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P rice  O n e  Penny

N o .  7 5  T H E  B U L L E T IN  J a n u a r y  1 9 4 6

Greetings fro m  th e  K in g  and Q ueen
" I  sincerely thank you for your kind and loyal message o f Greetings 

on behalf o f the Women’s Voluntary Services fo r  Civil Defence which 
I  greatly appreciate.” GEORGE RI.

“  Please thank all W V S  members here and overseas fo r  their loyal 
New Year message it is good to know that they are carrying on their 
good work and I  reciprocate their Greetings.” ELIZABETH R.

N ew   Y e a r  H o n o u rs
O B E .
M rs. Anstruther Gray, D istric t A dm inistra to r, E astern  Scotland.
T h e  H on. Katharine Chatfield, Regional A dm inistrator, Region 1.
T h e  H on. Esme Glyn, Regional A dm inistrator, Region 9.
T h e  H on. Pearl Lawson Johnston, Regional A dm inistra tor, Region 4.
Lady Railing, H ead of the  In d ustria l W elfare and H ousing D ep t., H Q .
M iss N . K. Ross, Regional A dm inistrator for Scotland.
L ady Helen Smith, Regional A dm inistra to r, Region 6.
Nancy, Lady Vivian, M B E , C ounty  O rganiser, Cornwall.

M B E .
M rs. B A T E S , J P , C oun ty  B orough  O rgan iser, L eicester.
M rs. B R O W N , C hie f B illeting  O fficer, W ithern sea  U rb a n  D is tric t C ouncil.
M rs. C O L C H E S T E R -W E M Y S S , C oun ty  O rgan iser, G loucestersh ire . F o r  A rm y w elfare w ork. 
M rs. C O U R T IS , R egional V C P  O fficer, R egion  8.
C ouncillo r M rs . F A R N F IE L D , JP , H on o rary  S ecretary , H astings L ocal Savings C om m ittee.
M iss R EN TE F R E D M A N , C lub O rgan iser, W V S , O verseas.
M rs. G O L D N E Y , A ssistan t Regional A dm in istra to r at H eadquarters  fo r R egion 10.
M rs. G O R D O N , J P , O rgan iser fo r C oun ty  D urham .
L A D Y  G O W E R S , C hairm an , G o rd o n  Services C lub.
M iss D . G R E E N , C oun ty  O rgan iser, G lam organ.
M iss M . G . H A M IL T O N , A ssistan t R egional A dm in istra to r a t H eadquarters  fo r Regions 4 an d  12. 
M rs. H A R T , C oun ty  B orough O rgan iser, L ondonde rry .
M rs. H IL L , J P , O rgan iser an d  Secretary , C itizens A dvice B ureau , Y arm outh .
M rs. H O U S L E Y , C hairm an , Sheffield Savings C en tre  S ub-C om m ittee .
A lderm an  M iss A L IC E  H U D S O N , J P , C oun ty  B orough O rganiser, E astbourne .
M rs. H U T C H IS O N , A rea O rgan iser, S pen Valley.
M iss M . D . JA C K S O N -B A R S T O W , Jo in t O rgan iser, W eston -super-M are .
M rs. JO N E S , C oun ty  B orough O rgan iser, N ew port, M on .
M rs. J U D D , C oun ty  O rgan iser, H am psh ire .
M rs. K A P L O W IT C H , C an teen  O rgan iser, N o ttingham .
M rs. K IN G , J P , C oun ty  O rgan iser fo r C oun ty  A n trim .
M rs. K IR K , H ead  o f  th e  C om forts D ep o t, D unferm line .
M rs. L A N G M U IR , D is tr ic t O rganiser, W estern  D is tr ic t o f  Scotland.
M iss A. C . L E  B O U R G E O IS  C H A P IN , JP , R egional T ra n sp o rt O fficer, V C P , R egion 12.
M rs. L E E , M B , C hB , C oun ty  B orough O rganiser, H astings.
A lderm an  M rs. L E Y L A N D , C oun ty  B orough O rgan iser, S ou thend .
M rs. L O N E S , D ep u ty  O rgan iser L ady  M ayoress’s C om forts D ep o t, B irm ingham .
A lderm an  M rs. L O N S D A L E , C en tre  O rgan iser, R edcar, Y orkshire.
A irs. L U C A S , C oun ty  B orough O rgan iser, C an terbu ry .
M rs. M A P L E S , C oun ty  B orough O rgan iser fo r Sheffield.
M iss D . F . M A R R IO T T , C oun ty  S ecretary  and  C oun ty  C anteen  A ssistan t, W est Sussex.



M  B E— continued.
M rs. M A R T IN , M obile  C anteens Officer fo r Belfast C oun ty  B orough.
M rs. M A R T Y N  M A N S F IE L D , D ep u ty  C oun ty  B orough O rgan iser, B ristol.
C ouncillor M rs. M E L L O W S , C oun ty  O rgan iser, Soke o f  P e te rborough .
M rs. M O O R E  E D E , C oun ty  B orough O rganiser, W orcester.
M rs. N IC K S O N . F o r  service to  th e  Royal A ir Force.
M rs. N U T T I N G , C en tre  O rgan iser, W andsw orth .
M rs. O A T E S , C oun ty  P res iden t, F lin tsh ire .
M rs. O M M A N N E Y , C en tre  O rgan iser, C hatham  B orough.
M iss O S B O R N E , C en tre  O rganiser, Yeovil R D .
M rs. R O B IN S O N , C en tre  O rgan iser, C hesterfield  B orough.
M rs. R U C K , G ro u p  A dm in istra to r, Essex an d  K en t.
M rs. R Y L A N D , C oun ty  O rgan iser, W arw ickshire.
M rs. S C O T T , H om e E conom y D ep a rtm en t and  F uel A dvice O fficer, S co ttish  H eadquarters . 
L A D Y  S O M E R L E Y T O N , D is tric t O rganiser. F o r  pub lic  services in  L ow estoft.
M rs. T A P L E Y , C en tre  O rgan iser, Ilfo rd .
M iss C . M . T A Y L O R , D ep u ty  C oun ty  O rgan iser an d  C oun ty  C lo th ing  O fficer, N orth u m b erlan d . 
M rs. T H O M P S O N , C oun ty  B orough O rganiser, Y ork.

B E M .
M rs. A D R IA N , JP , D ep u ty  C h ie f B illeting  O fficer, C am bridge.
M rs. B A IN E S , M obile  C an teen  D riv er, K en t C ounty.
M iss M . H . B R A SSE Y , H ead  o f Section, P u rchasing  D ep artm en t, H eadquarters .
M rs. B U R R ID G E , H ousew ives T ra in in g  O fficer, B ournem outh .
M rs. G O A M A N , S u p erin ten d en t, Services C lub , R eading.
M rs. JO W E R S , D ep u ty  in  C harge , W V S C an teen , D a rling ton  S tation.
M rs. M cC A L L U M , D ep u ty  C oun ty  B orough O rganiser, Exeter.
M rs. M E R R E T T , C lo th ing  R epresen ta tive , W andsw orth .
M iss C . L . R E ID , C en tre  O rgan iser, H orsham .
M iss L . M . R IC H A R D S , Civil D efence A m bulance Service, C ardiff.
M rs. V A U X , R est C en tre  S ervice, H ove.
M rs. W A L F O R D , R egional C lo th ing  O fficer, R egion 12.
M rs. W A L L IS , D ep u ty  C en tre  O rganiser, H ackney.
M iss W A R D , O rgan iser, H ousew ives Service, B ristol.
M iss M . F . W A R R E N , C en tre  O rgan iser, Rye.

