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O U R  N EW  E D IT O R  -

W E L C O M E
M rs V i P rice  was a senior 
member of Prem ises D epart­
ment for 17 years and is 
well known to many members 
throughout the country.

She brings w ith her many 
talents - some hidden - such 
as an ab ility  to speak the 
Welsh language fluently.

M rs  P rice  is now much 
involved in her Church  and 
local com m unity in Welton, 
L inco lnsh ire  and we are 
gratefu l to her for accepting 
this new role.

Chairm an
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1st October 1984

Dear Member,

You  m ay think it strange that my 
letter has taken several weeks to reach you 
but of course we have to allow  for printing 
and despatch by courtesy of Headquarters 
Prin ting  Departm ent to whom we owe much 
for their continued interest and expertise.

I have just returned from  a 
delightful reunion in Nottingham  held at the 
U n ive rsity  Hospital, Queens M ed ical Centre.
We were privileged to meet there because of 
the vast amount of W RV S hospital canteen 
work carried out by some 250 members seven 
days a week. The A rea  Health Authority  
Cha irm an spoke w arm ly about the service 
and the thoroughness w ith which W RV S viewed 
new jobs.

M eetings such as these throughout the 
country are rich in friendship and im m ensely 
stim ulating to all who like m yse lf are still 
mobile!

Reunions however always make me 
conscious of those members who though active

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  C H A IR M A N
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in mind are housebound or nearly so and the 
P resident 's  rem arks at our Annual General 
M eeting stressed the A sso c ia t ion 's  welfare and 
caring aspect. Recently  we have been able 
to assist two members through the W RV S 
Benevolent Trust. In one case, using great 
initiative, a member traced someone with 
whom everyone had lost contact. M rs  X, 
now aged 82, is in a P sych iatric  Hospital in 
a ge ria tric  unit with few v isito rs but in her 
prime she gave yeoman service over many 
years. We hope the g ift from  the Trust may 
bring her some pleasure and comfort.

The A ssoc ia tion  w ill be represented 
at the W R V S  R a lly  to be held in London 
shortly and in Decem ber I shall join A sso c ­
iation members in Northum bria for their 
Caro l Service  at St. N icholas Cathedral, 
Newcastle. W hilst I am not always able to 
accept invitations to v isit you, I do enjoy 
hearing from  you and the varying ways in 
which you continue to work and play, the 
secret of a contented mind.

I send you every possible good wish 
for health and happiness and look forward 
to seeing many of you at our next Annual 
General Meeting. D o  make a note of the 
date now!.

Helena Foster 
Chairm an
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A  new broom, they say, is supposed to sweep clean 
and I im agine you w ill all be watching, perhaps 
critica lly, to see what I, as the new Ed itor of the 
W VS/W RVS News, am going to do. W hilst I do, 
of course, have some ideas and plans that I should 
like to follow, I am very dependent upon your 
support in the form  of contributions, suggestions, 
yes, and crit ic ism  for any success I m ay have in the 
presentation of our A sso c ia t ion 's  journal. A  new 
broom is only as good as the sum of the individual 
bristles!

I look forward to receiv ing your reactions to the 
new form at which I hope you w ill find easier to 
handle and read - along with any ideas which you 
think may be included in the future. I am indeed 
conscious of the responsib ility I have accepted and 
w ill do my very best to justify your confidence.
Thank you for the m any m essages of good luck 
which I have received.

1984 has come and nearly gone w ith Christm as only 
a m atter of weeks away so that the time is again 
approaching when loneliness or physical and emotional 
problems are highlighted and there is sadness 
som etim es where there should be joy. Our A ssoc ia tion  
cares and tries very hard to bring friendship and 
happiness particu larly  at this time of the year.

SO  M A Y  I W ISH  Y O U  A L L  A  V E R Y  H A P P Y  C H R IS T M A S  

A N D  A  C A R IN G ,  S H A R IN G  N EW  Y E A R .

Editor

A MESSAGE F R O M  THE EDITOR
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Our President, M rs  Shenfield, has asked Associa tion  
m em bers to join W R V S  in an appeal for all types of 
bab ies’ new or nearly new laundered cloth ing and 
soft toys. Layette s for use in m aternity hospitals 
are much needed and it is a lm ost im possible to buy 
nappies in Poland! Here are some details for 
guidance:

Cotton or Kn itted  Vests, length 10", chest 16".
N ightgowns, 23" long (not nylon).
Dresses, 18" long (not nylon).
Shaw ls or Cot Blankets, white or coloured,

36" x 36".
Terry Tow elling Nappies and pins.

D istribution  is through the Rom an Catho lic  Convents 
and our link is Ockenden Venture with whom we have 
worked in the past. Your A rea  Representative  will 
tell you about collecting points at W R V S  Centres.

