall
"7 behind hinm and began to call the voll in a ringing officer's voices

: "Bryanti"

"Yesgiri®

'.‘Gormaclc! "

"Yessiri"

g MCox-Fisher...Cozens...Deane..." The voice rang on.."Vandenvelbsse

Wakeling! Wishart! Vyldel!

£ "Tes SIR!"

"The officer commanding you on tl ¢ Journey will be lir.trovelyan. Some of
you will know him already bubt for thosge of you who do not I ‘ﬂ.ll ask lirsTrevelyan
to cdie up and stond beside ne here so that you can all sce him 'by the light of
my torch." And the beam flashed over .o daxk Face of a man of thirty in a

rough tweed overcoat with the collar turned up; flashed over and &ff, while the
strong ringing voice went on, to spealt of the difficuliies a.nd delays that
might lie before them on their way to Tinland and of the need for forti’cuda
good humour and. good faith, "= slnll not have an oppor‘t:mutj to SPe&c to you
at the stau:r.on so I will say this to you now: qood luclc and a ha.ppy return, and
mnay it be as true of you as it wee of the men under the cormand of a wery great
" Boldior who 53.16.; e trusted them and they never Pailed US.'", ._

The men clapped and chesied, but so'tf;‘tly, with _tha subdued air of men who

/exe




are of the sare nind but not yet knowm to one another, strangers who will
be comrades before the night is oute. In the deepening night, solitary in the
rn.idr]ie of the square, the coluwmed church waited, a ship at anchor, with the
roadway channeling pagt on cither side, »ippling and murmuring with voices,
_ "Will you maxrch to the station, or what?" I asked a stocky ran who was
drinking tea by the canteen. v

"Don't know. Don't even Jmow which sbatione Hope thereill be trensport
anyhow. Lilie to come with ug?" .

"Too cold where youlre going.!

"We'd find a way of kecping waim."

"Chasing Russian hears?" .

“laybe. They'll run when they ses me = I was-in the Black Watoh +ill
last summer, Laddies from hell, IYll see them run, all right."

"What about your friend? He wasn‘t in the Black Watch, was he?" He was
smooth-faced, gangling, tow-headed.

"Iy mate's the baby of the party, Seventeen, he is,"

"What part are you from?" I asked Baby. Baby grimmed and shuffled.

"oxwich, I was butchering there,"

NMnd you had to come to London to volunteex?"

"Yesg"

MSome of these chaps have walked from Wales" 'put in the laddie from hell.

Four buses, dimly 1lit, trumdled into the square ‘a.ncl drew up in a line
betvween the house and the chwrch, in front of the cantjﬁm:. The two volunteers
said goocdbye to me and made off, lopw-sided with the 1.'-.'9:3'.311‘5 of their bundles.
There was a gensral movement away from the house, thq:_ daxlc strean of men
driftted towaxds the buses withoubt hastes Their boots'cl'mlﬁeil as they climbed
ehoard, I leant my bicycle against the _‘::a:i.lings of the chg:rcha:nd watiched the
buses filling up. Reflected agaiust the white ceiling of a ;t_dp .'aeclc a match
flared waruly and died down as a cigarstte was lighteds Sormeone plonked on a
banjo and a voice chanted'ily Heart Belongs To Dofidy' bub ‘bﬁere_w_ere no shouts

or oat calls, few onlookers, no visible excitement: There was only a certain

" strangeness in the air, the sense of mystery and of deparbure, as of waves

lapping against a wharf at night. ' e

x It o1l went off very quietly, 170 bark of cormend set the buses going

' on their way to the unknovm destination., They pulled out soberly, one after

" the other, with a short intervol between. They turned north alongside the

il

river;, round Pavliament Square and up Vhitehall, I followed them on my
Yicycle as far as Irafalpar Square and the last I saw of them they were going

“towards the . enpt part of the stiraan of traffic glimmering through the blacke

{-oub. There wag nothing to tell then fiom the other luses, exoept that they

neve., halted on their way.

P.Y BETTS.