Telegram received from Her Royal Highness Princess Juliana of the Netherlands.
“ H ig h ly  a p p re c ia te  sp le n d id  a ssis tan ce  re n d e re d  b y  y o u r  o rg a n isa tio n  

to  o u r  sev ere ly  d is tre s se d  c o m p a trio ts  o f  N e th e r la n d s  In d ie s  o n  a rriv a l 
a t S o u th a m p to n .”

J u l i a n a  o f  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s .

Letter from  G e n e r a l J   L ee
(From  L ieu tenan t-G eneral J o h n  C. H . L e e , U S  A rm y, to L a d y  R e a d i n g .)
“  I t  has come to ou r a tten tion  th a t your organisation played a m ost im portant 

p a rt in  th e  U S  A rm y’s E ducational P rogram m e by securing billets fo r our m en 
and  w om en th ro ughou t th e  B ritish  Isles. I t  has also been  pointed  ou t to us that 
we could never have achieved the  success we have if  it had  no t been for your good 
offices and your willingness to help us.

“  W ill you, then , convey to  each and every m em ber o f your organisation, far 
and w ide, ou r w arm  appreciation and gratitude for the  help  they  gave to our 
T W C A  Staff in the  U n ited  K ingdom  in the  fu rtherance of our E ducational P ro 
gram m e. T h e  resident staff, the  students and the  ‘ O n -th e -jo b  ’ trainees who 
w ere th e  recip ients o f your help are loud  in  their praise for th e  part you and your 
staff played.

“  In  appreciation  o f the  superior w ork you have so consistently given us and  w ith 
all best wishes to  you and your able staff, believe m e, G ratefully  yours,

Greetings from Overseas
From India. Send best wishes to  you and all your W VS m em bers.
From the Gold Coast. Best wishes to  W VS from  all m em bers in  the  Gold 

Coast.
From Buenos Aires. O ur thoughts are w ith you all th is f irs t peace-tim e C hrist

mas. Best wishes. B ritish  W om en’s Patrio tic  C om m ittee, Argentine.
From Chile. F ederation  of W om en W orkers Chile heartily  reciprocate good 

wishes W VS. Sincerely tru s t N ew  Year brings happiness, prosperity .
From M alta . H appy  C hristm as grateful rem em brances o f yours and your 

colleagues great work for M alta.
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Prom the United States. H appy  N ew  Year to W VS from  Bundles for Britain 
w ith  a prayer th a t th e  close ties bu ilt th rough  th e  dark years m ay continue th e ir 
friendsh ip  th rough  a glorious peace.

From Sydney. G ood wishes W VS here send w arm est greetings to  all your 
splendid m em bers and  best wishes for b righ ter N ew  Year w hich they  have done 
so m uch  to  ensure for th e  world.

From Australia. Y our W V S has stirred  th e  whole E m pire  to  a great glow of 
adm iration  for th e  w om en of B ritain  and  th e ir alm ost superhum an service.

A  Christmas S tory from  W V S , Bengal
T h e  R A F on th e  airstrips all over B urm a w ant to  give C hristm as parties to 

th e  children who live in  the  villages near w here they  are stationed. T hese  children  
have never had  a C hristm as and  th e  R A F  are becom ing literally  “  F a th e r C h ris t
m ases,”  C alcutta , th e  nearest big tow n, W V S spend their days there  buying 
enorm ous quantities o f toys, d rum s, ted d y  bears, toys o f every description, w hich 
are being packed in  sacks, ready to  be collected and flown by th e  R A F  “  F a th er 
Christm ases ”  to  th e  orphans of Burm a.

From Canada. C anadian soldiers and  m em bers o f th e  Royal C anadian  A ir 
Force  who have re tu rn ed  hom e to  C anada have collected m oney fo r C hristm as 
parties th is year for children  in  B ritain . T h ey  w ant W V S to ru n  th em  because 
they  say th a t while over here  th e  C anadians them selves always gave parties for 
th e  children w ith  th e  co-operation o f W VS.

Extract from Bishop of Norwich's Address
(Extract from  an Address given by the R igh t Rev. T h e  B i s h o p  o f  N o r w i c h  at 

the W V S  Region 4  Thanksgiving Service a t E ly Cathedral.)
“  T h e  w orld to -day  stands betw ixt w ar and peace. T h e  fighting, thank  G od, is 

ever. W e look back over six years o f awful perils, w hen E ngland  was in  greater 
danger th an  ever before in  its long h is to ry ; we look back over m any failures, 
dreadful losses, and we thank G od for th e  victory th a t has come, crushing and 
complete. B ut peace is no t yet ours. W e know it will be as h a rd  to  w in th e  peace 
as it was to  w in the  war, and  th a t it will dem and all th a t we can give of effort and 
un ity  and self-sacrifice.

“  T h e  fu tu re  will, I  suppose, inevitably b ring  m ore p lanning and regim entation  
in  social life and life o f any k ind, b u t you have learn t th e  tru th  th a t never will the 
need  grow less for voluntary  work, undertaken  in  th e  spirit o f service, w ith  no 
rew ard  save th e  joy o f service offered.

“  All this makes it clear w hy the  W VS is still needed, and will be needed. You 
have, in  fact, m ade yourselves and your work indispensable. W e can’t  get on 
w ithou t you, n o r w ithout th e  qualities you have shown. Some o f you, o f course, 
m ust fall ou t, th rough  weariness, o r because of o ther calls. B ut others m ust take 
th e ir place ; others m ust carry on, because th e  w ork and th e  need rem ain .”

United Nations Delegation
A T  the U n ited  N ations Conference on In terna tional O rganisation, held  in 

San Francisco in A pril and M ay of last year, th e  M ayor o f th e  city form ed 
a com m ittee o f  volunteer ladies to arrange “ hom e h o sp ita lity ”  and  personal 
shopping service for m em bers o f th e  foreign delegations. T h e  hom e hospitality  
enabled foreigners to see th e  inside o f A m erican hom es, and th e  shopping service 
proved a boon to  delegates who had little  tim e to spend on th e ir personal affairs.

W hile official en tertain ing  in  L ondon  to  any great extent will be ou t o f order, 
th e  M in ister o f State is m ost anxious th a t, w ith  H is M ajesty’s G overnm ent as 
th e  host governm ent, everyone shall receive as w arm  a welcome as possible, and 
th e  Foreign  Office asked if  the  W V S w ould organise any k ind, no m atte r how 
sim ple, o f hom e hospitality , and also a personal shopping service fo r th e  benefit 
o f delegates and th e ir staffs in  London.

T h e  G eneral Assem bly consists o f 250 delegates, 750 advisers and 2000 sub
ordinate staff, th e  delegates coming from  50 different countries. W VS are staffing 
an inform ation desk for th e  delegates in  th e  build ing  where their conferences are 
being held.