S A V E  T H E  C H IL D R E N

M any members w ish to continue kn itting bab ies’ vests 
and your m agnificent response of over 6,000 last year 
was greatly  appreciated by the Fund. The Overseas 
Supplies O fficer, speaking at our Annual General 
Meeting, asked if we would make larger vests 
(increasing the number of stitches and decreasing 
accordingly) and also simple unisex garm ents for which 
we hope to let you have patterns. These are to fit 
children from  1 to 3 years of age.

The Fund 's  overseas w orkers are m aking tremendous 
e ffo rts to stem  the daily death toll of young children 
from  m alnutrition and disease and helping the fam ilies 
liv ing  in terrible conditions. You  can rest assured that 
their experienced and sk illed  adm inistration makes the 
best use of all money and m aterial gifts.

P L E A S E  D O  W H A T  Y O U  C A N  
TO  H E L P  T H E S E  P R O J E C T S

AID TO POL A N D
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R E -U N IO N  A N D  A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T IN G  1984 

held at the C iv ic  Hall, Pudsey 

on Tuesday, 12th June 1984

What a very happy m eeting this was, and what a 
welcom e we received! Was our journey really worth 
it ?  It certa in ly  was.

A  full report of the m eeting will, of course, be 
contained in the M inutes but I think it is significant, 
and indeed encouraging, that the outstanding success 
of the Re-un ions at both B irm ingham  and Pudsey 
(Leeds) has proved in itial doubts to be w ithout found­
ation as far as choice of venue is concerned. The 
credit for this must be given in no sm all measure to 
the local teams whose e ffic ient organisation and 
delicious catering was typical o f the high W RVS 
standards - our gratefu l thanks to them.

The afternoon session was interesting and varied as 
we were fortunate to have our President, M rs  Barbara 
Shenfield to speak to us and we are grateful to her 
for her support and real interest in the Association.

M rs M argaret B raslis was our next speaker and in 
thanking our A ssoc ia tion  for the m agnificent knitting 
e ffo rts of its members, she assured us that every 
precious garm ent W ILL  reach its intended destination 
and w ill help to ease the su ffe ring of so many tiny 
babies and toddlers whose plight is heart-breaking.

It was lovely to hear the voice of M rs  G race  M acDona ld  
from  over the border. Under her leadership the 
Scottish  A ssoc ia tion  was gradually increasing its 
m em bership and a number of social gatherings had 
taken place; particu larly  successful was the Bridge 
C lub - an indication that each group planned its 
program m e to meet the w ishes and interests of that 
locality.

The final cup of tea helped us on our way in happy 
mood and looking forw ard to the next time.
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R E -U N IO N  & A G M  1985 

w ill be held at

H O L Y  T R IN IT Y  C H U R C H  H A L L ,  B R O M P T O N  R O A D ,

L O N D O N ,  SW7

on Tuesday, 4th June 1985

A N  IM P O R T A N T  N O T E  F O R  Y O U R  D IA R Y !

Nom inations for com mittee, in writing, not later than 
1st April, please.
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S U B S C R IP T IO NS

Mem bers who pay their subscriptions annually are reminded 
that payment for 1985 is due in January (or earlier, if 
you wish!).

P L E A S E  A C C E P T  T H IS  A S  A  R E M IN D E R

In 1984 it was necessary to send out several hundred 
rem inders which, at 12 1/2p a time (now 13p) considerably 
reduced our funds. Mem bers who pay by banker's order 
should, of course, take no action.

Treasurer

*  *

 A R E A  R E P O R T S

Y O U R  C O -O P E R A T IO N  W O U LD  BE  
G R E A T L Y  A P P R E C IA T E D  IN  E N S U R IN G  

T H A T  R E P O R T S  F O R  IN C L U S IO N  IN  
T H E  M A Y  1985 "N E W S " R E A C H  T H E

 E D IT O R  N O T  L A T E R  T H A N  

 31st J A N U A R Y  1985 
*  *

" A  P E O P L E 'S  W A R "

The fo llow ing is a copy of a letter received from  
M a ry  Fox, P rogram m e Secretary, Docum entary 
Departm ent, Tham es Television and speaks for itself:

"The docum entary department of Tham es Television 
are starting their research for a program m e to 
be entitled, "A  Peop le 's  W ar". N ine tenths of 
the population of Great B rita in  remained 
civ ilians throughout the war. Their story - 
and that of the society they created - deserves 
to be fu lly told.
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I understand that the next issue of your "N ew s" is 
due in Novem ber and I would be very grateful if 
you could mention this project. We would like people 
to contact us with their m em oirs and how they were 
affected in their lives.

The producers are R ichard  Broad and L iz  Neeson and
can be contacted at______________________________
We would be grateful for any help you can give us".

(Editor - I am quite sure that many of our members 
have some very interesting stories to tell - now is 
the time to tell them!)