Notes of the Moath. e
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A Month of Meetd

At Headquarters this has besn a month of Meetings. There have _'been.-the
Meetings of ‘Administrators and Orgenisers, who Uring with them the breath of a
new life from THL Regions. The gz ea'- Can tee:; Meeting of Canteen Workers in Region
5 in the Can’cr vl Hall, woe addressed by the Chairman, and has been an inspiring
preliminary o the sgfablishing of a Cantszen .‘;“r tion of W.V.5. Region 5 Centre
Leaders have al::a met, when Sir Ernest Gowers, the Regicnal Cummissioner, gave an
interegting account of the C L Befepnece of Londen. These Meetings have seen the
birth of manyv gonsoltioSice-0f nlds The pattern of W.V.B. is
being woven more olos eing riiled in. The lleetings have shown
now, &s the war duvelops, new calls 2T come to the volunlary worker, and fresh
problems will bave to bLe solved, 17 ":;tiL.'l.'Li'h'= and Imagination will be mere
important theu ever hefor :

g s ey
:.'..r,u...u..':--. aAnd

e
Gala

Yoluntary registeabivy of Jaundian wimen.

Readers of fthe Bulletin will he interested {6 ledrn’ of  the voluntary regist-
raticon of Canad@as mpnen fox Lot in Natiomal ensmgeincies. A card and guestion=
naire have been prepaéd., and > pystem makes it possible to determine in the
matter of a few hours, exactly how me m are available in any section of the
country. who have I.-d L;I’:l_._-ﬂl_r.t_; alone ular line. No Govermment finangial

assistance is given, and the whole work is baing done for a remarkably small sum of
money, because no salaries are pald, and all offices, equipment, office supplies;.
stationery and clerical s ""-w"rzs,. have besn given voluntarily. A novel way:of get-
ting a very large amount of voluntary clerical work has heen employed. The co-opera-
tion of giyly worlcing ir offices and 1o ls:5e “usiness institutions, has been enlisted.
No girl is asxed to work for more thau shree hours o week, although many of them
have given considcrably more time than {this, as they are interested in the job.

The form of registwaticn is headed thus:- e

Mo evary na*"? 'n there comes froa time So 4ime periods of national distress,
caused 7 y vorlous aanbowanrd :—W"u-nm tances gush as earthquakes, floods, =
op failure, forsst Tires, grave cconomic deprossions,. ep:l.dem:l.cs,
war;- et¢. -That the Ce ﬂnrlm woimen may be in a position to serve their mation
at short nolice in suy of gns ahoye calaiities, it has been thought well that
they shonld lend ﬂw.“ selves wopesher in o voluntary scheme of registration;go:
that, alrzeady m wed , they Joid bLe able to render intelligent and efficient
gervice, with g 1, ead in an ondesvour to find how many Canadian
women would be wailli able Yo talkte British refuges children into their
homeg, Fyou &re/a: . Ly 5o consider ths following questionnaire and to
:assist by afi ::“.;ug Ena. same.,

tornados: Sy,

W.V.5. in the Orlmﬁy
(Extract from o lsiler sent to Lady Heading from the Orkneys).
"The experience of that evening is unforgettsble but I was so busy attending
to & casualty and to psople whe ceme into the house for sheliter, that I did not
have time to realise .,hc extent of ths dangsr and damsge till later.

The fires caused by incendizry bombs were soon put out, and now the W:Lndows
are repaired and the debris cleared up, so we feel all right.

I shall miss my D-uuflh()h% which wag a Joy in this Northern climate, but let
us hope that thz wrw wiZl socn be over and thot ws shall be able to cult:l.vate in
peace once more,.’

The shop. I

Heauqlmr.,zﬂ*n at Tothill S wan now boagt a shop and 2 shop windows. The
shop hag been painted in W.V.S. and is gay with posters and scarlet chairs.
Preliminary iuterviewing is carrieé oul here, and information dispensed. Patterns
for comflurts are algo obtainable. The window is used for weekly displays = W.V.S.
photographis, Comforts for the Seyvices, egquipment for the "Under 5's" and Mobile
Canteens have so far provided dnterestisy fare,

Our Contemporarics.