W VS have already received 150 offers o f hom e hospitality , p rovided 57 
shopping escorts and supplied  over 197 thea tre  tickets.

I t  has in terested  our helpers th ere  very m uch  to see th a t, w ithout exception, the 
delegates requ iring  thea tre  tickets are in terested  in  only th e  very best straight plays.

M any visits to  th e  H ouse of C om m ons, the  T ow er of L ondon  and the  Law  
C ourts have been arranged, and th rough  th e  kindness o f th e  Football Association
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h undreds o f tickets for football, rugby  football, ice-hockey m atches and grey
hound  racing have also been arranged.

W VS have been able to  assist in  m any small ways tow ards the  com fort of 
delegates, fo r instance th e  F rench  delegate left his Rolls razor in  th e  plane. He 
was frightfully  unhappy, w ent to  th e  Rolls shop, bu t th e  queue was too long and 
nis spare tim e too short, so he  came to  the  W V S w ith  his troubles, and  th e  next 
day there  was a razor all ready for him . T h en  one of the N orw egian delegates, 
whose second pair o f glasses w ere broken and  th e  opticians requ ired  th ree  weeks;, 
at least, to  repair— well, W VS had th em  m ended in  two hours !

Letter from Alabama
(Extract from  a letter to a W V S  member from  a U S  A r m y  C a p t a i n ,  Alabam a.)
“ W e all th in k  of E ngland  and  you people who were so k ind  to  us. I t  is su r

prising bu t I th in k  th a t ou r appreciation grows ra th e r th an  fades, particularly  so 
as we look back and  see w hat a tria l we m ust have been w ith our loud, boisterous, 
im petuous m anners. I  m ust say th a t no m atter w hat happened you never showed 
it  o r com plained about it.

“  I  guess th a t it was your lack of grum bling  and com plaining th a t im pressed us 
m ost. W e do realise how  little  you had in  com parison to w hat your allies had  at 
hom e, b u t in  spite o f it all you d id  share it w ith  us and always w ith  a smile.

“  Y our taking us. in  and  m aking us feel a t hom e in  your hom es, has probably  
done m ore to  cem ent us together th an  anything else com ing ou t o f the  war. In  

fa c t  after reading th e  daily papers, I  som etim es w onder if  any good th a t m ay come 
in  the  next twenty-five years will no t be due to th e  unnoted  efforts o f you who 
have worked so h a rd  to make ou r stay a little  m ore p leasant while we were in  
E ngland . A t least rem em ber th a t while you haven’t  been given m edals you are 
rem em bered w ith  affection by  every A m erican soldier who d id  ' invade ’ England.

“  I  only hope th a t th e  conference tables are able to  continue th a t friendsh ip .”

R . a . P .W .I
(News from  M rs. B a r r i n g t o n ,  who went from  W V S  Headquarters to supervise 

the distribution o f clothes sent by W V S .)
T H E  letters R A P W I have been seen in  the  press frequently  during  th e  last

few  m onths, and  standing as they  do for “  R epatriation  of A llied Prisoners 
o f W ar and In te rn e e s”  they  had , and still have, a deep im port for m any people. 
H ow  m any workers in  W VS clothing depots realise th a t they  had a hand in  this 
com plex and  exciting operation  ?

A t the  request o f the  Colonial Office and w ith th e  agreem ent o f the  donors 
stocks o f W V S clothing w ere assem bled, packed and despatched by sea and air 
to th e  M iddle  E ast in  Septem ber 1945 so as to ensure th a t civilians who had 
spent th ree  and a ha lf years as unw illing guests o f the  Japanese should have a 
w arm  outfit for th e  last part o f their long journey hom e. I t  had  been agreed that 
all re tu rn ing  prisoners o f war and civilian internees com ing hom e by th e  w estern 
rou te  should come ashore at Suez to  be fitted w ith clothing, and  the  arrangem ents 
m ade for th e ir reception  in the  R A O C  depot chosen for this purpose were w onder
fu l to  behold. T h ey  were efficient and spectacular, b u t above all full o f im agina
tion. T h ere  was no unnecessary waiting about or queueing ; com fortable chairs 
were p rovided in  a pleasant lounge, seven m iles o f bun ting  w ere used  in the 
decoration, there  were fresh  roses on th e  tables and lovely toys for th e  children, 
m any o f w hom  had never seen a toy before. F ree  food supplied  by N A A F I, 
treasu re  bags handed  ou t by th e  B ritish  R ed Cross Society, special arrangem ents 
fo r a quick visit to th e  den tist o r the  eye specialist, resulting  in  m any cases in  the  
p roduction  of a pair o f glasses, w hich m eant th a t a t last som eone could see to read 
again. All th is was over and above the  efficient and attractive set-up  of the  big 
hangar w here th e  clothes were issued !

W hat o f W V S clothing ? T h is  was arranged and issued by  soldiers, A T S  and 
W A A Fs. A m em ber o f W VS H eadquarters staff was attached  to  th e  w om en’s 
an d  ch ild ren’s section as a k ind  of shopwalker. T hose  m em bers o f the  W VS who 
have w orked like drudges for so m any years, caring for the  clothing, chasing m oths, 
folding and refolding, w ould have rejoiced if  they  could have seen the  result of 
th e ir labours. F o r one th ing , the  clothes in the  w om en’s and ch ild ren’s section 
looked so attractive ; i t  was am azing, th a t after so m any years of storage in  the 
strange variety o f depots w hence they  had come, in w hat splendid condition they 
were. A nd th e  pleasure they  gave—it was terrib ly  m oving to see th is pleasure. 
T h e  people who gave th e  clothing can never have realised w hat it w ould m ean
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to these m en, w om en and children  after the  years o f ho rro r th rough  w hich 
they  had passed, or th a t these gifts w ould be a big m ilestone on the  road back 
to  a life w here kindness and consideration for o th er people is norm al.

T o  those who had the  privilege of taking p a rt in  R A P W I at Suez i t  m eant far 
m ore th an  th e  m ere issuing of w arm  clothing . . .  it was an experience w hich 
will never be forgotten  by e ither the  staff o r th e  so welcome custom ers.

News fro m  I n d ia
E X C IT E M E N T  was great w hen th e  news came th ro u g h  th a t thousands of

ex-PO W s and in ternees w ould be passing th rough  C alcutta on  th e ir way hom e. 
I t  was finally decided, th rough  th e  kindness o f M rs. Casey, th a t G overnm ent 
H ouse should be the  central depot for the  collection of clothes. Appeals 
were im m ediately issued to  all clubs, organisations and d istric t branches and the 
response was “  terrifically lovely.’’ D resses, ch ild ren’s clothes, toys, shoes, u n d e r
w ear, m en ’s suits poured  in to  G overnm ent H ouse. W orkers helped frantically , 
sorting, grading, m ending, cleaning. W hen  finished th e  depot looked like a 
departm ent store, th ere  was even a cupboard  fu ll of face-cream s, lipsticks and 
powder. W V S(U K ), awaiting transport, perform ed m iracles o f m en d in g ; a legacy 
o f W VS “ M ake D o and  M e n d ”  classes at hom e. Bengal’s personnel departm ent 
supplied seventeen w orkers, including a lady-in-charge.