W R V S  R A L L Y  1984

" A  Friend in Deed"

Our A sso c ia t ion 's  Cha irm an and six m em bers were 
invited to represent us at the W R V S  R a lly  held at the 
B loom sbury Centre, London, on Thursday 18th 
October. An  am using address of welcome was given 
by the Lord  M ayor of London, Dam e M a ry  Donaldson C B E  
and the guest speaker was the R igh t Honourable 
Leon Brittan  Q C, M P, Hom e Secretary, who was 
generous in his praise of the work undertaken by W RV S 
and its im m ediate response to calls for help as they 
are received from  every direction. He referred 
particu larly  to one of our own members, M rs  Peggy 
A llison  from  whom he was interested to hear that she 
had joined W RV S 45 years ago as a bride of 24 and 
that, from  a mobile canteen sim ilar to the one she was 
dem onstrating, she had dispensed thousands of cups of 
tea, sandwiches, buns, etc., to grateful but weary 
soldiers, airmen, sa ilors and civ ilians engaged in the 
conflict of World War II. M rs  A llison  com es from  
Beverley and is still busy running a D ay  Centre  in a 
nearby village.

Another interesting v isito r to the R a lly  was M rs  Courte l 
who represented the W R V S  O rgan isation  in Portugal
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whose m em bership includes B ritish  residents and whose 
welfare work is expanding along much the same lines 
as our own.

M rs Shenfield read a m essage received from  W RV S 
President, Queen E lizabeth  The Queen Mother, sending 
greetings and best wishes for a successful Rally.

B IR T H D A Y  H O N O U R S  L IS T  1984

The names of the follow ing W R V S  M em bers appear 
in the B irthday Honours L is t  1984.

M B E

M rs Frances M. SM IT H
D iv isiona l Em ergency Services Adviser, South East SE1 

M rs  M argaret W H IT SO N
County  Organiser, Cum bria  NW1

M iss  M a ry  A D A M S O N
Adm in istrato r W RV S Services W elfare Overseas Hong

Kong

B E M

M rs Rosem ary B U R R O W S
D istr ic t  Staff, W orksop M ID 2

M rs M argaret A. D IC K S O N
M etropolitan Organiser, W irral NW 4

M rs M argaret J. H A W K IN S
D istr ic t  Organiser, Exm outh SW2

M rs H ilda M IL L E R
D istr ic t  Organiser, Wealden SE1

M rs M a ry  G. N O R F O L K -B R O W N
Loca l Organiser, B rid lington N E3

F O R  S E R V IC E S  TO  T H E  C O M M U N IT Y

M B E

M rs Honour M .M . T A Y L O R
Member, Blandford, D orse t SE2

M rs Joan A  K IR B Y
Joint County Organiser, Ham pshire SE2
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P R O M O T IN G  T H E  -W VS/W RVS A S S O C IA T IO N

How good it is during the prime of life  to be busy, 
useful and needed, responding to ca lls on our time 
with energy and a sense of purpose. This is 
particu larly  true, I think, of those who belong to a 
voluntary, caring organisation such as the W RVS.
There is a very special sort of fu lfilm ent when one 's 
sk ills and energy are directed to the task of helping 
those who need support. The energy released whilst 
engaged on such work seems to come in abundance 
to meet the demands made upon us.

The time we all dread, surely, is when, due to sickness, 
in firm ity  or age, we are no longer able to take part 
in these service  activities. The loss of purpose, 
the m issing o f com panionship of like-m inded people, 
the consciousness of no longer fu lfilling  a useful role 
in life is most unwelcome and can som etim es lead to 
lonely and unhappy lives.

The aim  of the W VS/W RVS Associa tion  is to help 
m aintain contact and to provide the occasions for 
continuing or renewing the friendships form ed 
during more energetic days. Social gatherings of 
even a sm all number of members provide the 
opportunity in rem iniscing, recalling shared adventures 
and even dramas. M any of the W VS/W RVS members 
recently retired or about to do so were very involved 
in our war e ffort and its afterm ath and have many 
stories to exchange and a feeling of "belonging" is 
revived.

This is all very well, but unless our retired and 
retiring members are aware of the purpose of the 
Association, or even of its existence, they are 
deprived of the opportunites. Le t us all, therefore, 
follow  the W RV S theme for 1984 and become 
"Friends in Need" and hence "Friends in Deed" taking 
every opportunity to promote our A ssoc ia tion  by all 
means available to us - by sim ply ta lk ing about it, by 
seeking out our form er colleagues, by m aking sure
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that no-one is overlooked or forgotten, by writing 
letters or artic les in Parish  M agazines and the 
like. M any new members have been discovered 
through the publicity given to the appeals for little 
vests and other tiny garm ents for the Poland and 
for the Save the Children Fund. The response has 
been beyond our w ildest dreams and everyone 
participating has been grateful for the opportunity of 
helping to relieve the suffering of helpless babies.
In so doing they, themselves, have "d iscovered" the 
W VS/W RVS Assoc ia tion  and are now enjoying the 
"togetherness" it offers. Join us, you w ill be made 
most welcome. Help us to help each other.

