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WQAEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES! SULLETTIN.

No, L

November, 1959,

Introductory,

The variety of tasks which the Women's Vpluntery Services have
been called upon to perform during the last ‘wo months, and the
resourcefulness which these have called forth fully justify its motto
of "HMedbility.” :

When War actually came, the Cheirman must have £zl like an inventor
who presses a button and waits anxiously for his mechine to moves The
wheels gradually revolve and then the entire mochine gathers momentum
and whirls at high speed. Ceptember in the Woments Voluntary Services
was like that.. AR.P,, Evacvation, Transport, Hospital Services, all
were set going at top speed. Lveryons resched their stations with the
utmost rapidity and waibted breathlessly on cvernts, g they waited,
they realised that the great whcle which they had helped during the
Preceding months to wreate was now a living moving entity, and that it
would function with ever increasing smoothness and regularity as long
as its services were needed, though perhaps not always in quite the way
anticipated,

In urban districts reciuiting for most Civil Defence Services soon
stopped, as they wers quickly fiiled up, The enroiment departments
then had to deal with vast wuwbers of disappointed volunteers and the ever ~ ~-
increasing tide of unemployed seeking Jobs as a result of trade
dislocation, and longing to be of use to the nation, At the London
Headquarters alone &iring September 11,000 volunteers passed through (as
many as 1,000 having teen dealt with in a dayk Centres are now being
asked for advice and information of all kindsg by all sorts of people and
Local Auvthorities are coming to them to perform all sorits of tasks at
a moment's notice, Co~operation with Social Service organisations
hasg been developed as well ag various ancillary work for the troopss
Civil Defence is evidently a very elastic term and Women'!s Voluntary
Services offices are finding themselves' turned into depots where-all, the
problemg which are rno one elsels business cen be dumpeds But an
infinite amount of valuable knowledge is being accumulated and each month;
through this Bulletin, it is hoped to pool experiences and make knowm
developments throughout the country. It will have to be telegraphic
in form, but will endeavour to be conprehensive in content,  The
information avaiiable will be set out under the main aci{ivities undertaken
by Women's Voluntary Services with special mention of any new developments
in any Region as example of what is being done.
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On “tue owtbreai of war all recruits for. the A.R.P, Services reported
inmechato.gr 6o thelr stations, and the majorivy are now carrying cut regular
duty, DBy far the largest nroportion of W, VD, irecruits\eré for Lhese
services and therc is constant iacrease in the demand from Local Authorities
for W.V.5,. agsistance, - New dm.ﬂ:ies ude: v"'ﬂdf'c-"* during the past two months

include manning Alr Raid warning sirens {(Ashbourne, Derbyshir e‘) i forming a
corps of Women Trench Wordens ((‘ cvuztb.‘, ) 3/ vreparing and iseuing Ration Books

(Dunstable, ;v.ul(J.l(“;b“‘\ ug b ’Dﬂlgm )3 mrrfzmj°'inp‘ 'i"ecep tion and feeding centres
for possible housless v;c ¢ms of iy Redds, (Mull, Preston, Scuntho¥pe)s
distribution of rators (.:mu& 16 nd and. T‘(*z].lﬂg.OH)P organisation and
staffing of Casualty }.‘u.s.‘uaﬁi'v: *Lo deal with ddentification and records of
civilian casualtie:,

&

Evacuation.

The greatest exodus \gince Mo::cs‘ nag perhaps provided the most spectacular

part of the work of the W, V.52 7 4o the fec,cn.vw,ng) areas, work began by
co~operation in the Billeding Survey which wag undertoken in February last,
This was followed by much detailed work such as mak_us: mouqmas of! palliasses
(Iuntingdonshi 'ra); planning sick-bay acecomodetion (Hertfordshire); preparing

Flothes (Woodhalll Sp2);  Joint meetings botween W,V.S. in the evacuabing areas
and the receiving aress to discuss mubual. provlems {Shrewsbury),

When tas actual ordsr came, this carcfully-prepared mochinery was set in
notion, Great difficulty was exoverienced, ing\ Ao the children being on
holiday., \jmmeguen‘tfi_y a medical examina dor to dispatch, was not
posgible, Hence the prevalence of skin J_zw'; es and verminous conditions.
The mothers with young children nreg ~":"n"‘:e‘»o, spe problems, beceause of their
unadap sability end lopeliness, / The! pattern welfare work among evacuees
varies, but the principle remains The sane. anples of this are seen/in

clubework smong mothers {“Penny® ciubs iurScotiland), clubs where mothers can
read and wgite lebtters, gﬁssip hm.\.a Junmble e fPensh “e W’wylzmd) s clubs
for expectant mothers (West Sussex) matersity homes (S steratal
clubs (Sts Neots), homes for children during $ieir mothers' confinements