Belvedere was deserted  and w ithout fu rn itu re  w hen M iss Jenney C hristensen  
took it over. H .E . L ady W avell gave prom pt perm ission for furnishings to  be 
re tu rn ed  from  storage in  G overnm ent H ouse, and w ith in  one week th e  house 
was transform ed, w hitew ashed and furnished. D erelict hu ts in th e  grounds 
became cheerful dorm itories w ith gay curtains fluttering from  th e  w indow s, b ed 
spreads, carpets and lam ps ; each hu t w ith  its own colour schem e and its own 
nam e (C haring Cross to  H olyrood Palace).

Inside  Belvedere, w here th e  wom en and  children are housed, th e  G reat Ball
room  becam e th e  m ain lounge, th e  alcoves around  housing stores (necessities 
unlim ited), ba rb er’s shop, lady superin tenden t’s office, R ed  Cross inform ation  
bureau  and  telephones, just like a big hotel. Every day a different k ind of en te r
tainm en t is p ro v id ed : a cinem a show, a m usical recital, a concert, a dance, and  on 
one m em orable day a w edding reception  com plete w ith a th ree -tie red  w edding 
cake all iced.

Reading m a t te r
" I T  is interesting how one’s taste  changes,” th e  wom an in  green said. “  Before 

th e  war m y hobby was collecting china, and I read  every book I could lay 
hands on  w hich dealt w ith  th e  subject o f porcelain or china. N ow I never look 
at anything of the  k ind— I read  autobiographies instead .”  She th o u g h t a m om ent, 
th en  : “  Som eone to ld  m e th e  o ther day th a t bom ber crews read  them  too, while 
fighter pilots prefer som ething lighter— detective stories, for instance— I  w onder 
if  th a t’s tru e  ? ”  W e decided th a t it was im possible to generalise ; we bo th  knew  
fighter pilots who never looked a t a th riller, and bom ber pilots w ho revelled in 
them , so th a t theory  fell flat. T h a t conversation took place during  th e  w ar ; after 
th e  war the  question  of books for th e  Forces came up again. “  T h ere  a ren ’t  m any 
books left,”  som ebody said, yet by th e  end of N ovem ber th ree  counties had  ex
ceeded their targets for th e  Books fo r th e  Forces’ D rive and others were on th e ir 
way.

T h e  Services C entra l Book D epo t reported  a to ta l of 352 m ail-bags o f books 
fo r th e  week ending 13th O ctober. T h e  next week, th e  20th, w hen W VS had  begun 
th e ir  Book D rive and the  film had been show n appealing for books, the  total 
rose to  664 bags. T h e  resu lt o f L ady  R eading’s broadcast on  th e  31st showed in 
th e  increased to ta l o f 983 bags in th e  week ending 10th N ovem ber. A fter th a t the  
total catch for th e  week rose to well over th e  1000 mark.

An average was taken of th e  num ber o f books per bag : th is w orked ou t a t fifty. 
W e now  have over ha lf a m illion books—th e  results o f o u r own strenuous efforts. 
B ut— and this is a m ost em phatic But !—we were out for T hree million books, so 
please do no t stop sending in  books to  th e  Services C entral Book D epot w henever 
you can lay hands on a readable book !

T h e  quality  of books sent in  by W V S is extrem ely high, w hich m eans th a t the  
standard  of books in  the  parcels sent ou t to  our m en and w om en overseas had 
risen  considerably— and a great deal lies beh ind  th is statem ent. I t  m eans th a t we 
all o f us w ent “  all ou t ”  to collect th e  very best—and th a t is quite  a different 
m atter to asking people for “ any old book, please.”
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N ow  th a t C hristm as is over the  gaps in  the  bookcase will have been filled again 
(no coupons for books, so we have m ost o f th em  from  ou r friends and  family). 
D o n ’t  be too long over reading th em —we w ant to  m ake up  for th e  tw o and  a half 
m illion books w e had  hoped  to  send the  Forces overseas for C hristm as, b u t couldn’t  
quite  collect in  tim e, by sending th em  a m agnificent E aster egg instead. So w hat 
about those poor old bookshelves th a t get no  tim e to  get dusty  these days ? Shall 
we em pty th em  again ? W hy no t ?—they  will p robably  be full again nex t C hristm as 
so le t’s m ake room  well in  advance.

Shropshire and  Buckingham shire have tied  w ith  th e  first news in  o f totals 
and a record  bag.

Shropshire, target 20,500, to ta l 32,140.
B uckingham shire, target 28,500, to ta l 130,873.

O ther Regions are Berks, target 20,000, to ta l 20,100 ; O xon, target 15,000, 
total 22,800; Isle o f W ight, targe t 6000, total 7500; Southam pton, targe t 15,000, 
to ta l 17,245 ; Region 6 has done m agnificently and we will publish  th e ir results 
in  next m o n th ’s Bulletin. N ottingham , w ith a total o f 20,098, and D over, w ith a 
to ta l o f 9200, are also splendid.

Shropshire sent us in a detailed report w hich shows w hat a scattered  area they  
have to  cover :

A tcham , 6225 ; B ridgnorth , 730 ; C lin, 873 ; E llesm ere, 1250 ; Ludlow , 
5844; M arket D ray ton , 2652; N ew port, 3300; Osw estry, 2892; Shifnal, 1057; 
Shrew sbury, 2507 ; W ellington, 2827 ; W em , 1584 ; W enlock, 399.

R eports are com ing in quickly now and we will give a full list in  the  February  
Bulletin.

Poem
A N  appreciation  w ritten  by  an  officer on  board  H M S  T roopsh ip  Queen o f 

Bermuda, w ho had  been w atching W V S m em bers, su rrounded  by  piles o f 
khaki drill, sewing and m ending fo r th e  troops on board.

I t  isn ’t  your darning, L ady  in  G reen,
T h o u g h  yours is as good as any w e’ve seen ;
I t ’s no t your C anteen, w ith hot toast and tea,
W e’ve had  one before, so i t ’s no t that. You see
El A lam ein, M areth , C aen and Berlin
H ave left our M orale, well, wearing too thin.
W e’re often quite scared, and som etim es we dread 
T o  face our old w o r ld ; i t’s riddled  and dead.
So w hen we feel bad, we just talk to  y o u ;
Y ou’re  “  Civvy S treet,”  E ngland, just like a preview 
O f w hat w e’ll go back t o : for you never m ope,
Y ou’re b righ t and you’re gay, you give us fresh  hope,
Y ou bring  back o u r m em ories, our young peaceful dream s 
L ost in  W ar’s smoke and dying m en’s screams.
I t ’s lives and no t socks. You see w hat I m ean ?
W e’ll never forget you, dear L ady in G reen.

W.V.S. in Alderney
(  A T  the  request o f the  H om e Office a team  of twelve W VS m em bers has gone 

to A lderney to ru n  tran sit cam ps and a com m unal feeding centre and 
assist in  th e  re-hom ing of th e  islanders. A prelim inary  survey was m ade by M iss 
B ertram  (Region 6) and M iss G w yn Owen (N o rth  W ales) who w ere enorm ously 
im pressed by th e  way in  w hich Civil Affairs in A lderney had no t only repaired  the  
houses dam aged by the  G erm ans b u t even pain ted  th e  outsides in  th e  gayest 
colours. A part from  telling you th a t the  team  left L ondon  on 30th N ovem ber
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with every sort of equipm ent— including two goldfish for the  officers’ m ess— we 
leave letters, quoted  below , to  tell you how they  are getting on).