O U R  P R E S E N T  M E M B E R S H IP  IS N E A R IN G  3,000 

T H E  P O T E N T IA L  IS F A R  G R E A T E R !
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O B IT U A R Y

We are indeed sorry to learn that the fo llow ing
members have died since publication of the last
Newsletter:

M rs  B. Row ntree - Sunderland
M rs. H. O rr - Lancashire
M rs  E.M . Bolton - Tyne & Wear
M rs A .X . M ilton, B E M  - Tyne & Wear
M rs J.S. Shuttlew orth - Kent
M iss  D. Matthew  - London
Hon. M rs  Low ther, M B E  - Sussex
M iss  M .M . Hodges - London
M rs V .N .C . K isb y  - Headquarters
M rs O. Bellam y - Cheshire
M rs F. Harrison  - Ham pshire
M iss  L .M . Thom pson - Coventry
M rs  K. W ilkinson - Surrey
M rs O.M. Dyke, M B E  - London
M rs A. Lew is - Wales (Clwyd)
M rs E.D . W ilkinson - Huntingdon
M iss  M. George - C a rd iff
M rs  M .F.M . M ason - Surrey
Princess W eikersheim  - O xford
M rs N.W. Taylor - W iltshire
M rs  G.S. A n stice  - W arw ickshire
M iss  M .O. G riffith s  - London
M rs O.W. Trum per - Kent
M rs O. Walsh - N. Yorksh ire
M rs Nora Tanner - W. Sussex
M rs  Edgar Jones - Avon
M rs A .M . Spibey - Lancash ire
M rs E.M . Sm ith - Cornw all
M iss  R. Gocher - W. Sussex
M iss  M. M urray  - Surrey
M rs D .A . Adam s - Dorset
M iss  Rona Lam b, M B E  - Devon
M rs M. G rater - Hertfordsh ire
M rs H.F. Hughes - Surrey
M iss  G.E. Owen, O B E  - G loucester
M rs  E. Russe ll, O B E  - Hertfordsh ire
M rs M. Stubbs - W arw ickshire
M rs R. W ilkinson - Sutton Coldfie ld
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M R S  A N N E  S P IB E Y  of Knuzden, Lancs, was the 
A ssoc ia tion 's  A rea  Representative  for North  West 
A rea  1 and her sudden death was a sad blow to the 
com mittee. M rs  Spibey enrolled in W VS in 1957 and 
received the Long Service  Medal in 1972. She was 
a founder member of the local Guide Dogs for the 
Blind.

M ISS  G W Y N O W EN, O B E  w ill be remembered 
particularly for her overseas welfare work serving 
in the M iddle East, at Benghazi and Cyrenaica, G H Q  
Canal Zone and as B A O R  Adm in istrato r for seven years. 
Joining in 1939, Gwyn was on Wales Reg ional Sta ff 
during the war years and after serving overseas became 
Head of Services W elfare at Headquarters until 1972. 
Mem bers in the London Region  w ill remember her as 
County of London Adm in istrato r from  1960-1965.

M ISS  M A R J E R Y  M. H O D GES, M B E  joined W VS in 
1946 w orking in the R eg istry  of which she was Head 
from  1952 to 1965 when she transferred to the 
Regional Departm ent where she worked until 1978. 
M arjery was awarded the M B E  in January 1964.
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S U M M A R Y  O F  R E P O R T S  R E A D  B Y  A R E A  
R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  A T  A G M  1984

S C O T L A N D

The summ er period was as usual a quiet one but a 
number of activ itie s are planned for the autumn.
The Scottish  section com m ittee m eeting was held 
in SH Q  on 8th October when Regions reported their 
activ itie s since we all met at the A G M  in April. 
Perhaps the outstanding event was an open day at 
West Balruddery Garden near Dundee. This 
garden, which belongs to one of our members was 
looking superb and the weather likewise. It was 
a pity that more m em bers d idn 't turn up to enjoy it.
A  sm all donation was sent to the Benevolent Trust 
from  the collection taken.

The challenge m atch between SH Q /Loth ian  and 
Strathclyde bridge clubs ended in a defeat for 
Strathclyde but they got a prize just the same. 
SH Q/Loth ian  w ill be getting a few more challenges 
when it is d iscovered you can 't lose.

Our Centra l Reg ion  must surely deserve a star for 
progress. They have increased their membership 
of eight to over forty in about one and a half 
years, and are still grow ing. They are full of 
ideas too - the main course at a reunion lunch 
last week was a large baked potato with a selection 
of fillings. Cheap, easy to serve, and enjoyed by all.

WA L E S

M rs M ow at said that she still found it d ifficu lt to 
interest retired W R V S  m em bers in joining the 
A ssociation. There was, however, a little  activ ity  
at W rexham  M aelor when members enjoyed a 
theatre outing to see "The New M oon " followed by
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a tea party with a beautifully decorated cake to 
celebrate the 24th birthday of the Llandegla  Darby 
and Joan Club. M rs M ow at wonders whether she 
is too old at 79 and asks for volunteers to step in. 
Any  o ffe rs?

L O N D O N  

N O R T H  A R E A

M rs Dow ning now has a m em bership of 33 who have 
produced 155 vests. Support from  A rea  O ffice  is 
being m aintained and its New sletter is circulated to 
all A ssoc ia tion  members. M eeting attended by 
Cha irm an arranged for June 14th.