We would extend e very warmn welcome o the "Scottish ews Review" issued by
the W.V.S. ian Scotland, Th*‘ o fivst gumbers ave full of interest and give a splendid
picture of W.V.8. north o We acknowleodgs too, with thanks, the copies
of "Noteworthy'h, -(Ghe News shest of the Ministry of J.I']fO"’P,B."’lOI’l), anc. the summary of
work issued by fhe Red Gross and $%.0eorge on wey organisatizns.
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TYFING POOL.
Apart from the secretaries working for Departmental Heads, work for the Head-
quarters staff - numbering about 250 - is undertaken by the typing pool of 12. A
‘summary fer last month is given below: -

Documents copied...veresesas879
pYencils Ut sl v vias it oo 0lg
Rolled off copies....... 108,498

and requests for shorthand-typists numbered over 500,

AR, TRAINING. The new long-awaited A.R.P. Manual No.2 called "MANUAL FOR
OFFICERS RISPONSIBLE IOR A H.P. TRAINING" has now been issued. Officers have been
weiting for this before drawing up their three-monthly training programmes.

duggestions with regard to the phyrical fitness of A.R.P. personnel have
alsc been made,

Arrangements have besn made with the Central Council of Recreative Physical
Training, whe have offered to train selected members of the A.R.P, Services, both
men and wemen, who will. thus qualify to conduct classes in physical training for
other members of the A.R.F. personnel.

Persons tn undergo this training in order to be able to instruct, should be
selected by the scheme making Autherity on a basis of not more than one men for
every 250 men, and (me woman for every 250 women of the whole-time personnel. If ap
Authority has less than this nunbex, they may appoint one man and one woman if
Physical training classes are to be held for the Services.

If pessible, the people szelacted for this work sheuld have had previous
physical training experience.

In physical training for A.R.P. Services, nzes and physical fitness will be
oongidered, and no campulsicn or pressure to take part will be brought t: bear upon
members of the A.R.F. personnel,

It is thought, however, that by witnessing such training being carried sut cn
praper lines, members of the Jevvices nob v-ril'Lﬂ'nr* to take part in the first place,
will seen express a desire $o J.in i such exercises themselves.

TRANSPORT . At Huddersfield a lotor Ambulance Auxiliary Reserve has been formed
for the purpose of providing further practical truining and closer co-operation
between drivers and attendants.

The Reperve will meet fort *-'j_rhtlc,r at the Ambulance Headquarters for
extended and revisionary instruction in Anti-Gas and First Aid,

There are approximately 100 drivers and attendants who work in
Reserve Teams under Emergency condibions.

A Cirgular on car ingurance has Jjust been issued to all W.V.S.
Representatives, It is full of interest for all car-owner volunteers,

CITIZENS ADVICE NOTES. Citimens Advice Nobes are published by the NHational
Couneil of Social Service cn behalf of the Standing Conference of Voluntary Orgen-
isations. They are prepared on infommetion supplied by Govermnent Departménts, and
provide an up-to-date summary of the more important swactments and regulaticns
affecting the life of the citizen. They are iszsued fortnightly, and the first
twelve issues of the Notes con be had in one volume, price 2s, 6d. post free. Twelve
future issuesg 4s. 0d. ineclusive. Apply:- National uou.nc:.l of Sceial Service,

26, Bedford Square, W.C.1. :

PRESKRVATION OF WOOLLEN COMFORTS AGAINST HOTH.

! The following are vesdsrended by Mr. Tamsg, Staff, Naturel Higtory lMusevm
(British Museum).
(a) Paradichlorbenzin; hecause it kills the eggs as well as the live moth.
1/3d. a 1b., or 140/-d. a cwk.

(b) FLAKE Naphthaline (not sanhilalipe 2011s) = which 48 considerably cheaper.
. 68, & 1b.; or 56/-d. a cwt.
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