“  3rd December 1945. T h e  journey on th e  Anconia  was tolerable. W e had 
breakfast in  G uernsey w ith  Judge F rench  and  his party  and th e  L ieu tenan t- 
G overnor came and welcom ed us, and after th a t we came straight across in  th e  
launch.

“  T h e  o ther party  was going to  follow in  th e  slow boat, giving us, as we thought, 
about th ree  hours to  work like dem ons and get things ready. H ow ever it was so 
rough  th a t the  slow boat had  to  tu rn  back and they spent th e  n igh t in  Guernsey. 
T h is  gave us tim e to make the  transit cam p attractive, air sheets and generally 
make them  comfortable.

“  T h e  A rm y is feeding everyone for a day or two and th is gives us extra tim e. 
W e take on  th e  feeding on W ednesday at breakfast. T h e  m ilitary gave us a great 
welcom e and  had  p u t ou t flags for th e  civilians. T h e ir  im pressions w ere quite 
m ixed. T h ey  w ere expecting th ings to  be in  a very bad state and w hen th ey  arrived 
they  w ere quite  overw helm ed w ith  th e  arrangem ents m ade for them . T h ey  are 
naturally  th rilled  to be back and find things so m uch  bette r th an  they  expected. 
T h ey  d id  no t seem to  realise how  m uch  w ork th e  m ilitary had  done. T h is  all 
happened Sunday and we have been in  a w hirl. W e have m anaged to  fix up  the  
hospital so th a t new  em ergency cases can be dealt w ith. T h ere  are tw o trained  
people in  ou r lo t so we can cope. Y esterday evening we a ttended  th e  first service 
in th e  parish  church  and th is m orning th e  G overnor m ade th e  first landing on  the  
airfield and came to  inspect th e  cam p, th e  hospital and our conditions. T h is 
le tter is to  go back w ith him  on th e  plane. I just cannot tell you about our reception. 
W hen I tell you th a t th e  m ilitary had  furn ished  every one of our personal room s 
and had a fire burn ing  in  each you will get some idea of our reception. O ur team  
is g rand and we look forw ard to  th e  nex t contingent coming w ith  th e  next A lderney 
party  on  W ednesday. T h e  nex t stage is to start th e  re-hom ing and we have now 
been asked to  do th e  whole th in g .”

“ 10th December 1945. T h e  position at the  m om ent is th a t we are enjoying a 
slight lull and  we can tidy  ourselves up  and  settle into the  routine. W e have had 
a total o f  sixty-eight th rough  th e  transit cam p and feeding centre. M any of 
these have only had  to  stay in th e  cam p for two nights, bu t naturally  th e  re-hom ing 
cannot be done so quickly w ith  the  larger num bers, though th e  stuff is all at hand 
and th e  office side is working well. T h ey  are very pleased w ith  th e ir stuff on the  
whole and we shall be able to have th e  curta in  m aterial for them  soon I hope. T h e  
com m unal feeding centre is an  enorm ous boon. T h e  cold w eather has been a 
trial at the  transit cam p, b u t we have been careful to air everything well and the  
qu ilts make all the  difference to  th e  appearance of the  bedroom s. W e fixed up  
several sitting-room s w hich are really quite  com fortable. T h e  transit cam p is 
supplied w ith ho t chocolate a t n igh t and th is is m ost popular. T o  re tu rn  to  the  
feeding centre, m eals are provided free on production  of a transit cam p ticket. 
W hen  the  inm ates get in to  th e ir own hom es and still come to m eals th en  they  pay. 
W e charge 1s. for breakfast, 1s. 3d. fo r d inner and 1s. for h igh  tea. T h is , I  th ink , 
is reasonably low. T h e  Judge has said th a t out o f this m oney we can pay for 
w ashers-up if  we wish. T h is  we have no t yet done. T h e  cook and assistants 
em ployed here are bo th  good and we have th ree  G erm ans in the  kitchen, bu t also 
call for volunteers for w ashing-up w hich has so far always b rough t results. We 
are to ld  th a t th e  Feeding C entre  has m ade a great difference to  th e  people here. 
M eal-tim es are vastly in teresting. A nnouncem ents are m ade about m ails, the  
opening of a shop, th e  issue o f fuel and food perm its, tim es of church  services, etc. 
W e feed extra odds and ends in  th e  shape of M in istry  Officials and  our latest is a 
funeral party  ! O ur room  seats sixty-eight, so next week we shall have a t least 
tw o shifts. Food supplies are fairly good and w hat the  S tates shop cannot 
provide th e  M in istry  o f Food get from  G uernsey, while the  A rm y sergeant-cook 
is a staunch supporter. T h e  local rationing arrangem ents and  fuel 
supplies are going slowly so th a t a lthough  people are re-housed the  m ajority 
still get all m eals here. M rs. Scollick and M iss H u dson  regularly  look 
after th e  hospital w hich we have now  supplied  w ith our equipm ent and scrounged 
the  rest. T h ey  have checked all th e  m edical stores, and only w ait for a patient. 
Anyone of any rank  near us in  th e  m orning comes in for elevenses. L ast night 
we d id  m anage to  have o u r first party— a house w arm ing. W e had  a small orchestra 
and one o f th e  civilian girls sang. (I  was w rong to say “  one of th e  ”  as th e  average 
age according to the  censuses w hich, by  th e  way, we take as th e  policem an has 
no t arrived, is fifty-five.) W e had  over 120 m en and this will be a regular weekly 
affair, and we shall have one o ther special n igh t for games and th ings in  fu ture. 
T h e  place was packed b u t nobody m inded. W e discovered the  m en pressed their

7



uniform s, bry lled  ha ir and cleaned shoes for the  occasion. W e are now getting 
invitations to visit th e ir messes. I have worked out th e  C hristm as program m e w ith 
the  padre and E n tertainm ents Officer. T h is includes a variety  show and com m unity 
singing on two nights a t th e  cinem a in  w hich we shall participate  and decorate. 
W e are also com bining w ith  th e  troops in  a street carol pa rty  and a dance. On 
C hristm as D ay, if  we are no t too busy  feeding civilians, we hope to be able to  wait 
on th e  m en  in  th e ir  own messes. Som ewhere o r o th er we shall have our W VS 
Christm as party . W e have no t fixed this yet un til we see w hat children  come. 
W e are now  preparing  for F rid ay ’s party  w hich is due here  a t th e  crack of dawn 
on Saturday w hen bands will play and flags will fly. The G overnor is coming 
over again for th is affair, so w ith  all this it will be a busy tim e. W e have acquired 
a lo t o f extras and im provem ents to th is building, including an  A lsatian pup  w hich 
has been presented  to  us. Y esterday we re tu rn ed  from  th e  cam p to  find an 
enorm ous w hite and  red  sign over th e  door reading ‘ W VS H ead q u arters .’ ”

(M iss Streatfield, one of the  team , tells us of th e ir C hristm as festivities.)
“  F irs t o f all, th a t they  dressed the church. (T h e  church  th a t had  been em ptied 

o f sim ply everything by the  G erm ans : no light, no  heat, no altar, the  place looked 
like a dreary barn . O rgan pipes cut, no foot-stools, no proper chairs, only odd 
ones.)