S O U T H  E A S T  A R E A

M rs B lock reported steadily increasing membership - 
all kn itting vests. Program m e includes v isits to 
places of particu lar interest in each of the 6 
Boroughs in turn. The recent excursion to 
Berm ondsey was a huge success.

D IV IS IO NS

N O R T H  W EST. A rea  1.

M rs Spibey who, sadly, has since died, reported 
increased interest in the A ssoc ia tion  and hoped that 
"ge t-toge the rs" could be arranged.

N O R T H  W EST. A rea  2. G reater Manchester.

M rs  Head reported that M rs  Spriggs, A rea  Organiser, 
gave an interesting talk on the current work of 
W RV S at their recent Annual Re-union. M rs  Head 
was invited to say a few words about the A ssocia tion  
at a party in Rochdale  in honour of the award of 
the B.E.M . to M rs  Kathleen Arm strong, M etropolitan 
D istr ic t  Organiser. M rs  J.S. Stead, M.B.E., is 
having some success at Sa lford  and Worsley. A  
large number of vests have been knitted for the Save 
the Children Fund, 220 from  A ltrincham  and 
T im perley d istrict and when the final total is known
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it is hoped to have the figure announced in the 
press. A rea  membership is now 58 and still growing.

N O R T H  W EST. A rea  4 .

M rs Preston reports continued increase in membership 
and that regular "coffee  and chat" m eetings are held 
in d istricts having 20-25 members. Two groups 
have visited  the Liverpool Festiva l and more being 
planned. Transport is the main problem in this 
large area, as in so many others. A  very interesting 
letter from  a member recalls how she joined WVS 
fo llow ing her own in itiative  in form ing a voluntary 
group.

N O R T H  E A S T  D IV IS IO N . A rea  1. Northum bria.

M rs Sm urthw aite reported that 435 vests have been 
contributed by the A rea  in response to the C ha irm an 's  
appeal.

N O R T H  EA ST . A rea  3. Hum berside and L inco ln sh ire .

M rs James, too, finds transport and long distances 
to be the main problems in try ing to organise 
m eetings but in spite of these d ifficu ltie s many of 
the m em bers said, surprisingly "Oh, w e 'd  rather meet 
m em bers from  other d istricts - we see our local folk 
all the tim e!" M rs  Cooke is still busy in L incolnsh ire  
and M rs  Tom linson arranged transport when 14 
members from  the C ity  of Hull attended a pub lunch 
which they enjoyed so much that they have arranged 
to repeat the occasion. Over 30 m em bers from  
North  Hum berside met at the County  O ffice  by 
courtesy of the County Organiser, M rs  Barbara 
G illard, when it was agreed to establish a "k itty " to 
meet the group 's costs of postage, etc., each 
member contributing 50p. M eetings would take 
place on a m onthly basis.

A rea  m em bership had increased from  10 to 90 since 
the end of 1983, still increasing though a little  more 
slowly. O ver 100 very gay vests had been handed
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to the Save the Children Fund since M arch  and 
needles were still clicking.

N O R T H  EA ST . A rea  4. South Y o rk s M etropolitan  Counties.

M rs  Zeig ler reported that 20 m em bers had been 
enrolled in W akefield and 25 in Sheffield. A  
"ge t-together" at her home was attended by 29 
members from  the A rea  and W akefield and was 
most enjoyable.

M ID L A N D S  D IV IS IO N . A rea  1.

M rs W right reported that the Counties of Hereford- 
W orcester and W arw ickshire  had both held successful 
re-unions during the year and m em bers and friends 
had been kn itting enthusiastica lly  for the Save the 
Children Fund. It was hoped that the recently 
retired County O rgan iser would rekindle interest in 
Staffordshire  but, so far, no interest had been 
aroused in Shropshire.

M ID L A N D S  D IV IS IO N . A rea  2. East M id lands Counties.

M rs  Tyler conveyed a "good luck" m essage to the 
Cha irm an on her first A G M  from  members of 
Derbyshire, Le icestersh ire  and Nottingham shire.
An  extrem ely well-attended and enjoyable m eeting 
of Derbysh ire  members was recently held at 
Chesterfie ld. A fte r  a splendid luncheon and medal 
presentation by the President, entertainm ent was 
provided by their very own concert party. Other 
activ itie s include coffee, sherry and tea "ge t- 
togethers" and Le icestersh ire  m em bers visited  the 
C row n Derby W orks and organised other events.
A  very go-ahead County Representative  took 
advantage of a captive audience to enrol 16 members 
plus a secretary. There is a new group at Broxtowe 
and the R ushc liffe  D istr ic t  again received c iv ic  
greetings at their annual buffet. Coffee  m ornings 
could well develop into coffee clubs. Another
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highly successful luncheon was held at the 
C larendon College  of Further Education and the 
support of the vest project provided 130 vests from  
one senior member alone. A  3-counties luncheon 
is planned for Septem ber/October at Q ueen 's M ed ical 
Centre.