(Huntingdo: ,shuu,), nwesery schools and centrss {Bedford, Dorking), commumsl
laundries {S%, Ives), centres for communsl feeding, (\ncodm.,.;. ,h , Brighton),
For the childrzsn, the following extract Yroman L, L0+ child*e &ssay might be
taken as a texhi-

"You don't have to be migchiovous to have run in the country, becau
you can go cut into the-woods and fields or go fighing cr help the
Parmers,

There have been established Sunday clubs for visiting parents (Beaconsfield),
clubs for Secondary School children (Hun L_P‘Edoll\ ; sick bayve for non~infectious
illnesses and minor ailments (West Susseq).

Some dnl\w,n arrived literally in rags, sewn into pieces of calice
(Findisy) J Their town shoes were quite unsuited to country roads, To meet
these defects, Clothing Depots have been set 1P in all arsas, Olothes are
washed, repaired and mede into mew germents, (isey, boy's Je fran a bathing

suit (H\fthe,g ’ﬂd.mgborough) These are sold whenever poszible, the money
of'ten being used to buy boots and shoes. which are the severest slrain ‘O

»

voluntary funds.
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The Under Fives,

-~ After official evacuation, many requests were received in London for the
evaouation of children under five, without their mothers, The first came
during an air raid warning on the first day of war and particulars were
teken in a shelter. At first all children were sent to existing day nurseries,
Others were then sent to a large house, fully equipped and staffed through
the help of the National Society of Day Nurseries. In these special
eircumstances the Government agreed to pay billeting allowances,  Another
emergency nursery has been set up by special arrongement with the Ministry in
Northamptonshire, with staff, as well as children sent down by the W.V.S,
There are three other small groups in suitable private houses, There are two
villages with a day nursery in one, and .a nursery school in the other, where
the children are in blllets supervised by the perent units.  The scheme must
still be regarded as “Heing in the laborectory stage, but it seems likely that
future evacuation will continue along these lines, Chilidren under two will
anly be accepted as "»Doignant" cases. Transport for ILondon children is
undertaken by W,V.3., under L,C.C,

Iransport,

In London 922 volunteer cwner drivers were registered for evacuation and
general transport work. The majority of these provided their own petrol.

At the request of 74 hospitals 400 cars were allotted tc them for
evaaation duties, and the Trans nort Department undertook evaciation for the
Invalid Children's Aid Association, Charity Orgonisation and Citizens Advice
Bureanx, applications being received from their various branches,

Cars were also supplied on demand to the Ministry of Information,
Ministry of Health, Regional Headquarters and London Regional Offices, Borough
of Westminster, P.L,A., Blood Transfusion Service, Central Midwives Board, -etey
By the courtesy of the Mechanised Transport Training Corps a number of
hospdtals and private cases were provided with an ambulance,

Journeys were made to places as far disftant as Redruth, Portmadoc,
Berwick~on~-Tweed and Lowestoft,

Furthermore the Department dealt with numerous calls for the removal of
palliasses, sandbags, pillows, oil lamps, bales of straw and hessian, sewing
machines, prams, invalid chairs, hospital equipment and laundry.

In addition to normal transport duties in the country speclal mention
should be made of the work done by the Women®s Voluntary Services in connection
wilth the evacuation of hospitals. The great majority of the evacuation of
gitting up cases from hospitals to their own howes thraughout the country, was
undertaken by this organisation, ~

It should also be noted that in all Rural Districts Women's Voluntary
Services cars are on duty in mony cases both night and day to convey
maternity cases to hospitals as required. In West Sussex and Stockton-on-Tees
apecial emergency squads have been organised,

Training B8f women smbulance drivers is still being carried out in Skyrack,
Cannock, Gosport, Farcham and Havant, W.V.S, is entirely responsible for
training in these places, In Glamorgan owing to pressure of work on the
police W,V.S. were employed by the chief Constable to gong the public for
speeding, In Brighton W.V.S., undertook milk delivery, on the East coast they
have been driving shipwrecked mariners to hospital,
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A Transport Officer of W,V.S., who was an instructor in the Red Cross
Ambulance School has compiled an excellent set of lectures on mechanics suitable
for ambulance or owner drivers. Copies can be obtained from the Transport
Department, W.V.S. Headquerters,

Special tribute should be paid to the generos:.ty of private motor drivers,
prior to the petrol rationing scheme, for the wey in which throughout the
country they placed their cars at the disposal of the Vomen's Voluntary Services
for work on behalf of the Local Authorities.

Casualty Services.