“  The W VS p u t a big C hristm as tree on the  floor and lighted it from  below w ith 
all th e  candles to  be had in th e  island, viz. seventy, and decorated th e  tree  and  the 
church  entirely  w ith  little  silver and green trees sent ou t by W V S H Q  and holly 
also sent ou t at th e  same tim e.

“ People w ere so m oved th a t they  w ept, for they  all loved th e ir church. W VS 
p u t holly crosses, beautifully  m ade, on th e  graves o f th e  F ren ch  and  R ussian 
slave-workers and A m erican and E nglish graves. T h ere  was an im m ense 
C hristm as pa rty  for all the  children , forty-one of them , w ith a F a th e r C hristm as, 
iced cake, presents for everyone and carol singing. T h ere  was also comic 
folk-dancing, two W V S, two soldiers, two W VS dressed as A lderney w om en and two 
soldiers dressed as A lderney m en earnestly folk-dancing to  everyone else’s joy.”

The  Rangoon Club
“ I  H O P E  you all realise how trem endously  your gifts from  hom e are appreciated  : 

and it has m ade all the  difference to  W VS out here having th e  gifts from  hom e, 
w hich have produced  really lovely clubs and canteens for th e  m e n ; for un til we 
received these gifts we were entirely  dependent on th e  m oney and  equipm ent 
we received from  th e  Arm y. W e have been given a very nice building for this 
R A F C lub, full o f trem endous possibilities ; at th e  m om ent th e  engineers are 
working on it, a Chinese contractor is busy w ith  th e  decorations and a Chinese 
carpen ter in  R angoon is m aking th e  fu rn itu re . T h e  rest o f th e  fu rn itu re  has to 
be bought in C alcutta , as it is im possible to  buy furnishings or crockery in  R angoon. 
T h e  C lub is near th e  m ain R angoon airfield w hich is about seven or eight miles 
from  th e  centre o f the  tow n and in ra ther an  isolated place. I t  is needed there  for 
the  large n u m b er o f m en up there  and because tran sp o rt difficulties are such that 
it w ould be im possible for th e  m en to get into R angoon at n igh t for any recreation. 
So you see how  trem endously  th e  m en will enjoy w hat you are giving them . A 
plaque com m em orating th e  gift will be erected in  a p rom inent place in  th e  C lub, 
and  if  you w ould like any of th e  room s called after th e  counties o f your Region 
do w rite and tell us. D o please convey to  all your m em bers o u r very real thanks ; 
I  know th a t i t  is th ro u g h  all their hard  w ork th a t this C lub for R A F , R angoon, has 
been m ade possible.”  Region 2 has collected £2372 for th is C lub , entirely  from  
C entres who realised th e  need, and therefore m ade th e  contributions from  local 
undertakings.

Broadcast by J. J. W. Buckley
(Broadcast by J. J. W . Buckley, M anager, N A A F I  Club, Aberdeen, in the Series 

“  The W ay W e L ived ’)

“ G O O D  evening, everybody ! I  will try  to portray  to you the  day-to-day life lived 
by th e  m em bers and staff of th is C lub. N A A F I realised th e  great necessity 

for a Forces club and decided to create th is m agnificent effort here. T h e  param ount 
factor was to  give good food, shelter and the  com forts o f  hom e to the  large
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num bers o f the  Forces in  tran s it betw een the  N orth , Shetland and  Orkney. You 
will learn  as I  talk  to you how  it has succeeded. I t  is used daily by your own sons 
and daughters and also by  troops from  Canada, A ustralia, N ew  Zealand, India, 
Ceylon, South  and C entral Africa, W est Indies and, as guests o f this happy family, 
by th e  Forces o f the  U n ited  States. M any of these overseas troops are visiting 
this lovely countryside for the  first, and, we hope, no t for the  last, tim e. L e t m e 
take you on a tour.

“  W hen  you enter you see a large com fortable lounge w ith a m odern  kiosk, where 
m em bers can purchase cosm etics, toilet requisites, cigarettes, souvenirs, books 
and  so on. Also on  th is floor are hairdressing-salons, showers, baths, ironing- 
room s, fully equ ipped  and staffed. O n the  left the  Inform ation  B ureau is staffed 
by  th e  W VS who give u n tiring  service. T h ey  answer m any varied questions, and 
here  are a few exam ples : A soldier m issed his wife at th e  station— could W VS 
trace  he r ? I am  glad to say two hours later she was found. An airm an flown hom e 
from  th e  East owing to th e  dangerous illness o f his m other in  Orkney— he had  no t 
seen her for four years— requested  W VS to ring  the  hospital in O rkney to ascertain 
i f  his m other was still alive. T h e  telephone message revealed the  fact th a t not 
only was his m other alive b u t had  been flown to  hospital in  A berdeen. T h ey  
w ere re -u n ited  just in tim e. T h e  soldier who sent W VS m oney to deliver a super 
b unch  of flowers to his young wife, as his baby son was six m onths old. H is wife 
h ad  done a m arvellous job under difficult circum stances—he w anted  to  show his 
appreciation. A sailor who, owing to  a sudden recall to sea, was unable to  m eet 
his m otherless children. T h ey  were m et, fed and placed on th e  tra in  for hom e. 
T h en  there  are questions of accom m odation, travel enquiries, R ed Cross service, 
th ea tre  reservations, hospitality , welfare problem s of all kinds. M otor-coach tours 
are  also organised to places o f great historical in terest th roughout this p ictu resque 
countryside. E ach coach carries its own voluntary  courier who is well versed in  
local traditions. Believe m e, these couriers answer batteries o f questions during  
the  tour.

“  W e now move on to a w ell-appointed reading- and w riting-room . T h is  lovely 
room  w ith  its divans and arm chairs, individual w riting-desks and subdued 
lighting is in  constant use. H ere, alm ost m ore than  anywhere in the  C lub , personal 
contact is m ade w ith the  individual. M any problem s are solved and guidance is 
given. U psta irs, we now  find ourselves in a spacious restauran t. T h e  small 
tables, seating four, are gay w ith  flowers and cloths m atching th e  dual colour 
schem es of this lovely room . A staff o f waitresses are ever ready to a ttend  to the  
constant stream  of m em bers. E n tering  the  kitchens one realises : H ere is the  heart 
o f th e  C lub. T h e  equipm ent is m odern , the  cooks, bakeresses and staff all 
con tribu ting  tow ards ‘ th e  way we live.’ Leaving the  kitchens, on we go to  the  
concert- and ballroom  w here from  a flood-lit stage m any local concert parties and 
dance bands give u n to ld  pleasure to  our m em bers. H ere on Sundays the  Forces 
hold the  series called ‘ Forces F avourites,’ a show w hich they  them selves weekly 
devise and produce. I can assure you this is extrem ely popular. W e end each 
Sunday evening w ith com m unity hym n singing and epilogue led by th e  Forces 
chaplain.