M ID L A N DS. A rea  3 .

M rs Kendrick  reported that only 3 of their 7 
M etropolitan  D istr ic ts  were active. W olverhampton 
group meets for tea or coffee and is lucky to have 
M rs  Thurwell who at 89 still plays an im portant role. 
Solihull members meet regularly and B irm ingham  
include coffee and lunch m eetings as well as winter 
and sum m er outings when 15 to 25 members attend. 
A fte r a lull, activ itie s w ill resume with a coffee 
m orning in October.

H O M E  C O U N T IE S / A N G L IA  D IV IS IO N . A rea  3.

M rs C laydon said that m em bership was increasing 
and that one group had produced a neat little  
"P rogram m e of D a te s" which includes talks on 
various topics, a straw berry tea, a p loughm an 's 
lunch, a dem onstration on the arrangem ent of dried 
flow ers and a festive  Christm as snack lunch.

In two counties donations were made to the A sso c ­
iation by hospital projects and a form er clothing 
worker regained her "purpose in life " when she found 
she could knit our little  vests and helped to produce 
a m agnificent total of 1,740 for the Area.

SO U T H  E A S T  D IV IS IO N . A rea  1.

M rs Cooke  reported that they had representatives 
in all their counties and new branches were being 
formed. A  successful reunion luncheon was held 
at the home of M rs  Banwell at Canterbury and she 
now had the East Kent branch under her wing.
The m eeting was attended by the County  Organiser,
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M rs J. Mudie and M rs  Z. Webster (Publicity). The 
next meeting, hosted by M rs  Caudw ell would include 
a talk on the work being carried out by W RV S today 
and it was hoped a press photographer would come 
along.

S O U T H  W EST. A rea  1.

M rs  Barker gave the follow ing interesting statistics:

M em bership  Vests Produced

Avon  County 56 800 +
G loucestershire  County 114 355 +
Som erset County 70
W iltsh ire  67 F igu res not available

Pattern for larger sizes being distributed also pattern 
for tiny frock easily  made from  scraps of le ft-over 
materials.

Re-un ions planned: W iltshire 13th June 1985.
G loucestershire  21st June 1985.

S U M M A R Y  O F  R E P O R T S  R E C E IV E D  F R O M  
A R E A  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  S IN C E  A GM.

N O R T H  W EST  D IV IS IO N . A rea  2.

M rs  Head reports that recently queries from  older 
members have been dealt with and that on 18th July 
A ltrincham  m em bers were invited to tea in 
M rs  P re ston 's  beautiful garden. On 22nd September 
their tw o-m onthly m eeting included a delightful talk 
by M rs  Brundrett of Bowden on the "A r t  of Laughter". 
The group has contributed vests and knitted square 
blankets to the Polish  venture.

M rs Joan Graham  of Bury held a lunch for members 
in her d istrict and plans another event this year.
M rs  Stead of Grum psall is busy prom oting the 
A ssoc ia tion  at Worsley, Eccles, Irlam, Pendlebury 
and Salford.
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N O R T H  W EST  D IV IS IO N . A rea  4 .

M rs Preston reports that sm all groups continue to 
meet and that their first summ er A rea  m eeting 
was held at a m em ber's home when 42 members 
attended, many for the first time, and it has been 
a pleasure to welcome one new particular new 
member who had returned to the A rea  after an 
absence of 25 years. M rs  Purdon is having 
considerable success in M acclesfie ld  and is 
holding inform al m eetings every three months.

N O R T H  E A S T  D IV IS IO N . A rea  1. Northum berland C ounty .

M rs Hughes reports growth in m em bership although 
d ifficu lt in this rural area. M any attended the 
service at Hexham  Abbey in June and the Ash ington 
group meets monthly. A rea  events included one 
at Raby  Castle  and a very enjoyable carol service 
at New castle  Cathedral.

N O R T H  E A S T  D IV IS IO N . A rea  2.

M rs. Newman, York, had the honour of being chosen 
to represent G reat B rita in  at the recent C iv il 
Defence m eeting in Germ any. Congratulations.

N O R T H  E A S T  D IV IS IO N , A rea  4.

Sheffie ld  D istr ic t  o f South Yorksh ire  meets b i-m onthly 
at the o ffice  with guest speakers. The Hon.
Secretary, M rs  Kathleen Turner, invites applications 
for membership.

M ID L A N D S  D IV IS IO N , A rea  2.

M rs  Tyle r reports that the h ighlight of their year 
was the reunion luncheon held at the Q ueen 's 
M ed ical Centre, U n ive rsity  of Nottingham  which 
was attended by 63 members from  Derbyshire, 
Le icestersh ire  and Nottingham shire. The chief 
guests were our Chairm an, M rs  Helena Foster, the 
A rea  Organiser, M rs  Ida Hobbs and M r E r ic  Poyser, 
Cha irm an of the Nottingham  A rea  Health Authority.
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M r Poyser thanked the Service  for its enorm ous help 
in so many ways and congratulated us on our 
professionalism  and forecast m any changes in the 
Health Service  in the next 10 years. A t  the m eeting 
M rs  Tyler was happy to announce the form ation of 
three new groups.