The position of the Civil Nursing Reserve varies throughout the country,
In some places auxiliaries are being called up, in others they are still waiting,
As many as possible are proceeding with training while others have joined the
Ve AID At the outbreak of war the L,C.C. handed over the training of the C.N,R.
to the Women's Voluntary Services who are nowarranging for both the lecture and
hospital training of the London recruits., Iiine of the large Voluntery Hospitals
in London agreed to give combined courses in First Aid and Home Nursing while the
B.R.,CeS. and St. John Ambulance Brigade have given the W.,V.S. every facility
to =nable Nursing Auxiliaries to attend lectures under their auspices,

The allocation of the Nursing Auxiliaries to hospital is done by the Sector
Matrons through the College of Nursing and Miss Watt, Matron-in-Chief of the
Ministry of Health,

It is hoped to improve the cut of the C,N.R. um,forms s the majority of which
have hitherto been made in outsizes,

Hospital Supplies.,

In May last the Central Hospital Supnly Committee composed of representatives
of the St. John Ambulance Brigade, the British Red Cross Society, the Personal
Service League, and the Women's Voluntary Services drew up a Jjoint scheme for
the operation of Hospital Supply Depots throughout the country, Large numbers
of women enrolled for this service with the Women's Voluntaxy Services, and a
large number of Central Hospital Supply Depots were organised and affiliated
under the direction of the Regional Officers of the C.H.S.S. There had been
grave difficulty in obtaining and supplying materials for these Depots, but
increasing quenities of supplies are now being made available through the
Regional Offices, and a considerable amount of wark has already been done through
Depots for whom supplies have been provided by the Local Authorities, In
addition many Depots have done special pieces of work other than hospital supplies.
For example in Leicestershire black-out blinds were made for the Local Authority
Officers; blankets for evacuees have been made; sheets, pillow cases, etc., for
local hospitals.,

The Women's Voluntary Services has recently arranged to co-operate with the
Chairman of "Punch" in connection with a special fund which is being raised by
subscribers to that paper. It is hoped by this means to release additional
supplies. ' :

In Region Five the Central Hospital Supply Service works through a system
of Clearing Houses in the centre of a group of Boroughs.
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At the Clearing Houses, materisls are received, stored in gas proof stores
until cut out and forwarded to Depots for distribution to Work Parties.

After the ganrments are made up they are returned to the Depot, and thence
to Olearing Houses, where they are stored till orders come through the
Headquarters of the C.H.S.S.; as to where they are to be sent,

There are in London to date, ten Clearing Houses of which the Mansion House
is one, and upwards of 300 Work Parties, The materials are now coming through
in larger quamtitiecs which is very satisfactory as workers are very numerous and
very enthusiastic.

Canteens,

Communal feeding is one of the big developments arising from the evacuation,
Cormmunal kitchens have been set up cverywhere, 2s, 8d. a week is being charged
at Woodhall Spa for providing dimners and teas for mothers and babies, AP
Leigh (Staffs) a two course meal is served for 4d, In Lingfield (Sugrey) 150
hot dinmners are served every day at 1s, 44, for five dinners,

Many canteens are being run for Civil Defence Services by WeVeSe, €8
for demolition squads, A,R.P, and firemen (Gravesend) and for police (Derby)

100 meals daily, London Regional Headquarters have canteens to feed the Schools
for demolition squads, There is a canteen for the Navy at Inverness, for the
Army at many Reilway junctions (Crewe, York, Newcastle, York is in a disused
railways carriage). In these cases it was not possible for the Y,M,C,A, to
undertake the work,

There are two mobile canteens at Rochester for A,R.P. workers one each side
of the river, made from converted buses, Lady Reading recently opened the last
word in Mobile Canteens, for use in the Borough of Paddington, This is planned
so that there should be no foot movement only hip exercise, Bverything is to
hand, A wet girl stands at each end and a dry one at a cash register in the
middle, Mobile kitchens (Hastings) are also at work, The Food Advisory
Council has met and the Communal Feeding Memorandum has been brought up to date,

Statistics Department,:

Statistics Department report that a number of September returns came in too
late to be included in the September figures, probably owing to pressure of work
at the various centres concerned., The County Boroughs figures are large
chiefly because we have now received figures from Birmingham, who had sent us no
returns since July and who have enrolled some 1,500 since then.

Our September figurcs as presented on 10th October were very heavy in every
service; the total for the month being 93,914,  When we now add 20,304 for the
returns which came in too late to be included, we have 114,218 as our total.

Zven allowing for scme late August errolments which were included in the
September figures we think we may safely say that over 110,000 women were enrolled
by our W.V.S. Centres in September,