“  Before closing this rapid  to u r perm it me to say that thousands o f the Forces have 
used this C lub. T h e  large num ber o f unsolicited appreciations, bo th  from  hom e 
and overseas, are sufficient testim ony for the  troops to have adopted  the  nam e 
‘ Scotland’s Fam ous Forces C lub .’ I t  is a glowing trib u te  and rew ard  to a w onder
fu l staff whose one aim  is to be o f service to those who serve. G ood n ig h t.”

Civil Defence Exhibition
T H E R E  is to be a Civil Defence E xhibition  a t the  Im perial W ar M useum  in 

June. W VS have been asked to  produce any original posters, m odels, 
photographs or any o ther item s o f in terest dating back to the  beginning of the 
war o r even earlier.

C entre Organisers will be circularised to ask w hat they  can produce and /or what 
th ey  can rem em ber o f th e ir earliest W VS efforts. M eanw hile, perhaps they  w ould 
sta rt looking and thinking back, to revive m em ories o f days past and excitem ents 
th a t w ould be of interest for W V S records.
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F o o d  N e w s

T H IS  is the  tim e of year w hen severe colds and ’flu attack the  less fortunate. It 
m ay be useful, therefore, to  give you a few recipes for the  sick. I t  is always wise 

to  rem em ber, in  p reparing  meals for anyone w ho is sick, and particularly  a child, 
th a t only small quantities should be offered, food should be served as appetisingly 
and  invitingly as possible. T h e  best china, a flower tucked in to  th e  napkin , a p re tty  
tray  and an  em broidered  cloth all help to encourage the  invalid’s appetite.

W e are also giving you a recipe in  w hich you can use one of th e  fru it squashes 
w hich are fo rtunately  in  good supply. D o rem em ber also th a t w hen a dish  is 
supposed to  be ho t, it should  be served ho t, really hot, and  w hen a d ish  is m eant 
to  be  cold, it should  be  very cold indeed.

SO U PS
White Vegetable S o u p . Ingredients : 1 small c a r ro t; 1 small o n io n ; 1 small 

tu rn ip ; 1/2 leek ; 1 stick celery ; 1 1/2 pt. w ater ; 1/2 pt. m ilk ; 1 oz. flour ; 1 oz. f a t ; 
1/2 small bay le a f ; seasoning.

M ethod : M elt th e  fat in  saucepan, slice th e  vegetables and p u t in to  fat. Cook 
th e  vegetables b u t do no t let th em  b urn . A dd th e  bay leaf and w ater and cook 
un til vegetables are tender. M ix the  flour and m ilk together, p o u r in to  saucepan 
an d  boil for a few m inutes to  cook th e  flour, stewing carefully. T ake  ou t th e  bay 
leaf, add  th e  salt and th e  soup is ready.

Potato Soup. Ingredients : 1 1/2 lb. potatoes; 1 stick celery; a few spring 
onions ; a little leek ; 2 pt. vegetable water and white stock ; 2 level tablespoonfuls 
household milk ; seasoning ; 2 tablespoonfuls chopped parsley.

M ethod : Scrub, peel and slice the  potatoes. Place th em  in  th e  boiled salted 
stock and cook w ith  the  lid on till quite  soft. R ub  th rough  a sieve and m ash well 
w ith  a wooden spoon. M ix th e  m ilk to  a sm ooth cream  w ith  a little  w ater, re-heat, 
add  parsley and  serve im m ediately.

Beef T ea. Ingredients : 1/2 lb. lean b e e f ; 1/2 pt. cold w ater ; p inch  o f salt.
M ethod : Rem ove all skin and  fat from  th e  m eat and  cut into slices. Stew 

each slice and  soak in  a china jug w ith  the  cold w ater and salt for 1/4 hour. Cook 
in  slow oven for 2 hours. S tra in  and rem ove fat— season and serve ho t w ith  toast.

Creamed H erring Roes. M ethod : W ash roes and stew in  a little  m ilk for 
5 to  10 m inutes. M ash  w ith  a fork. A dd 1 level teaspoonful o f flour m ixed to  a 
paste w ith  a teaspoonful o f m ilk. Cook u n til thickened.

M ilk Pudding. Ingredients: 1  1/2 to  2 oz. c e re a l; 5 level tablespoonfuls 
H ousehold m ilk ; 1 p t. w ater ; 1 level tablespoonful sugar ; 1/2 oz. m argarine.

M ethod : R econstitu te th e  dried  m ilk w ith th e  water. W ash th e  cereal and 
p u t in to  a greased pie dish. P o u r over th e  reconstitu ted  milk. A dd  the  sugar. 
D o t w ith  m argarine. Bake in  a slow oven for 1 to 1  1/2 hours.

Jelly (m ade w ith orange, lem on and grapefru it squash). Ingredients : 3/4 pt. 
ho t w ater w ith sufficient squash  to flav o u r; or 3 to  4 tablespoonfuls extra fru it 
juice from  bottled  f r u i t ; 1 to  1 1/2 tablespoonful extra fru it juice from  bottled  f r u i t ; 
1 to  1 1/2 tablespoonful pow dered gelatine.

M ethod : A dd sufficient squash  or fru it juice to flavour to  th e  ho t (not boiling) 
water. S tir gelatine in  thoroughly  and add a little sugar if  necessary. P our into 
individual m oulds, or glass, and leave to  set.

Junket with Dried M ilk. 6 level tablespoonfuls dried m ilk; 3/4 pt. warm 
water ; 1 level tablespoonful sugar ; a little vanilla and other flavouring; rennet 
according to instructions on the bottle.

M ethod : R econstitu te th e  m ilk in  th e  w arm  (not hot) water. P u t in to  a double 
saucepan or in  a basin over boiling water. A dd sugar and  any flavouring liked. 
M ake ho t to  blood heat. P o u r into glass dish. A dd the  rennet, stirring  quickly 
and gently. Leave to  set.

Caramel Custard. Ingredients : 4 level tablespoonfuls sugar, 2 tablespoonfuls 
w ater= caram el ; 4 dried  eggs (reco n stitu ted ); 1 pt. m ilk ; 1 level tablespoonful 
sugar ; flavouring.

M ethod : M ake a caram el by boiling together th e  sugar and w ater till a dark 
brow n caramel is obtained. L ine  several small individual m oulds w ith th e  caramel. 
Beat eggs and sugar together very thoroughly. Boil th e  m ilk and pour it on  the 
eggs, gradually  stirring  well all the  tim e. P our th is in to  th e  lined  m oulds and 
place them  in a shallow pan o f cold (or hot) water. Bake in  a m oderate hot oven 
un til set.

Note. Bake the m ixture as soon as it is m ixed. D o not allow it to  stand.
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C e n tre  F la s h e s
T H E R E  have been 5469 attendances of

W VS m em bers a t th e  W alton H ospital, 
L iv e rp o o l, during  th e  past year, and  they  
are  still helping.

A R oad Safety dem onstration was held 
a t th e  W VS office at D riffield  resulting 
in  over 600 children  being enrolled in 
th e  league of th e  N SPA .

B u x to n  W VS Store closes a fter helping 
nearly 7000 b litzed families w ith  fu rn itu re , 
etc ., during  th e  twelve m onths th a t it has 
been open.