Bassetlaw  D istrict.
A  new group resulted from  a "tea m eeting" held at 
the home of M rs  J. Moore, D istr ic t  O rgan iser in 
September and many new members attended the 
A rea  luncheon later in the month. A  m eeting was 
arranged for early in the new year to plan their 
programme.

Broxtowe D istrict.
Follow ing the recent form ation of this group, 
members were welcom ed at the A rea  luncheon. A  
coffee m orning has been arranged for 30th October 
at 14 D igby  Street, K im berly, to discuss the venue 
and form at of future activ itie s and to elect a 
com m ittee - enquiries to M rs  Squires.

Newark D istrict.
An  exceedingly good and enthusiastic number of 
m em bers met in the D istr ic t  O ffice  at the invitation 
of the joint D istr ic t  Organisers, M rs  P. M um by and 
M rs  E lsie  Green, when M rs Tyler and the County 
Secretary spoke and a group was formed. A  m eeting 
is being arranged to form  a com m ittee and to discuss 
further activities.

R ushc liffe  D istrict.
The coffee club has welcom ed three gentlemen 
members and has found a new home at the Edwalton 
G o lf C lub  where its next m eeting w ill be held on 
28th Novem ber. The sudden death of M rs  K. Harvey, 
a com m ittee member, is a sad loss as she was a 
strong supporter of the Association. She had been 
a tower of strength in W R V S  as Ruddington V illage  
Representative  and had been a Councillo r fo r many
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years. O u r  thoughts go out to her fam ily  and the 
many people who w ill greatly m iss her.

H O M E  C O U N T IE S / A N G L IA .  A rea  3.

M rs C laydon is justifiably proud of the fact that 
m em bership in Essex has now topped 100 and would 
love to know how they stand in the "League". A  
party of m em bers from  Southend is planning to 
attend the annual re-union in London on 26th October. 
Two members from  the A rea  have recently received 
their Long Service  Medals.

M rs  O 'M ahoney, G reat Yarm outh representative now 
has a membership of 21, 15 of whom enjoyed a 
coffee m orning at the home of one of the members 
which was supported by their County Representative,
M rs Whyte. Past elderly members of W RV S are 
visited and this has proved an excellent means of 
d iscovering friends who m ight otherw ise have slipped 
through the net. The group has contributed 148 
delightfu lly coloured garm ents for the Save the 
Children Fund. A t  a recent successful coffee 
m orning a "k it ty " was established, launched by a 
donation of £5 from  the husband of one of the 
members. A  Luncheon has been arranged for 
October by which time it is hoped more members 
w ill have been enrolled.

H O M E  C O U N T IE S / A N G L IA .  A rea  2 - Berksh ire  County.

From  a "P in k " dated 20th July 1984, it would appear 
that A ssoc ia tion  m em bers receive copies of the 
County Newsletter, an issue of which was to be 
distributed at a Garden Party  at Englefie ld  on 
24th September. (Editor: If this
assumption is correct do please let us 
hear more of your activities and those in 
the Area, particularly as we are encouraged 
by your growing membership. Good Luck!)
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S O U T H E A S T  A R E A  1.

M rs Cooke reports the follow ing progress and activ ities 
in the Area:

Surrey - Mem bership  157.

Epsom  D istr ic t  have enjoyed a further gathering of 
A ssoc ia tion  m em bers and are still recruiting.

Waverley D istr ic t  held a luncheon at Farnham  in the 
spring to which Com m ander F itzherbert of Surrey 
County Save the Children Fund was invited. He 
talked about the organisation and went away laden 
with a bundle of vests.

Woking D istr ic t  have had a splendid summer. In 
May, 30 m em bers visited  the R oya l Horticu ltura l 
Society Gardens at W isley. The annual garden party 
was held in a m em ber's home in July when 40 
m em bers enjoyed a delicious tea on a beautiful sunny 
afternoon. 29 members went on a m ystery tour to 
W indsor in September when some visited  the local 
Madam e Tussaud 's and others went on the river.
M rs  Betty Sturling, the new Co-ord inator, says all 
have been happy occasions and everyone is looking 
forward to the October luncheon.

Guildford  D istric t. M rs  Ste lla  Tippett and M rs 
Dorothy F ick lin g  are arrang ing a tea party in 
Guildford  for retired W R V S  members, possibly in 
Novem ber, and hope to start a local branch.

East Sussex - M em bership  125.

Brighton D istric t. M onth ly  coffee  m ornings are 
well-attended. They have had three outings during 
the summ er and another is planned for the Autum n.

Eastbourne D is tr ic t  hold regular m eetings and coffee 
mornings. They have had one outing. In October 
a buffet lunch has been arranged to which members 
of other branches in Ea st Sussex have been invited. 
They have adopted St. W ilfred 's  Hospice as their 
charity.
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Hove D istr ic t  plan to hold a m eeting of retired members 
in the Autum n and hope to start a branch.