B e rk sh ire ’s C ounty O rganiser sends us 
a m otto for the  N ew  Year :

“  H ats off to  the  Past 
Coats off to  the  F u tu re .”

W VS are continuing to ru n  the  In 
form ation C entre  at W in c h e s te r  for a 
fu rth er six m onths, as th e  M ayor-elect 
has perm itted  them  to retain  their 
p resent offices.

Statistics sent from  the  A xbridge 
R u ra l  Food Preservation C entre show 
th a t th e ir past results o f the  fru it and 
vegetable canning tests stand at th e  high 
figure o f 93 per cent.

M em bers in  Sedgfield have un d er
taken to look after th e  war graves there , 
including those of G erm ans brought 
dow n in  enem y a irc ra f t; th e  grass is 
kep t clipped, flowers p lanted  and  general 
upkeep m aintained.

Chocolate and m ilk pow der is being 
d istribu ted  to th e  school children  of E ly , 
and  th e  C entre O rganiser is suggesting 
to  th e  teachers th a t they  ask each child 
to  bring  books for th e  D rive as a quid 
pro quo.

T h e  headm aster o f a public  school 
urgen tly  appealed to  W VS for help  in 
th e  kitchens o f his school a t B radfie id . 
T h e  C entre O rganiser found  tem porary  
w orkers for a fo rtn igh t and herself 
w orked th ere  four evenings a week.

A lk m a a r  m em bers o f th e  U n ion  of 
W om en V olunteers (N etherlands W VS) 
have agreed to  send about twelve girls 
o r  w om en to help th e  wives o f B ath w ith 
th e ir household tasks, and to be Fem ale 
A m bassadors o f F riendship.

T h e  C ounty  B orough O rganiser of 
P re s to n  has becom e jointly responsible 
fo r a house being tu rn ed  in to  six flats 
an d  furnished. T h ey  have been let to 
six families o f serving m en and ex- 
Servicem en, and th e  ven ture  is proving 
m ost successful.

W hen  F ield M arshal Sir B ernard 
M ontgom ery received the  freedom  of

M aid en h ead  he congratulated the C entre 
O rganiser on the  work of W VS during  
the  war years. T w enty  m em bers served 
luncheon at the  G uildhall to th e  F ield 
M arshal and 150 guests.

T h e  D eputy  C entre O rganiser o f 
N o rth  Shields w ent to  Bergen Quay to 
say “ farewell ”  to  seven Norw egian 
families re tu rn ing  to  N orw ay. T h e  
Norw egian Consul expressed his apprecia
tion  of this friendly gesture and of the  
help given by W VS during  th e ir stay in 
England.

S h re w sb u ry ’s appeal for gifts for the  
people o f Z u tp h en  in H olland has been 
a huge success. C lothing, toys, house
hold goods and m oney (collected and 
spent in  useful goods) have been sent in  
forty-six  crates, each weighing betw een 
five and six tons, and th a t is hard ly  one- 
quarter of w hat is still to go.

T h e  “  Accom m odation D epartm en t ” 
ru n  by W VS in P o r tsm o u th  CB is 
working as hard  as ever, counting m any 
successes to its credit. T h e  R T O  often 
telephones requests direct to the  office, 
and the Service chaplains ask help w ith 
their welfare cases; th e  schem e is proving 
th e  greatest possible help to  Servicemen 
and th e ir families arriving in  th e  town.

B rid g ew ate r reports th a t one of their 
foster-m others had occasion to  go to 
L o ndon , so though t she w ould visit her 
evacuees to make sure they  were well 
and happy. She found  them  looking 
w hite and m iserable living w ith  ten  adults 
and o ther children in two ro o m s; their 
m other ou t at w ork all day, and the 
children  expected to spend the  day in 
th e  cinema. T h e  evacuee children  are 
now back in  B ridgew ater w ithout the  two 
new  suits and th e  set of underw ear, etc., 
and  the  £1  each th a t had  been sent w ith 
th em  to London.

Sussex  appreciates a charm ing gesture 
from  th e ir C ounty H o sp ita l:

“ T o  recognise th e  outstand ing  help 
received during  th e  w ar from  the  
W om en’s V oluntary Services th e  Board 
of the  Royal Sussex H ospital have 
decided to nam e in  perpetu ity  a bed in 
the  H ospital ‘ W VS Bed.’ I t  becam e,” 
says th e  Board, “  alm ost custom ary for the  
H ospital to tu rn  w ith full confidence to 
th e  W V S w hen some em ergency arose 
th a t could no t be m et th rough  the  ordinary 
ch an n e ls; and despite th e  m any and 
varied character of th e  calls m ade, the 
H ospital invariably received im m ediate, 
practical and willing response from  the 
W om en’s V oluntary Services.”

11



W V S  have now  taken over from  th e  D uchess o f N orth u m b erlan d ’s C om forts 
F u n d  the  d istribu tion  of w edding dresses for the  A T S . T h e  C hairm an 

has received a message of thanks from  H er M ajesty the  Q ueen, thanking W VS 
for the  assistance w hich has been given to the  A T S  C om forts F u n d  in  the  past.

“ N ow  th a t th e  C om forts F u n d  for th e  A T S  is closing down, th e  Q ueen, as 
P a tron , has com m anded m e to  convey to you and the  m em bers of the  W om en’s 
V oluntary  Services H er M ajesty’s w arm  and grateful thanks for th e  m agnificent 
way in  w hich they  have supported  th e  F u n d  during  th e  war.

“  T h e  Q ueen knows w hat sym pathy and kind-heartedness p rom pted  such 
splendid w ork, and H er M ajesty is happy to  th ink  of th e  m any w arm  and lasting 
friendships w hich have been m ade betw een the  k ind  donors to th e  F u n d  and the 
m any thousands o f girls in  th e  A T S  w ho w ere recipients o f th e  practical and m ost 
welcom e gifts sent to the  Fund.

“ T h e  Q ueen bids m e add th a t th e  generous help given by the  W om en’s V oluntary 
Services has been b o th  a com fort and a joy to  officers and auxiliaries, a t hom e and 
overseas, who will never forget all th a t has been done for th em  during  the  past 
years o f harsh  w arfare.”

A . T .  S .  W e d d i n g ,  D r e s s e s

Fuel Flash
H AVE you found  out any m ore tips fo r saving fuel ? I f  you have do send them  

to the  D om estic F ro n t D epartm en t at H eadquarters. W e have received 
one you m ight like to  try  out. I f  you have an “ Ideal ”  boiler or any sim ilar slow- 
com bustion stove try  p u tting  in em pty tins instead of fuel. You m ust w ait until 
the  fire is going well and then  p u t in  th e  tins. T h ey  th row  out a good heat and can 
be used over and over again un til holes appear in  them . T h is has been tried  out, 
and qu ite  a considerable saving of fuel has been effected.

Vitamins
IF you’re prone to dyspepsia, vertige or chills,

I f  you’re sniffy, congested or th ro ttled ,
R em em ber w e’ve M illions of vitam in pills, 
D elightfully  coloured (and bottled).
T h ey ’re gifts from  our friends who live over the  seas, 
A nd  each w ar-w eary W VS m em ber 
W ho feels just a soupcon of give at the  knees 
C an apply for them  N ow . So Remember !
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