East Kent - Mem bership  25. A  buffet lunch is being 
held in Canterbury on October 29th when future plans 
w ill be discussed.

West Kent - Mem bership  38 - held a buffet lunch in 
Maidstone in April.

SO U T H  E A S T  D IV IS IO N . A rea  2. West Sussex County.

M rs Buckley reports through M rs Yardley, Arun 
D istr ic t  representative that their recent activ itie s 
include a luncheon for the County and a D istr ic t  
Harvest Luncheon, both at Rustington, and a sherry 
party at Bognor. P lans are in hand for a v is it to 
the theatre at Guildford  and also a tea party. 18 
members attended a successful coffee m orning at 
M rs  B uck le y 's  home and M rs Cum berlege hosted a 
luncheon at her home in June. (Editor's Note: 
Yes, please Mrs Buckley, we really do 
want to hear all about your activities 
and wish you every success in further 
increasing your membership - this, of 
course, applies to all Divisions, north, 
south, east and west!).
The Dorset cream  tea party in June was a very happy 
occasion attended by around 30 m em bers including 
their new treasurer. They now aim  to form  a group 
in North Dorset.

G U E R N S E Y  - (Editor's Note: We were pleased 
to learn from a Narrative Report that a 
very pleasant morning had been spent with 
older members filling in forms for medals 
and certificates, enjoying lunch together 
and reminiscing and that it was hoped to 
form a WVS/WRVS Association in the near 
future - volunteers to organise, please!).
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S O U T H  W EST  D IV IS IO N , A rea  1.

M rs Barker reports with justifiable pride in M rs  Sell 
that G loucestershire  now has a m em bership of over 
100. M rs  Law, County Representative  for W iltshire, 
has arranged a reunion for 24th October and 
M rs  Barker has planned a sim ilar event the 
fo llow ing day.

S O U T H  W EST  D IV IS IO N . A rea  2.

M rs Hacon, Som erset County Representative, held 
a m eeting at Y eov il attended by 40 members who 
were given a delightful tea by those who lived 
locally. M rs  M arke r very kindly supported 
M rs Hacon and was able to clear up a number of 
queries including the method of collecting the many 
vests produced. She also sold (much reduced) 
several out-of-date W R V S  M agazines which stim ulated 
interest and resulted in orders being placed.
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ST O P  P R E S S

L O N D O N

The London A rea  A ssoc ia tion  Re-union 
held at Holy Trin ity, Brom pton Road  on Friday 
26th October was a huge success and M rs Sanderson, 
Co-ordinator, and all concerned were delighted that 
with the help of the B ring & Buy Stall, they managed 
to break even financially.

Between 90 and 100 members attended 
including three A rea  O rgan isers as well as many 
friends and form er colleagues from  surrounding 
Areas. Everyone enjoyed the delicious luncheon 
cooked and served by the Hounslow Em ergency 
Services Team  - many thanks to them.

Each A rea  Representative reported briefly 
on her b ranch 's activ itie s and the only outside 
speaker was a "new s-gatherer" from  IT V  Channel 4 
who described the type of stories which would be of 
suffic ient interest to be incorporated in the project,
"A  Peop le 's W ar" (see page 8) to which many of our 
members w ill surely make valuable contributions.

H A M P S H IR E

Farnham  members had the pleasure of 
entertaining our National Chairm an to tea on 29th 
August and it was truly a Red Le tte r Day, M rs  A lbrow  
tells us!
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A R E A  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  
(E x -o ffic io  members of the Com m ittee)

L O N D O N  - M rs  J. Sanderson (Co-ordinator)

North  A rea  M rs  M. Dow ning BEM ,

Centra l A rea  W estm inster & C ity  

M rs  Theo Robertson,

Hackney, Newham  & Tower Ham lets 

M rs  M illington,

South East A rea  M rs  E.G. B lock M BE ,

North  East A rea  M iss  D oris  Wright,

South W est A rea  M rs  M. Forsd ick,

North  West A rea  M rs  M. Julian,

D IV IS IO N S 

North West 

A rea  1
A rea  2 M rs  M. Head.

A rea  4 M rs  M . Preston,

North  East

A rea  1 M rs  C.V. Sm urthw aite M BE ,

A rea  3 M rs  P. Jam es M BE .

A rea  4 M rs  L. Ze ig ler M BE ,
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Midlands

Area 1 M rs  W. Pengilley,

A rea  2 M rs  A. Tyler,
A rea  3 M rs  E. Kenrick,

Home Counties/Anglia  

A rea  3 M rs  E. Claydon,

South East

A rea  1 M iss  M.T. Cooke M BE, 

South West

A rea  1 M rs  K. Barker BEM ,

A rea  2 M iss  M. Scott,

WA L E S

M rs K. M ow at M BE ,

S C O T L A N D

Chairm an - Scottish  Section 

M rs. G. M acDonald,
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